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To all whom it may concern: Beyond the square portion of the end of 
Beit known that I, OBADIAH. J. SEYMoUR, the arm 3 the latter is cylindrically shaped, 

a subject of the King of Great Britain re- as at 7 to bear the dropping part of the de 
siding at New York, in the county of New 
York and State of New York, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Mail-Bag Deliverers and Catchers, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates to mail bag 

deliverers or, droppers and catchers and has 
for its object to provide a construction 
which, with safety and without danger of 
injury to the mail bags, will allow the de 
livery of same from and the catching or re 
ceiving thereof by a fast moving C8 OI 

train. 
Applicant is aware that there are some 

... patents relating to devices for the same pur 
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pose. Such devices, however, are imprac 
ticable, being partly complicated and partly 
of such a construction that they may fail at 
times to accomplish their object. Another 
disadvantage of such devices is that the mail 
bag is so supported thereby, as to be apt to 
cause injury or damage to the same. All 
these disadvantages are removed by the de 
vice forming the subject of my invention. 

In order to make my invention more clear 
the same is illustrated in the accompanying 
drying in which 

vice. This device consists of a hub.8, rota tively mounted on the end 7. Rigidly se 
cured to or integral with this hub is an arm 
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9, to the rear or lower end of which a second 
arm 10 is hinged (at 10'). 
inner surface of the arm 10 is a leaf- or plate 
spring 11 which projects toward and is 
adapted to constantly rest against the arm 
9, so as to hold the arms; apart or stretched 
from one another. The lower or rear end of 

Attached to the 
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! the arm 10 has a nose or projection 12 which 70 
slidably bears in a radialbore of the hub and 
is adapted to normally engage into a notch 
13 provided in the cylindrical end of the arm 
3, and to thereby lock the hub in its posi 
tion. When the arm 10 is swung against 75 
the tension of its spring toward the arm 9, . 
the projection 12 is caused to disengage 
from the notch 13, whereupon the hub being 
released is allowed to freely turn upon its 
axle until stopped by the engagement of the 80 
projection 12 into a second notch 13 in end 

gure 1 shows a perspective view of the 
device as attached to the train and of a part 
O the track serving for the operation of the 
delivering part of the device; Fig.2 is a per spective view of the same and of a stationary livery of the mail from the cars is required, a 

7. At a suitable point of the hub, fingers or 
bolts 14, 15 are provided that are suitably 
secured in the hub and which in normal po 
sition of the hub project upward in a slant 85 

ing direction. These fingers serve as the 
actual supports for the mail bags before. 
delivery. 
The operation of the device is as follows:-- 

At a certain point of the track where the de 
mail bag support arranged along the track receptacle 16 of the shape shown or the like 
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In line with the mail bag catcher, and Fig. 3 
is a front view partly in cross section illus 
trating the operation of the device. . . . . 

1 designates the side wall of a mail car 
and 2, 2 are arms secured to theside post of 
the door case, in which arms is pivotally, and 
adjustably supported a braced arm 3 reach 
ing outwardly from the car and capable of 
being swung inward. The free end of the 
arm 3 is partly of square cross section, as at 
4, upon which part a downwardly project 
ing hook 5 forming the mail bag catcher is 
mounted. When the arm 3 is projected 

50 outward this hook extends substantially 
parallel to the car. It has at its mouth por 
vertically toward one another to normally 
close the mouth portion, and to serve as re 
ters for the mail bag when caught by the 
nOOK 

tion spring tongues or straps 6,6' projecting 

is stationarily arranged, and connected with 
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it or separately arranged is a stationary, cross 
arm 17 which extends into the path of the 
arm 10. Assuming that a mail bag 18 is sus 
ended from one of the fingers projecting 
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from the hub, as indicated by dotted lines in 
Fig.1, it will be seen, that as soon as the arm 
10 strikes against the stationary cross arm 
17 the latter will cause it, during the con 
tinued movement of the train, to swingto 
ward the arm 9, in consequence of which the 
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projection 12 will be raised from the notch 13. 
and unlock the hub. Owing to the weight. 
of the mail bag the hub will instantaneously 
swing around in the direction indicated in 
Fig. 3, so that the fingers will be tilted for 
ward and permit the bag to drop down into 
the receptacle 16. The hub will become 
again locked in its tilted position by the pro 
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jection engaging the notch 13 of the arm 3. 
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until it is readjusted by hand into the initial 
or normal position. The mail catcher, on 
the other hand, will operate as follows:- 
From a suitable support or frame 20 the mail 
bag is supported by means of a loop 19 which 
either is permanently secured to the bag or 
may be conveniently clamped thereto. This 
loop rests loosely upon the frame which is 
arranged in the path of the hook 5, so that at 
the instant when the hook will, during the 
rapid movement of the train, meet the loop, 
the latter will be caught by the hook and 
Snap through the spring tongues, by which it 
will be retained on the hook until released by 
hand after the arm 3 is swung into the car. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent is:- 
1. In a mail bag dropper and catcher, the 

combination with a car or train and mail 
bags, of a swinging arm suspended from said 
car or train, a sleeve or hub rotatively mount 
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ed on said arm, fingers projecting from said 
hub and serving to hold the mail bags, means 
for locking the hub in position and a hook 
rigidly secured to the swinging arm. 

2. In a mail bag dropper, the combination 
with a car or train and a stationary arm on 
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the track, of a swinging arm adjustably sus 
pended from the car or train, a sleeve or hub 
rotatively mounted on said arm, fingers pro 
jecting therefrom, a spring actuated arm full 
crumed in said hub, and means attached 
to said spring arm to lock the hub on the 
swinging arm, said spring arm being operated 
by the stationary arm on the track, while the 
car or train is in motion. 

In testimony whereof I affix ny signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

OBA)IAF F. SEY MOR. 
Witnesses: 

WILLAM G. BUTTERLY, 
MORRIs BAUMANN. 
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