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This invention relates to accordion, or like,
supports and more particularly to 3 supplemental
support for an accordion whereby an accordion
player may be relieved of a part of the weight of
such an instrument,

An accordion, or like instrument, is relatively
heavy and it usually requires considerable move-
ment while being played, one hand ang arm

- actuating the playing keys while the other hand
and arm actuates tone stops and operates the
bellows, whereby the instrument must be sup-
ported in convenient position for such manipula-
tion. In most instances the accordion is hung by
straps about the user’s shoulders and thus its
entire weight is imposed thereon.

Beginners, and particularly children, often fing
the weight of an accordion, when hung from
their shoulders, very tiring and somewhat incon-
venient. In the instance of very young children,
this constant burden and strain upon theiy shoul-
ders seriously interferes with the proper manipn-
lation of the instrument for efficient playing and
thus retards playing Instruction, whereby the
child often becomes discouraged.

When playing an accordion, or like instrument,
it is necessary that the same be allowed consid-
erable freedom of movement in all directions so
that its user may obtain expression and tone
effects, and experience what is termed g “feel”
of the instrument. Any supplemental support,
therefore, must be of such nature that it will hot
interfere with the user’s ahility to freely move
the insfrument, or effect the “feel” in playing,
an experienced player having the impression
that the instrument ig a part of him and g be-
ginner must be taught to experience this same
impression, or “feel.”

It is one object of this invention tq provide an
accordion, or like instrument, support, which will
supplement the usual supporting straps and
carry at least part of the weight of the instru-
ment without interfering in any manner with
the proper playing operation of the same.

Another object is to provide a support for an
accordion which will permit free movement of
the same while assisting the usual supporting
straps in supporting the instrument in proper
playing position in respect to the user.

A further object is to provide an accordion
support which will be relatively inexpensive to
manufacture, simple in construction, compact,
of pleasing appearance, and very eflicient and
durable in use.

With these and other objects in view, which
will appear as the description proceeds, there
have been illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings several forms in which the features and
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principles of this invention may be conveniently
and practically embodied.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a front view of an accordion being
supported by a support embodying the features
and principles of this invention;

Figure 2 is a side view of the same:

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the supporting
frame used with the supporting device shown in
Figures 1 and 2;

Figure 4 is a front view of an accordicn sup-~
porting device, similar to that shown in Figures
1, 2, and 3, but of somewhat modified form;

Figure 5 is a side view of another modified
form of an accordion supporting device:

Figure 6 is a broken away front view of the
supporting device shown in Figure 5: and

Figure 7 is a side view of an accordion sup-
port similar to that shown in Figures 5 and 8 but
of somewhat modified form.

Referring now to the drawings wherein like
reference numerals designate like parts through-
out the several views, the reference numersl {{
denotes an accordion in its entirety and which
has the usual key board 12, bellows i3, stops 14,
and a wrist strap 15. Loops 18 and 11, usually
of metal, are provided one upon the upper end
and the other upon the lower end of the accor-
dion easing, to which shoulder supporting straps
18 and 19 are fastened. The straps 18 and 19 ex-
tend from the bottom loop i7 under the users’
arms forwardly over the shoulder and downward~
ly in front of the user to the loop 16. Due to
being supported by the straps {8 and 19, as above
described, the accordion is free to be moved, or
swung, in any direction while its entire weight is
imposed upon the user’s shoulders. Each of the
straps 18 and (9 are provided with buckles 28
whereby they may be adjusted in length. )

To partially eliminate the constant strain of
supporting the entire weight of an accordion on
the user’s shoulders, the supplemental supports
illustrated, embodying the features and prin-
ciples of this invention, are brovided, particu~
larly for small children, although, in some in-
stance, adults will find the same convenient and
useful. The preferred supplemental accordion
support shown in Figures 1, 2, and 3, of the ac-
companying drawings includes g, supporting
frame comprising a horizontal fioor engaging
base 21 preferably of rod-like material hent into
the form of g triangle. An arm 22 extends ver-
tically from. a corner of the base 21 and is re-
ceived in, and by, means of a rivet 23, is fastened
to a sleeve 24. A vertical arm 25, of another rod-
like member is received in the upper end of the
sleeve 24 and is slidable therein for vertical ad-
Justment. A thumb screw 26 is provided to lock
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the arm 25 in any of its vertically adjusted posi-
tions in the sleeve 24.

A horizontal arm 21, integral with the arm 24,
extends back over the base 21 and, when in use,
is disposed between the body of the accordion
user and the accordion 1. A loop 28 is provided
on the free end of the arm 27. A strap 29, which
may be of elastic material, is wrapped over the
loop 28 and extends downwardly and is wrapped
over the lower loop 11, which is attached to the
accordion. The strap 29 is provided with a
buckle 38 whereby it may be adjusted in length.

By the provision of the supplemental accordion
support consisting of the base 2!, and arms 22,
25 and 27, and the strap 28, an accordion may be
suspended in proper playing position in front
of a user and will assist the usual shoulder straps
18 and {9 in carrying the weight of the accordion,
relieving the strain upon the user’s shoulders.
The free movement of the accordion, while being
played, is not interfered with since, due to the
one point suspension, the strap 23 being attached
at only one point to the accordion, whereby the
latter is free to be swung in any direction while
being played. Thus the “feel,” or impression of
being one with the accordion, is not interfered
with, or destroyed. A user may be seated, or
standing, and still obtain all of the advantages
of the use of this supporting means.

In instances where it is not desirabie, nor con-
venient, to use a floor eéngaging base 21, a base
member, or chair seat clamp, 31, see Figure 4,
imay be secured, as by welding, directly to the
sleeve 24, and the arm 25 may pass through the
sleeve 24 and be locked in vertically adjusted
position by a thumb screw 25. The clamp 3l
comprises a seat plate 32 spaced from an arm 33
through whieh a clamp screw 34 is screwed to
engage the underside of a chair seat 35 to clamp
the plate 32 thereto.

In the form shown in Figures 5 and 6, a supple-
mental base member, or chair seat, 41 is provided
to be placed upon any chair seat 42 -and held in
place when the accordion player is seated there-
on. Laterally spaced apart sleeves 43 are secured
to the seat 41 and extend vertically therefrom
at the rear edge thereof. Vertically disposed
rods 44 and 45 are received one in each sleeve 43,
and are vertically adjustable in respect thereto,

being locked in adjusted position by a thumb &

screw 46.

An arcuately bent channel member 47 is se-
cured to the upper end of each rod 44 and 45 in
position to, preferably gently, rest on the accor-
dion user’s shoulders. The usual accordion sup-
porting straps 18 and 198 are wrapped one over
each arcuate member 47 within the c¢hannel 48
thereof, whereby the accordion ! will be sup-
ported by the rods 44 and 45 instead of directly
by the shoulders of the user. Substantially all
the required movements of an accordion, while
it is being played, will he permitted when such a
gupport is being used.

In the form shown in Figure 7, each of the
arcuate members 47, over which the straps 18
and {9 are wrapped, is attached, as by welding,
to a bent rod 51. The vertical portion 52 of each
rod 5i is slidingly mounted in a base member,
or bracket, 53, being locked in any vVertically
adjusted position by a thumb screw 54. The
bracket 53 has spaced apart arms 55 and 56 which
are adapted to straddle the back 51 of a chair.
A clamp screw 58 screwed through the arm 56 is
provided to clamp the bracket 53 to the chair
batk 57. .
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By the provision of the accordion supports
shown in the drawings, and as above described,
substantially all of the weight of an accordion
may be imposed on the support rather than upon
the shoulders of the accordion player and with-
out affecting the free movements of the accor-
dion, required while it is being played. By ad-
justing the supports, as described, the amount
of weight of the accordion supported thereby,
may be varied. The player, by supporting more,
or leéss,; of the weight of the accordion upon his
shoulders experiences the proper “feel” of being
one with the accordion, and readily learns to play
the instrument in the proper manner whereby,
after the user becomes an experienced player, the
supplemental support may be dispensed with.

While there has been shown and described
herein a preferred form of supplemental accor-
dion support with various modifications theréof
all embodying the features and principles of this
irivention, it will be understood that the samie

may be embodied in other specific forins without.

departing from the spirit and essential attributes
thereof, and it is therefore desired that the pres-
ent embodiments be considered as illustrative and
not restrictive, reference being had to the claims
rather than to the foregoing description to indi-
cate the scope of the invention.

Having thus fully disclosed the invention, what
is claimed as new, and for which it i§ desired to
obtain Letters Patent, is:

1. In an accordion support, an elongatéd ver-
tically disposed longitudinally movable member,
a support for the member at the lower end of the
latter, said membeér being vertically adjustable
with respect to said support, a rigid strap-receiv-
ing element extendirig from the upper end of said
member, and & flexible adjustable strap depend-
ing from said element and connected to an accor-
dion permitting swinging movement of the accor-
dion in any direction.

2. In an accordion support, a rod-like horizon-~
tally disposed base member of triangular shape
having an upwardly directed extension at one
corner thereof, a right-angular rod having one
end adjustably connected to said extension for
vertical movement of said rod, said rod having a
strap-receiving portion at the other end thereof,
and a flexible adjustable strap depending from
said strap-receiving portion of the rod and con-
nected to anh accordion at the underside thereof,
said strap permitting swinging movement of the
accordion in any direction.

3. In an accordion support, an arcuate strap-
receiving methber, a support for said member,
said member being vertically adjustable with re-
spect to said support, ahd a flexible adjustable
strap depending from said member and having
its lower end connected to an accordion at the
underside thereof, said arcuate member. beilig
adapted to overlie a player’s shoulder, and said
strap permitting movement of the accordion in
any direction. :

EDWARD SANZONE.
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