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This invention relates to a mounting of an 
initial or some other character upon a base for 
personalized identification or Ornanentation. 
One of the objects of this invention is to pro 

vide a base which may be so formed that any 
number of initials or characters may be mounted 
therein by the retailer at the time the Sale of 
the article carrying the identification is made. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

construction which will be self-contained and SO 
arranged that when the initial or character is 
slid into position, it will be automatically locked 
in the position which it is desired the Same to 
assume, making adjustment unnecessary. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

construction which will enable simple manufac 
ture, and thus a more inexpensive construction 
to produce. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

construction in which the initial or character will 
be raised above the base in relief effect. 
With these and other objects in view, the in 

vention consists of certain novel features of COn 
struction as will be more fully described and par 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one of the 
initials or characters which is constructed in a C 
cordance with this invention. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view, showing the base 
with a groove therein, for receiving the character 
in Figure 1, and illustrating in another position 
the character, as mounted in a slot in the base. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view on substantially 
line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a sectional view on substantially 

line 4-4 of Figure 2. 
In proceeding with this invention, I utilize a 

solid base and cause a cutter to enter one edge of 
the block and move inwardly at a substantially 
uniform depth to a point short of the opposite 
edge of the block to provide a first or main slot, 
and also mill two intersecting slots at right angles 
to the main slot so produced. A character which 
is to be mounted on the base of the block is pro 
vided with a member which is of a shape to fit 
the main slot formed in the block from One edge 
thereof. This member is of a length less than 
the width of the block and of a length so that 
it will be accommodated in the first or main slot 
mentioned. Locating means, such as an abut 
ment for the inner end of the member, is provid 
ed, and also a spring to lock into one of the slots 
for holding the member in place. 
With reference to the drawings, O designates 

a block which is shown of rectangular shape With 
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a top Wall and opposite edges 2. and 3. A 
conical or frustro-conical cutter is then inserted 
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into the edge 2, so as to cut through the face , 
and is caused to enter point 4 which is short of 
the edge t3. The cutter is shaped so as to pro 
wide an undercut first or main slot 5 which is 
here shown as dovetailed. This slot has a bottom 
wall 6 and overhanging side wails and 8. 
Any desired number of slots 5 may be formed in 
the block identical with the slot just described. 
These slots will run in parallel relations, as shown 
in Figure 2, across the slots 15. : - 

I provide a second slot 19 which runs at right 
angles to these slots i5, and is of a depth to ex 
tend into the bottom wall 16 of these slots thus 
intersecting with the slots f5. A piece of spring 
wire, 20, is located in this slot 9, with arched 
portions 2 at the location of each of the main 
slots 5, to extend through the bottom wall 6 
and into the slot 5. In order to hold this spring 
Wire in place, there is a closure 22 provided with 
raised end portions 23 to abut the bottom of the 
slots 9, while there is a cut-away portion to ac 
commodate the wire 20 therein. 
A third slot 24 is milled across the slots 5 ad 

jacent their inner ends 4, at a point at the ends 
of the parallel edges of walls 7 and 8 of the 
slots 5. Slot 24 is provided with a strip 25 which 
extends into the slot 5 to provide an abutment 
to be engaged by anything slid into the slot. 
A character which is to be mounted on the base 

is designated 26, and shown in perspective in Fig 
ure 1, which in the case illustrated is the letter 
“I,' and which is of a dimension substantially 
the dimension between the opposite edges 2 and 
3 of the block. Member 27, of a shape corre 
sponding to the undercut shape of the groove 5, 
is secured beneath the character 26, and is of a 
length substantially the length between the abut 
ment strip 25 and the edge 2 of the block. 
Member 27 is dovetailed, as shown in the draw 

ing, to correspond to the dovetail slot 5, and thus 
has tapering side walls 28 and 29, and a bottom 
wall 30. This bottom wall 30 is tapered, as shown 
at 3, in Figure 4, so that when the member 2 
is slid into the open end 32 of the slot 5, it will 
slide over the arched portions 2 of the spring. 
This member 27 will be slid into the slot 5 
while its end 33 engages the abutment which will 
serve to locate the character 26 in alignment with 
the opposite edges 2 and 3 of the block. 

In order to lock this character and member in 
this position, a groove 34 is provided across the 
member 27, at a location to receive the arched 
Spring 2, which Snaps into this groove and locks 
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the assembly in place. Each initial may be indi 
vidually inserted in slot 5, and thus be locked 
into place as it is located in its proper position 
and in its opening. 
By this arrangement, it makes it unnecessary 

to close the opposite end of the slot while the 
initial serves to cover the unoccupied main slot 
which is left by the milling cutter as the slot 
5 is formed. 
I claim: 
1. A mounting for a character comprising a 

base having an undercut slot in one face thereof . 
opening into one edge of the base to provide an 
entrance end and terminating short of the oppo 
site edge of the base, a character of a dimension 
greater than the length of said slot having Se 
cured thereto a member of a cross sectional shape 
to fit into said slot to hold the character above 
the Surface of the base, Said member being slid 
able from the slot through the end thereof open 
ing into Said edge. 

2. A mounting as in claim 1 wherein an abut 
ment is provided to engage the inner end of said 
member, and limit its insertion into said first 
slot. 

3. A mounting for a character comprising a 
base having an undercut slot in one face thereof 
opening into one edge of the base to provide an 
entrance end and terminating short of the oppo 
site edge of the base and a second slot extending 
at an angle to the said first slot and intersecting 
the Same at the botton of the first slot and 
adjacent the entrance of the first slot, a spring 
located in Said Second slot and protruding into 
the first slot through the bottom wall thereof, 
a character of a dimension greater than the 
length of Said slot having secured thereto a mem 
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4. 
ber of a cross Sectional shape to fit into said slot 
to hold the character above the surface of the 
base, said member being slidable from the slot 
through the end thereof opening into said edge 
and provided With a groove receiving said spring 
to hold it in Said slot. 

4. A mounting for a character comprising a 
base having an undercut slot in One face thereof 
opening into one edge of the base to provide an 
entrance end and terminating short of the oppo 
Site edge of the base and a second slot extending 
at an angle to the said first slot and intersecting 
the same at the bottom of the first slot and 
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adjacent the entrance of the first slot, a spring 
located in Said second slot and protruding into 
the first slot through the bottom wall thereof, 
a character of a dimension greater than the 
length of Said slot having secured thereto a mem 
ber of a croSS Sectional shape to fit into said 
slot to hold the character above the surface of 
the base, said member being slidable from the 
slot through the end thereof opening into said 
edge and provided with a groove receiving said 
Spring to hold it in Said slot, said member tapered 
depth Wise of Said first slot with its leading edge 
of a depth to slide over said spring and depress 
the Spring as it is moved into the slot. 

HENRY J. L.E BLANC. 
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