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To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHANN G. PETERSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and 
State of New Jersey, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Face 
Plates for Electrical Wall-Receptacles, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to face-plates for 

electrical Wall receptacles and especially to 
such face-plates as have openings therein to 

I might note 
that although Such a face plate is primarily 
intended for association with electrical wall 
receptacles and equivalent boxes, it is ca 
pable of general use, so that as a matter of 
fact the title I have adopted is merely a 
convenient one. These plates are quite thin, 
and it is the primary purpose of the in 
vention to provide means of an effective 
nature for so connecting a door, or it might 
be doors with such a plate, as to affect to no 
appreciable extent the strength of the plate. 

In the drawings accompanying and form 
ing part of the present specification, I have 
shown in detail one convenient form of em 
bodiment of the invention which I will set 
forth fully in the following description, so 
that those skilled in the art can practice the 
invention. The latter, however, is not re 
stricted in this particular, for I may de 
part therefrom in several respects within 
the spirit of the invention defined by the 
claim following said description. For in 
stance in the showing made the plate is 
equipped with two doors. While this is ad 
vantageous in certain mounts, the invention 
is not limited in this particular but com 
prehends broadly such a plate or equivalent 
furnished with one or more of such doors. 

Referring to said drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a face 

plate involving the invention. 
Fig. 2 is a rear view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal central section of 

said face plate. 
Figs, 4 and 5 are longitudinal sections on 

the lines 4-4 and 5-5 respectively of Fig. 2, 
looking in the direction of the arrows re 
spectively and on a larger scale than that of 
Figs. 1, 2 and 3. 

Like characters refer to like parts through 
out the several views. 
The face or equivalent plate may be of 

any suitable construction, that designated 
by 2 answering satisfactorily in this par 
ticular. Said plate as shown is rectangular 
and is assumed to be of sheet brass and as 
comparatively thin, being after the usual 
fashion marginally inset as at 3, although 
the latter is not always necessary. As shown 
said plate has an opening 4 which may as 
represented be practically central of the 
plate and of any desirable shape, as for in 
stance rectangular, although this is a small 
point. The plate as shown has doors as 5 
and 6 which are adapted when closed to fit 
Within the opening and the meeting edges 
of which have apertures 7 which register to 
provide a perforation; this, however, is a 
detail, because the doors might be imper 
forate. In Fig. 1 the doors are supposed to 
be closed, and at this time they are dis 
posed wholly Within the opening 4. In Fig. 
3 they are shown as swung forward or as 
uncovering the opening 4. As thus far de 
scribed the face plate and doors are not un 
commen, and as I have already noted there 
may be instances where but a single door is 
provided, the invention in its broader as 
pects not concerning this matter. Asso 
ciated with the back of what is shown as the 
slower door 5 are hinge members such as 
hooks S, while the plate 2 is furnished with 
practically similar hinge members 9 in alline 
ment with the members 8 transversely of the 
plate 2 or of the opening therein. The upper 
door 6 is likewise furnished on its back 
with hooks 10, duplicates of the hooks 8 and 
in transverse alinement with the hooks 11 
On the rear of the plate 2. The several co 
operating hooks 8 and 9 and 10 and 11 
associated rigidly with the doors and plate 
respectively are intended to receive pivot 
means such as the pins 12 and 13 respec 
tively, the pivot 12 extending through the 
transversely alined four hooks 8 and 9, while 
the pivot 13 extends similarly with the upper 
four transversely disposed hooks 10 and 11. 
As shown the pivot pins 12 and 13 are con 
tinuous from the outer hooks 9 and 9 and 11 
and 11, respectively, although this may not 
in all cases be necessary. As shown the 
pins 12 and 13 fit against the plate 2 and 
doors 5 and 6 respectively. I will describe 
how the respective hooks are connected to 
the plate and door respectively, and assum 
ing the connections to be rigid, it will be 
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clear that if the pins 12 and 13 have a loose 
connection with a pair of hooks the doors 5 
and 6 can be freely swung open and closed; 
this, however, is a detail, the elemental con 
sideration being to provide for the proper 
swing of the two doors. 

In the construction shown the hooks 8 are 
at the ends of a supporting body as the strip 
or plate 14, while the hooks 10 are at the 
ends of a practically similar element 16, the 
strips or plates in question extending trans 
versely of the doors 5 and 6. As they are 
connected with their doors in similar fash 
ion, a detailed description of the mounting 
of one plate or strip will apply to the other, 
and in this connection reference may be had 
to Figs. 2 and 5 which are assumed to rep 
resent the strip 15. Said strip is shown as 
having counterbores 16 near its ends which 
bottom in Sockets 17 in the upper portions of 
the door 6 near the sides thereof. From the 
bottoms of these sockets rise integral studs 
18 extending through perforations 19 in the 
counterbores 16 and headed as at 20 over the 
bottoms of the counterbores 16. This pro 
vides a rigid and Substantial Way of con 
necting the plates or butts to the respective 
doors 5 and 6. At opposite sides of the 
opening 4 are fastened the strips 21 and 
with which the hooks 9 and 11 respectively 
are integral as shown in Figs. 2 and 4. 
These strips 21 terminate in said hooks 11 
and near the hooks are counterbores 22 
which fit the sockets 23 in the back of the 
plate 2 near the corners of the opening 4. 
From the bottoms of the counterbores 24 
extend the studs 25 which project through 
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perforations 26 in the bottoms of the coun 
terbores 23 and are headed as at 27 over said 
bottoms as best shown in Fig. 4, thus hold 
ing the strips 21 Securely in position. 

Said strips 21 may as shown be provided 
between their ends with projections 28 in 
tegral therewith, constituting Suitable stops 
and adapted to be engaged by the doors 5 
and 6 when closed. 
What I. claim is: 
A face plate having an opening, a door 

when closed disposed in the opening, strips 
at opposite sides of the door having counter 
bores, the plate having Sockets to receive the 
counterbores and the bottoms of the Sockets 
being provided with integral rivets, the bot 
toms of the counterbores having openings to 
receive the rivets and the rivets being headed 
over the counterbores, said strips also having 
open hooks at their ends, a strip having 
counterbores and extending across the door, 
the door having Sockets to receive the last 
mentioned counterbores and the bottoms of 
the sockets having integral rivets extending 
through perforations in the bottoms of the 
last mentioned counterbores, and the last 
mentioned strip having hooks on its inner 
side, and a pivot extending through the 
hooks and fitted against the door and plate 
respectively. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in the presence of two witnesses. 
JOHANN G. PETERSON. 

Witnesses: 
C. M. MoISON, 
J. F. HEANEY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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