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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GARDINER M. SKINNER, OF GANANOQUE, CANADA.

IMPROVEMENT IN TROLLING-SPOON BAITS. 0

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 153,854, dated August 4, 1874; application filed
June 22, 1874. '

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GARDINER MILLS SKIN-
NER, of the village of Gananoque,in the county
of Leeds and Province of Ontario, Canada,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Spoon-Baits for Fishing; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same.

The invention consists, first, in fluting or
corrugating a portion or the whole surface of
the bowl of & trolling-spoon in such a man-
ner as to cause a greater reflection of light
when passing through the water, thereby mak-
ing the bait more attractive to a fish; second,
in providing the spoon with a loop or ring
through which to pass the main wire in such
2 manner as to prevent the spoon in trolling
from spinning in too large a circle ahout the
said wire, the object being to prevent the spoon
drawing too hard in passing through the wa-
ter, and to confine its course of gyration, so
as to show more resplendently in the water.

Figurel is a top view of a spoon-bait em-
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a sectional
side elevation of the same. TFig. 3 is a rear
view of the spoon portion, showing a modified
" form of fluting. Fig. 4 is a fransverse verti-
cal section of the same. Fig. 5 shows a modi-
fied form of spoon and fluting.

A is the spoon portion of the bait, which
may be of any suitable shape, fluted or corru-
gated on its surface, wholly or in part, and
the flutes or corrugations may partake of any
suitable configuration. The convex or back

of the spoon is of bright white or yellow metal,
and the flutes or corrugations cause refrac-
tory rays of light in trolling through the wa-

ter, and thus make the bait more attractive
to the fish. B is a ring passing through or
held by an eye or hook, C, or other contriv-
ance, secured to the concavity of the spoon,
to receive the main wire D, which passes
through an eye, E, at the forward end of the
bowl, in the usual manner. Intermediately
on the wire D, between the ring C and eye E,
is formed a shoulder, F, against which the
spoon swivels or spins, by its eye K, in the usual
way. The wire D being confined within the
ring B, the spin of the spoon in frolling is cir-
cumseribed, and the sphere of gyration lim-
ited by the play allowed to the wire by a ring
of greater or less diameter.

Preferably the eye or hook C and the eye
E are formed of one piece of wire suitably
bent, as the soldering or fastening of the same
to the spoon can then be more neatly and ex-
peditiously performed. I also prefer to form
the eye O as a hook, to admit of ready discon-
nection of the ring B therefrom, to change
a large for a smaller spoon, or vice versa, or to
substitute one of another color for attach-
ment to the main wire D, at the option of the
user. '

I claim as my invention—

1. The fluted or corrungated spoon A for
trolling-hook, as set forth.

2. The ring or loop B, the spoon. A, and the
main wire D, combined and arranged substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

G. M. SKINNER.

Witnesses:
C. E. BRITTON,
H. PARKER.




