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(57) Abstract: An autosampler is provided with a needle (11), a measuring
pump (14) which sucks and discharges liquid through the needle (11), a
movement mechanism (6) for the needle (11), and an injection port (13)
which has a needle sealing surface (18). When introducing a sample liquid
into a flow path, the sample liquid is sucked into the needle (11) and then
the sample liquid discharged with the tip of the needle (11) pressed to the
needle sealing surtace (18). When cleaning the needle sealing surface (18),
a cleaning liquid in an amount which can be contained within the injection
port (13) is sucked and then the cleaning liquid is discharged and sucked
into the injection port (13) at a position at which the tip of the needle (11)
does not make contact with the needle sealing surface (18). Alternatively,
the cleaning liquid can be sucked into the injection port (13) in such a man-
ner that, after the cleaning liquid is discharged into the injection port (13),
the needle is caused to perform an up and down motion in which the needle
(11) is lowered to a position at which the tip of the needle (11) is in contact
with the needle sealing surface (18) and then the tip of the needle (11) is
lifted. As a result, the needle sealing surtace (18) can be cleaned by a small
amount of the cleaning liquid.
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