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(57) Abstract: Provided is a zoom lens that comprises a first
lens group (G1) having a negative refractive power, a second
lens group (G2) having a positive refractive power, and a
third lens group (G3) that are arranged in this order from the
object side along the optical axis. When varying magnifica-
tion from a wide-angle end state to a telephoto end state, at
least the first lens group (G1) and the second lens group (G2)
move so that the interval between the first lens group (G1)
and the second lens group (G2) decreases and the interval
between the second lens group (G2) and the third lens group
(G3) increases, and the following conditional expressions are
satisfied: 0.80 < (-f1)/(fwxft)'? < 1.20 and 0.90 < f2/fw <
1.50, wherein {1 is the focal length of the first lens group
(G1), fw is the focal length of the zoom lens (ZL) in the
wide-angle end state, ft is the local length of the zoom lens
(ZL) in the telephoto end state, and 12 is the focal length of
the second lens group (G2).
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