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To all whom zt may concern:

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE N. MASON, OF READING, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR TO READING HARDWARE

COMPANY, OF READING, PENNSYLVANIA, A CORPORATION OF PENNSYLVANIA. -

LOCK-STOP PROTECTOR.

A

Be it known that I, Georce N. MASON,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Reading, in the county of Berks and ‘State

of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Lock-Stop Pro-
-tectors, of -which the following is a spe(:lﬁ-

cation.

This invention relates to 1mprovements in
locks and the object in the present instance
is to provide means for insuring against in-
terference with the lock stops of door latches
and like locks. In locks of this class, the
latch. bolt is controlled by means of a pair
of stops or night latch buttons, which are

operated from the outside of the lock and
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which project through the face plate. When
these stops are set they will determine
whether or not the latch bolt may be with-

‘drawn by the turning of the knob. It fre-

quently happens that these stops are inter-
fered with, either intentionally or acciden-

that I have devised the present device. In

5 my construction I provide a plate adapted to
cover and protect these stops and means for.

locking the plate so that interference, either
intentional or accidental, is impossible.
The invention is more fully described in
the following specification and clearly illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, in

which

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my lock
with the locking plate open. Fig. 2 is-a
vertical sectional view through the face plate
and locking plate, showing the lockmg
means for the locking plate.

The numeral 1 des1gnates the lock casing

" which is of ordinary construction and is pro-

vided with the usual face plate 2 in which
are located two stops 3 which project
through openings in ‘said plate and which
are adapted to control the action of the latch
bolt. When either of these stops is pressed
to its inner or retracted position, the other
is automatically protracted. This is the

‘usual construction in latches of this class

In my present construction, when it.is de-
sired to control the -latch bolt, the "stops
are operated as usual, and Iy ‘rovide a plate
4, which is hinged at its top 5 to the face
plate 2 and which covers the stops 3. This
plate is formed with 2 tongue 7 and the face
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plate is provided w1th a reglstermg opemng
8 therefor.

In the rear of the face plate and secured
thereto immediately below the main lock
casing, I locate a latch or locking device 9
of simple construction, adapted to catch and
lock the plate 4 in closed position in the face
plate, thus protecting the lock stops against
interference -and msurlng it against inten-
tional or accidentdl movement of the lock
stops by any one other than those provided
with means for unlocking the plate.

The latch 9 consists of a casing 10 inclos-
ing a spring backed latch bolt 11 adapted to
snap into the tongue 7 when the plate is
closed, and capable of being withdrawn by
means of a key 13 which can be inserted in
the cylinder 12 This cylinder is provided

with a pin 14, adapted to contact, when the

¢ylinder is turned, with the offset 15 on the
lower end of the bolt 11 to retract it..

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim and desire to secure by-Letters
Patent is:—

‘1. A protector for lock stops comprlsmg a-

plate hinged to the face plate of the lock
adapted to cover the stops and means for
locking said plate in closed position.

" 2. A protector for lock stops comprising
a plate hinged to the face plate of the lock,
adapted to cover the stops a tongue on said
plate, and a catch secured to said face plate
adapted to engage said tongue when the
plate is closed.
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8. A lock comprising a casing, a latch

bolt, stops for controlhng said latch bolt, a
plate adapted to cover the -exposed ends ‘of
said stops and means for locking said plate
1n closed position.

4. In a lock, a casmg, provided with a
face plate, a lafch bolt, stops for controlling
the action of said latch bolt, a locking plate
hinged to the face plate and adapted to pro-
tect said stops when closed, and a latch se-
cured to the face plate and adapted to en-
gage and lock said loekmg plate when in
closed position.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

GECRGE N. MASON.
‘Witnesses: :

Ep. A. KELLY,
Crara E. Youna.
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