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To aZZ lphon it 7nal/ conae77? - 
Beit known that I?MELUSINA FAY PEIRCE? 

acitizen of the United States,residingat No. 
16AStor Street?in the city of Chicago county 
of Cook and State of Illinois have invented 
the following new and useful Improvement 
in Dwelling-Blocks of which thisis a speci 
fication. - - 

This invention relates to buildings more 
eSpecially to that GlaSS thereof known as 
“apartment-houses;" and the object of the 
Same is to Construct an apartment-building 
whichwill provide in each apartment all the 
privacyand Comforts of a two-story dwelling 
and to remove from the entire buildingasfar 
as possible the danger offire andits commu 
nicationfrom one dwelling to another Fur 
ther objects will appear below. 
To thisend myinvention ConsistSin a con 

Struction ofapartment-buildings asset forth 
in many ofitsp0SSiblevariationsinthisspeci 
fication oneform beingillustratedin theac 
Companying drawings wherein? 
Figure Iis avertical Section orithe lineII 

Of Fig II Figs II and III are sections on 
the lines IIIIand IIIIIIof Fig I Fig IV 
isa viewin perspective showingone example 
ofornament ofwhichthe blockissusceptible. 
Broadly Speaking this apartment-houSeor 

gallery-blockCompriseSanumberoftwo-story 
dwellings Superimposed upon each other. 
three being Shown in Fig I and a number 
of Such tiers of dwellings arranged side by 
side six being shown in Figs. II and III, 
thus making eighteen dwellings within the 
apartment-building The whole mounted 
On One foundation under One roof Can be 
served with one or moregeneral stairways or 
elevatorSto reach the Outer doorS. 
In Figs. II and III at a and b are shown 

in outline the arrangement of the various 
rooms in the floors of one dwelling It is to 
be understood that the respective floors of 
each dwellingare tobecut upintorooms?1ike 
those ofthe ordinary two-Story houses. The 
lowermost apartments have their front Steps 
o leading out onto the pavement and they 
may have cellars or basements d. Contigu 
ous houses may have a iight-well e between 
them and some of the houses may be pro 
vided with bow windows f Stairs g lead 
from one floor above on the interior of each 

dwelling Inthese respects everyindividual 
dwellinghasalltheconveniences and privacy 
of a two-story house. 

Provision is made for acoess to and from 
the front doors of those dwellings which are 
above the pavementas follows: E designates 
entrance-shafts for elevators orgeneral Stair 
ways of which I have herein shown one at 
the front and another at the rear and both 
at about the Center ofthelength of the block, 
although they may be elsewhere located and 
in numbers according to the length of the 
blook. These elevator-shafts are inolosed 
within their own independent walls to and 
standoutsidethewallsofthe building Such 
walls should be fireproof except possibly 
those marked M?which intervene between 
the two Stories of any One dwelling. 
By making_fireproof the walls and floors 

between one dweIling and those above and 
at either side of it a fire in one dwelling will 
not be Communicated to the otherS. 
Astheelevator-shaftsused in thisbuilding 

are located entirely outside the inclosing 
walls danger fromfireinthemiseliminated. 
Althoughnothereinillustrated itisappar 

ent that single Systems of hot and cold wa 
ter heat gas electricity and power for the 
elevators and one common ofice will answer 
for the entire building?it-only being neGeS 
sary that the wires and pipes wherethey pass 
through a fire-wall be Carefully protected So 
asto prevent the spread offire These fea 
turesarenotillustrated because theyform no 
part of the present invention and are men 
tioned onlybeCauSetheyarepeculiarlyadapt 
ed to eGonomical employment in this type of 
building. 
The elevator orgeneralstairway shafts re 

quire a landing onlyat every other floor the 
private stairs within each dwellingaffording 
communication to each bedroom-floor The 
main entrance from the ground is preferably 
at thefront of the elevator-shaft aSShown at 
F?although it may bein thesides if desired. 
At everyalternate floorare doorways D from 
the shaft openingontogalleries G?which lat 
ter extend the entire length of the buildings 
and have the usual railings R The Samear 
rangement prevails with the rear elevator 
shaft ifan elevator or Stairway is employed 
there Bypreference theelevator-shaftsare 
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situated as best seen in Fig III?opposite a 
solid portion ofthe fire-wall W?and thefront 
doors H of the various dwellingsabove those 
which have their front steps open onto the 
gallery G?preferably at points remote from 
the elevator-shaft Thegalleries Cserve the 
purpose not only as asidewalk to reach the 
private dwellings but may be of suffieient 
width to Serve aS baloonies or verandas. 
The floor of one veranda serves as a roof to 
protect the one immediately below it and it 
is obvious that by having connecting ladders 
orslides at convenientintervals they willalso 
Serve as fire-escapeS. 
The dwellings may be planned in pairs 

with their front doorsadjoining They may 
have back buildings. Certain of them may 
be made of double width by removing or 
piercing the intermediate fire-wall Certain 
Of them Inay be made higher than twostories 
by employing additional stalways g and 
pierCing the necessary floors. The entire up 
per Story inay be Coristructedin the form of 

25 
a hall thefull lengtb of the building There 
may be a roof-garden Fire-escapes (indi 
Cated at X or elsewhere but always outside 
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Story to the other this gallery-block would | 

the fire-wall)are in communication with all 
galleries. All elaboration is possible in an 
apartment-building or gallery-block of this 
Gharacter which is now possible in those 
buildings not possessing the advantages of 
my ConStruction. 
Intheuse ofthis building the tenants of the 

lower dwellings(ifthelowerstoryisnotused 
for shops) enter by their front steps C pre 
Cisely aS though they livedin a row of two 
Story houses and are not required to use the 
elevator-shaft Thosetenantslivingindwell 
ingSabove thosejust describedenterthe com 
mon Shaft at itS front door F?ascend to the 
proper doorway D for their own row walk 
alongtheirowngallery Gas thoughthey were 
On the Sidewalk and enter their own front 
door h For household servioe and for the 
use of the Servants the back doors and the 
reargalleries and Shafts are usedin thesanie 
Way. 

are reached bythe elevators which latterbe 
ing built outsidetheinclosingfire-wallaford 
no Ghannel for flames in Case of a conflagra 
tion within Such inclosing wall. 
Amongtheadvantagesofthisform of build 

ing may be enumerated the following: 
Instead of the European “apartment" or 

“flat"ofonestoryonly witheverythingand 
everybody On one floor involving almost in 
Variably a long Corridor and Small dark Cell 
like rooms openingfromit with no true pri 
Vagy or Comfort for either mistress or maid, 
and with a distressing monotony in the home 
life from being unable to change from one 

reStore to the most important element of the 
population?namely to the immense class 

It will be thusseenthat the galleries 
?Serve the purpose of elevated sidewalks and 

between the “rich" and the “poor"-the 
two-story typical American home, in which l 

734,938 

fromearlycolonial days “Americanism" has 
been developed. - 
Each two-Story gallery block-house poS 

S?SS?S?? 

First Separate parlor and bedroom-floors 
with all that these imply. 
Second Light and air in every room. 
Third. ItS Own exterior front door. 
Fourth Intheoutsidegalleriesplay-places 

for the children and sitting-placesin Summer 
for the family in the front gallery and for 
the ServantS On the rear One. With Such 
genuine “homes" families would not be 
foreed to leave the Gity in Summer for relief 
from the heat as much as they do now thus 
Saving enormous annual expense and also 
that unfortunate separation of families for 
monthS at a time which So often reSults in 
unhappineSS. 
Fifth The gallery-block by its two novel 

architectural features of the elevator-tower 
and connecting-galleries two stories apart 
actually Supplies the Variety and good pro 
portion in high buildings whichall the archi 
tectural ingenuity hitherto applied to the 
problem has failed Satisfactorily to achieve? 
On business Streets and Centers Such a block 
Could Combine Stores on its lower stories, 
the galleries not beginning until the home 
Storiesarereached andthe block couldfinish 
at the top with a school a public hall or a 
Church domed turreted orspired asits cen 
tral feature. 
Sixth For the rich these houSes could be 

planned with a dooropeninginto a wide cen 
tral hall with eSthetio stairoase and with 
r00mS On either hand and the Staircase 
Could be Carried through the house above, 
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making a noble mansion of four Stories with 
four central halls connected bythree central 
StairCaseS. * 

Seventh For the pooror working class the 
single house of the cheaper gallery-block 
Could be adapted one story each to a family 
of the better type and half a story each to 
the families of the poorertype. 
What I claim as new is? 
1. An apartment-building comprising a 

plurality of dwellings builtintiers one above 
another; each dwelling havingits own front 
door each dwelling comprisinga plurality of 
Stories Gonnected by stairways within but 
Gonnected by an external gallery with an ex 
ternal entranCe-Shaft. * 

2: Agallery-block consisting ofa plurality 
of dwellings, built one above the other with 
fireproof floors between them extending be 
yond their upright walls each dwelling hav 
ing a plurality of Stories connected by stair 
ways and an entrance-door in the upright 
wall justabovesaidextension oftheflooring, 
and an entrance-shaft outside said upright 
Walland havingdoorways opening ontosaid 
extension. 
3 Agallery-block consisting of a plurality 

ofdwellingsbuiltone abovetheotherintiers, 
a plurality of suchtiers builtside bysideun 
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der?a Common roof upright fireproof Walls 
betweenthetiers?fireprooffloorsbetweenthe 
dwellings in each tier and extending beyond 
theirupright walls into galleries common to 
all the dwellings in that row each dwelling 
being composed of a plurality of Stories con 
nected bystairways and the upper dwellings 
havingentrance-doorsopeningontotheirgal 
leries while the lower dwellings have en 
trapCe-doors leadingto the SideWalk and an 
entrance-shaft outside the Common upright 
wall of the block and having doorways oppo 
Site the respective galleries. 
4 A gallery-block Comprising inclosing 

fireproof walls of Substantially rectangular 
Contour a Commonfoundation anda Common 
roof uprighttransversefireproof walls divid 
ing the blook into tiers horizontal fireproof 
floors dividing all the tiers into separate 
dwellings other floors(not necessarily fire 
proof)dividingthedwellingsintostoriescon 
nected by stairways the lower Story of each 
dwelling havingits own front and back door, 
and such doors of the lowermost dwellings 
leadingto the ground galleries extendingthe 
length of the block in front and rearjust be 
neath the other doors and means Common to 
all the galleries for afording access to them 
from the ground, 

5. A gallery-block Comprising inclosing 
fireproof walls of substantially rectangular 
Contour a commonfoundationanda common 
roof uprighttransversefireproof walls divid 
ing the block into tiers horizontal fireproof 
floors dividing all thetiersintoseparate two 

3 

story dwellings other floors of non-fireproof 
material dividing the dwellings intotwosto 
ries each conneoted by stairways the lower 
story of each dwelling having its front and 
back door and Such doors of the lowermost 
dwellings leading tothe ground galleriesex 
tending the length of the block in front and 
Tear just beneath the other doors and hence 
at every other Story of the block elevator 
shafts at front and rear located entirely out 
side the inclosing walls and extending 
through all the galleries entrance-doors to 
Such Shafts at about the level of the ground, 
and exit-doorways in the sides of Said shafts 
at every gallery. 

6. Agallery-block consistingof a plurality 
of dwellings built one above the other andin 
a series of Such tiers side byside imperforate 
walls between the various tiers imperforate 
floors between the various dwellings in each 
tier each dwelling being divided into com 
municating rooms and having an entrance 
doorthroughthe front wall ofthe block?steps 
?leadingfromthedoorsofthelowermost dwell 
ingstotheground agalleryoutside the front 
wall under all the front doors of the dwell 
ings in each rowabovethelowermost andan 
elevator-shaft havingan entrance-doorat the 
ground-level and exit-doorways onto each 
gallery. 

MELUSINA FAY PEIRCE. 
Witnesses: 

B. E.AMTGEN, 
H. L. MCCLATCHEY. 
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