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ACCESSORY FOR A WRITING IMPLEMENT OR THE LIKE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to an accessory for a writing implement.

This invention has particular but not exclusive application to a holder
accessory for a pencil, and for illustrative purposes reference will be made to such
application. However, it is to be understood that this invention could be used in other
applications, such as ball-point and other pens, hand held scribing and cutting

implements and the like.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Mass-produced wooden pencils are cheap and may readily be sharpened by
simple pencil sharpeners. Such pencils are generally round or hexagonal in section
and for the most part are manufactured to a standard size for whichever of these
shapes.

When a pencil is sharpened, the length is shortened, and continuing
sharpening may result in the pencil becoming too short to comfortably hold for use.
Some people are unable to use a pencil so compromised, and others will avoid the

use of them, or discard them before their time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
This invention in one aspect resides broadly in an accessory for a writing

implement including:
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a tubular body having a passage adapted to axially receive a writing
implement therethrough; and

retaining means associated with said body and disposed toward the writing
point of a writing implement therein and adapted to selectively retain the writing
implement in axial location within said passage, whereby in use the accessory and
retained writing implement may be held in a writing position by a user.

The body may take any suitable form. Writing implements such as pens and
propelling pencils may be constructed having a contoured gripping portion, whereas it
IS impractical to manufacture pencils thus. It is accordingly preferred to provide at
least part of the outer surface of the body with a griping surface. The griping surface
may be of any suitable design which can facilitate a user’s grip on the body and/or
facilitate user comfort during use. The gripping surface may be textured and/or
contoured. Alternatively or in addition to the gripping surface may be formed froma
resilient material such as a resilient plastics material.

The body may be of any suitable length. The body may advantageously be of
plastic or metal material. Typically, the body is formed from a thermoplastics material
such as a polyolefin. Preferably the length of the body ranges from a minimum
length for comfortable holding of the retained writing implement in use, up to about
the length of a standard pencil. Typical lengths range between about 100 to about
170mm. :

The passage may comprise a bore through the body or may comprise a space
within the body bounded by an entry and an exit. At least part of the bore is of a
shape which is complimentary 1o the outer surface of the writing implement to be
retained. For example, the bore may be of round section to accommodate round

writing implements of relatively standard dimension, or may be shaped such as
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hexagonally in section to accommodate writing implements of that section. In a yet
further alternative, the passage may be provided with a shape whereby both round
and hexagonal writing implements may pass.

The accessory includes retaining means disposed towards the writing end of a
writing implement and is adapted to selectively retain the writing implement in an
axial location within the passage. In this way, the body can accommodate different
writing implements of different lengths and/or writing implements such as wooden
pencils whose length varies during the life thereof.

The retaining means may comprise resiliently biased means adapted to
impinge on the side surface of the writing implement to retain same in the passage.
For example, the retaining means may comprise an annular spring or the like having
a gripping surface whereby insertion of the writing implement through the spring
against its bias resulis in the gripping surface being urged into engagement with the
side surface upon a desired position being reached.

Alternatively, the retaining means may comprise an assembled or integrally
formed knurled member adapted to be biased toward the side wall of the writing
implement in use. In the case of wooden pencils, the knurling may be directional in
the manner of a ratchet whereby the pencil may be inserted from one end of the
passage to extend with the writing point out of the other to the desired degree, but
impingement of the knurling into the wood of the pencil prevents the pencil from
sliding along the passage in use.

In a yet further alternative, the retaining means may comprise a split collet or
the like formed integrally with or assembled to the body and adapted to cooperate
with collet closing means for selectively closing the collet onto the side wall of the

writing implement. For example the body member may be split from the writing point
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end of the passage to provide an integral collet. The collet closing means may
comprise a tapered thread on the body or in a collet closing sleeve. Alternatively the
outer surface of the body about the split may be tapered whereby the retaining of the
pencil is by way of frictional engagement between an outer sleeve and the taper on
the body.

The split may be singular or arranged in multiples. For example, the split may
comprise a pair of slots on disposed symmetrically about the body. Alternatively, and
especially in the case of hexagonal passages, the split may comprise 2 or 3 slots
disposed along, the centre of symmetrically selected flats of the hexagon.

The inner surface of the passage may be configured with a gripping surface to
enhance the retaining ability of the collet arrangement.

The sleeve may be configured as a comfortable holding portion. Alternatively
the comfortable holding portion may be integrally formed on the body or may be
assembled to it. The comfortable holding portion may be of a resilient substance.

Alternatively, the retaining means may be in the form of a split plug formed
separately from the body and removably engagable therewith. Typically, the plug is
threadably engagable with the body.

Writing implements such as pencils and others having fixed points are
inherently dangerous or likely to have the point damaged when not in use. For
example, pencils in pockets may poke holes in clothing or injure the wearer.
Accordingly, the apparatus is preferably configured whereby the point of the writing
implement may be retracted inside the passage when not in use. For example, the
position of the retaining means may be such that the full diameter is retained thereby
when the writing point is just within the passage, whilst retaining the pencil as close

to the leading opening of the passage in use o enable the use of short stubs.
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Alternatively the body may be provided with an alternative retaining means for
retaining the writing implement in its retracted position.

In a further embodiment the body may be provided with a sleeve that is
adapted to be extended over the point of the writing implement when it is not in use.
Alternatively, a separate cap for the writing point may be provided.

The body may be provided with other functionality, such as an annular eraser

insert. For example there may be provided a groove about the body member

whereby an eraser insert may be siretched over the body to engage the insert.

The body may be provided with a pocket clip or the like to enable a pencil to
have the pocket-storage advantages of other writing implements so equipped. The
body may for example have an integrally formed or assembled pocket clip. In one
embodiment the pocket clip is relatively broad and is provided with a magnetized
strip whereby the apparatus may be supported on a steel surface thereby such as a
refrigerator cabinet, such that the apparatus is available for shopping lists and the

like. Such embodiments are particularly advantageous where the apparatus is

| adapted for use with score card pencils, for example for scoring golf rounds.

According to a further broad form of the invention there is provided a writing
assembly including an accessory of the first broad form having a writing implement
retainéd thereby.

According to another aspect of the invention there is provided an accessory
for a hand held implement where said implement is a writing implement, including:

a retaining means comprising a sleeve having an internal passage to accept

the axial insertion of the implement and having at least one externally threaded
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portion and having at least one split; and

a tubular body having at least one open end having an internally threaded
portion for engagement with the externally threaded portion of the retaining means;
and

wherein said internally threaded portion of the tubular body having a taper
relative to the said externally threaded portion of the retaining means; and

wherein threadably engaging the retaining means with the tubular body
tightens the retaining means retaining the implement therein.

According to yet a further aspect of the invention there is provided an
accessory for a hand held implement where said implement is a writing implement,
including:

a tubular body comprising at least one open end having an internally
threaded portion; and

a retaining means comprising a sleeve having an internal passage to accept
the axial insertion of said implement, and having at least one split, and having an
externally threaded portion for engagement with said internally threaded portion of

the tubular body; and

wherein said externally threaded portion of the retaining means having a
taper relative to said internally threaded portion of tubular body; and

wherein threadably engaging the retaining means with the tubular body

tightens the retaining means retaining the implement therein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES
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Figure 1 is an exploded perspective view of a preferred accessory in
accordance with the present invention;

Figure 2 is an assembled perspective view of the accassory of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a preferred assembly of the present
invention in use;

Figure 4 is and end view of the split plug of the accessory of Figure 1;

Figure 5 is a side sectional view taken along line A-A of Figure 1;

Fig.6 is a side sectional view similar to Fig. 5 and showing a further
embodiment accessory in accordance with the present invention; and

Fiq.7 is a side sectional view similar to Fig. 6 and showing another further
embodiment accessory in accordance with the present invention.

Figure 1 is an exploded view of an accessory 10 of the present invention. The
accessory 10 includes a body assembly comprising a barrel 11 and a split plug 12.
The body assembly defines a passage 13 which in use is adapted to receive a
pencil 14, as shown in figure 3. The barrel is provided with an internally threaded
end 15. The split ring 12 has an externally threaded end 16. Thread 15 is adapted to
threadably engage thread 16 of the split plug 12. The split plug 12 is provided with a

pair of opposed slots 17. The respective threaded portions 15,16 are relatively

tapered whereby threaded engagement of the split ring 12 with the barrel 11 causes
slots 17 o close up, thereby reducing the cross section of the passage 13 at the
split plug. In this way, a pencil held within passage 13 may be retained thereby.

The barrel is provided with a pocket clip 20. In this embodiment the barrel is

made blind by closed end portion 21 of the barrel 11.
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Figure 2 shows the split plug 12 threadably engaged with the barrel 11.

In use, the split plug 12 may be loosened or removed from the barrel 11. A
pencil 14 may be inserted but-end first through the opening 22 of the split plug 12. In
this embodiment, the opening is hexagonal so as to accommodate a pencil of
hexagonal cross section. (The hexagonal cross section may be more clearly seen in
figure 4) The pencil is inserted though the split plug 12 to the extent required for use.
The split plug 12 and pencil are then threadably engaged with the barrel 11 and

tightened to retain the pencil 14. The writing assembly incorporating pencil 14 and
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accessory 10 is shown in figure 4. In figure 4, the outer surface of the split ring 12 is
textured so as to facilitate a user's grip when tightening.

When it is desired to sharpen the pencil, the split ring 12 may be loosened by
partially unscrewing the split plug 12 from the barrel 11. When loosened, the pencil
14 can be gripped about the writing end 23 and be withdrawn from the barrel.

The accessory may also be provided with a separate pencil point cover (nhot
shown) which can protect the pencil point when not in use. Typically, the cover is
engagable with the barrel 11.

It can be seen that the accessory of the present invehtion can be used to
retain a writing implement such as a pencil in a firm and efficient manner. The
accessory may be used with pencils of virtually any length and allows the use of
shortened pencils or pencil stubs which under normal circumstances would be
discarded. This can significantly extend the life of a pencil. Further the accessory
provides means of atiaching a pencil to a user’s clothing or other suitable surface.
This may reduce the likelihood of pencils being misplaced. Still further, the
accessory can provide a means of covering the point of a pencil or the like. This can
avoid inadvertent damage or breaking of the pencil tip and may also protect cloths or
the like from being damaged or marked by the writing tip of a writing implement. The
accessory may be re-used any number of times.

In the present specification and claims, the term “comprising” and related
terms “comprises” and “comprise” are used inclusively and include the stated integer
or integer together with any unstated integer or integers.

It will of course be realised that while the above has been given by way of

illustrative example of this invention, all such and other modifications and variations
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thereto as would be apparent to persons skilled in the art are deemed 1o fall within

the broad scope and ambit of this invention as is herein set forth.
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CLAIMS

1. An accessory for a hand held implement where said implement is a writing
implement, including:

a retaining means comprising a sleeve having an internal passage to accept
the axial insertion of the implement and having at least one externally threaded
portion and having at least one splif; and

a tubular body having at least one open end having an internally threaded
portion for engagement with the externally threaded portion of the retaining means;
and

wherein said internally threaded portion of the tubular body having a taper
relative to the said externally threaded portion of the retaining means; and

wherein threadably engaging the retaining means with the tubular body

tightens the retaining means retaining the implement therein.

2. An accessory for a hand held implement where said implement is a writing
implement, including:
a tubular body comprising at least one open end having an internally

threaded portion; and

a retaining means comprising a sleeve having an internal passage 1o accept
the axial insertion of said implement, and having at least one split, and having an
externally threaded portion for engagement with said internally threaded portion of

the tubular body; and
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wherein said externally threaded portion of the retaining means having a

taper relative to said internally threaded portion of tubular body; and

wherein threadably engaging the retaining means with the tubular body

tightens the retaining means retaining the implement therein.

3. The accessory of claim 1 or 2 wherein the implement is a pencil.

4. The accessory of claim 1 or 2 wherein the implement is a stylus or scribe.

5. The accessory of claim 1 or 2 wherein the implement is a solid coating

material implement.

6. The accessory of claim 1 or 2 wherein the implement is a pen.
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