Sheet 1..

3 Sheets

Patented Aug. 24, 1897,

W. L. BASS.
PARLOR GAME APPARATUS.

No. 588,811.

(No Model.})

e 5
T R T O O O B U B R PrrTTiT [T & W
b aed b e e e S e gt e e Ll S
*F-_+ - I— Pt TET T T TS T T b P 7 g m
L] 5 1] N N
I = <
F-1 T .
-+ —4
Lo + >
I hu |
oI T ; iezis
1_1 |HI
[ _. s
= 5 : 1
[ i+ ”
HER :
M far Pwu ‘
:wx /o ot A Sy 4 5
. R aRERE _ A §
- T P
-+ £ - 3
NH 4 - H
L ] =i i
“ t |_||” 4
k- : H-
L I
L] _ L
=7 | ]
£ ; T
L H-l 0
_ H...“ w N
Y .
e g
| SR
_ i S ] =aks = (L o
I._ﬁl* Llrerml]TnﬂwupHWL T:W\m_.]liwl LI‘MQI“I-TnWWnr«il_ﬁl.Tl.vml._W\wlLlwalx_rlTl_l.Tl_l_ll_ g
Il_.lller_lhnlml.“.L ._vl_ﬁ . _l._Il_I.llrl-lnmlLl.l_lL.L N T S N AN O ORI O VN N O Y A

WV




(No Model.) ' 3 Sheets—Sheet 2.
‘W. L. BASS.
PARLOR GAME APPARATUS.
No. 588,811. Patented Aug. 24, 1897,
a1 Q
I
E: oy .'
AR
NID
N 1N
NILJ: ORN
NE)
. " N
% - $/0/@O
L"' oF L\ | O
B H—% ¥ L N
;;3\ S @
INEE
s10] O
i3 Nele
% O O
S N0 G- ¥R
| SRR -
. . O
§/0l@[0
K 10[0[0

ATTORNEYS . :

é??%@ﬂé oL e
‘%ﬂf?“" =y




Sheet 3.

3 Sheets

W. L. BASS. |
PARLOR GAME APPARATUS.

{No Model.)

Py - 3 %
= NI
- = s
< vt N
[aY] W <
50 \
< N &
=
O
-
(<]
[ ]
)
.-}
- ololololelole

OO0 OIOIOI0IISIO O O

OO0 |0I00]  |O0|O|0|0
OLCIO[O1 21| C OlOI01®|0|0|0] Ol® |0
\N%Nr&x O

ellelcllelle]olle, o are
©
[0 0]
o0
[Ye)
S
=

THE NORRIS-PETERS CC.. PHOTO-UT!




10

5

UNITED STATES

»

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM L. BASS, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK,

PARLOR-GAME APPARATUS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 588,811, dated August 24, 1897.
. Application filed December 24; 1896, Serial No, 61 6,869, (No mbdel.)l

To all whom it may concerm.: »
Be it known that I, Wirriam L. BAss, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Brook-

lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New

York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Parlor-Game Apparatus, of
which the following is a specification.

The object of this invention is to furnish a
game for indoor or parlor use which affords
entertainment in a manner similar to check-
ers, chess, &c., and with the similarity and
fascination of a game of foot-ball as actually
played on a field.

The invention consists of an indoor or par-
lor game comprised of a rectangular field di-
vided in a similar manner to the conventional

- foot-ball field, furnished with pieces serving
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to comprisesets of ““rush-men,” *“backs,” and
a “referee” for each side. The “rush-men”
and “backs” are provided with means for sup-
porting a ball which is adapted to be carried
by ‘“rush-men” or ‘“backs.”

The invention consists, further, of certain
details of construction, such as the arrange-
ment of the field and the construction of
‘““rush-men,” ‘“backs,” and ball, as will be

‘fully described hereinafter, and finally point-

ed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a plan view of a field for my im-
proved indoor game of “parlor foot-ball,”
showing both parties in ““line-up” at ““cen-
ter-line.” Tigs. 2 and 2° represent diagrams
illustrating the movesof a “rush-man.” Figs.
3and 3* are diagrams representing the moves
of a “back.” Fig. 4 is a diagram illustrating
control of ““rush-man” or ‘back” over piece
with ball. T'igs. 4* and 4" are diagrams illus-
trating the relative control of a ‘‘back” over
a piece with ball. Tigs. 5, 6,7, and 8 are di-
agrams illustrating the defense of the ball by
eight (5), six (6), and four (7) (8). Figs. 9
and 9* are diagrams representing, respec-
tively, the formation of a “wedge” on the
free field (9) and a ‘“wedge” on the ‘‘touch-
line” (9*). Figs. 10 and 10* are diagrams rep-
resenting the ‘“line-up” when the ball is hard
pressed onthe “goal-line? (10) orhard pressed
on the “touch-line” (10%). - Figs. 11,12, and 13
are respectively side and top views of pieces
adapted as a “rush-man” (11), a “back” (12),
anda“referee”(13). Fig.1l4isasideviewand

a central section of the ball adaptable in con-
nection with the *“‘rush-men” and ‘‘backs.”

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents a rectangular field, which is
formed on a piece of paper, pasteboard, wood,
or other snitable material, and made in the
relative proportion of seventy-five by one
hundred and fifteen, so as to correspond to
the number of yards in the field of the out-
door game of foot-ball. The field is made
rectangular and divided into single, double,
and treble or more spaces, tending to abbre-
viate the game. The shorter ends of the rec-
tangular field A are the ‘“goal-lines,” on
which the ‘‘goal-posts” «  are located, which
are indicated by black characters. The
longer sides of the rectangular field A are the
‘““touch-lines.” The distinguishing-line o
across the center of the field represents the
‘““center-line,” while the number of pro-
nounced lines @®a® on either side of the ‘“‘cen-
ter-line” and parallel therewith are respec-
tively the ““twenty-five-yard line” and ¢ fif-
teen-yard line.” The dotted lines A’, ar-
ranged parallel with the outside of the rec-
tangular field A, represent spaces. for play
when hard pressed on which pieces without
the ball are privileged to move. The dotted
lines a*, arranged diagonally in relation to the
‘“goal-posts,” are for guidance for attempting
a ‘“‘goal.”

" In conmection with the representation of
the field A my improved game is played with
a set of eight pieces B, representing ‘‘rush-
men,” one of which is available as a so-called
“quarter-back,” and a set of three ‘‘ backs”
D{foreach side, said * rush-men” and ‘“backs”
all-being entitled” to carry the ball. The
‘““rush-men” are represented by disks B, Fig.
11, provided with conically-tapering center
portions b, the ‘‘backs” by disks D, pro-
vided with shanks of greater height d than
the center portions b.of the ‘“rush-men” B,
said shanks having conically-tapering heads
d’, as shown in Fig. 12, while the ball is rep-
resented by a spherical body E, flattened at
one side and provided with a conically-ta-
pering recess ¢, extending from the fat side
inwardly, as shown in Fig. 14. "The ‘‘rush-
men,” ““‘backs,” and ball may be represented
by pieces in any other form and material,

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

85

90

95

I00



I0

15

20

25

30

w
1

J

40

45

50

55

6o

65

2 ‘ 588,811

«

provided, however, that each side has its
special distinguishing color—one side, for in-
stance, having black and the other white.
The “‘referee” for each side is represented by
asquare or other piece F, as shown in Fig. 13.
The ““rush-men” and ‘‘ quarter-back ” are en-
titled to move one space in either direetion
to a vacant square, while the ¢ half” and
“fpll” “backs” areentitled to move twospaces
in a square or diagonal direction, but not
over any men, to a vacant square. No piece
can move diagonally between two men, as
shown, respectively, in Figs. 2* and 3°, which
indicate by arrows the permissible motion
of the “‘rush-men” and *‘backs.”

The ¢ rush-men” command a ‘‘held” when
directly opposite theball, Fig. 4, and ‘“ backs”
when directly in front, Fig. 4, or within two
spaces in front, Fig. 4*. The ball is permit-
ted to be passed when ‘“‘held” or “free” to
one of the pieces of the same side one or two
spaces straight or diagonally back, or back-
ward, like a knight in chess, but the ball can-
not be passed to a piece already confronted
as ‘““held.”
front of the ball calls ‘“‘held,” the man car-
rying the ball cannot be moved, and when the
ball eannot be properly ““passed” in any di-
rection it is ‘‘down.” The ‘‘backs” can
command a “held” for a distance of one or
two spaces, and if a man can be placed toin-
terfere after a “‘back?” calls ““held” the ball
is still “free,” Fig.4*. Afterevery ‘“down”
the ball must win or lose three spaces in ref-
erence to the last‘‘line-up,” as indicated by
last location, as per “referee,” or the ball has
tochangehands. Thisthree-spacerule domi-
nates over all questions when regarded from
the ‘‘referee’s” position. When the ball
changes hands aftera “ down,” the other side
takes possession of the ball wherever it hap-
pens to be. After every ‘“down” a ‘‘line-
up” is in vogue, and the scattered men are
reassembled about the ball. From a ‘‘line-
up?” the side having the ball moves first by
““passing” the ball.

The ““referees” have to be maintained at
each “down” in proper location by the re-
spective parties. The *‘ referee” of each side

is located in line with the opponent’s ‘‘rush-

line,” leaving three spaces or more interven-
ing, and the partly failing to promptly locate
his “referee” yields three spaces and the
ball, if he has it, immediately apon discovery
of such neglect, where the ball happens to be.
The duty of the ‘‘referees” is to indicate
the last ‘“line-up,” they remaining perfectly
still until a fresh ““line-up” is to be made.

The game is played as follows :

1. The start.—The game is started by toss-
ing up for possession of the ball with all men
lined up on both sides of the ‘‘ center-line”
of the field. The ¢line-up” must consist of
seven men at least on the ‘‘rush-line,” one
“rush-man?” serving as ‘‘ quarter-back ” two
spaces back of the “‘rush-line.” The ‘‘half-
backs” are always located on the fourth

‘ward the ¢ half-backs.”

When an opponent squarely in’

spaces back of the *“ rush-line,” and the ¢ full-
back” on the sixth spaces back. No ‘“‘back”
can extend farther to the right or left thana
straight back protection of the ‘‘rush-line.”
This rule is always to be preserved, except
when hard pressed near the ¢ goal-line,” in
which case the ‘‘full-back ” first crowds to-
When the space is
still more limited, the ‘“half-backs” crowd
toward the ¢ quarter-backs,” and with still
more limited space the ‘‘quarter-backs”
crowd toward the ‘“rush-line.” The spaces
outside of the ‘‘goal-lines” and outside of
the ‘“touch-lines” are to be made use of when
opportanity offers itself in the formation of
a ‘“‘line-up.” The side not possessing the
ball can play without having any one on the
 quarter-back” line and can have cight
““line-men,” if desired.

11. Adwvancing the ball.—The ball can be
advanced by carrying, by the fault of oppo-
nent’s ‘““referee” to be properly located, or
by ‘“kicks,” which are ‘‘punts” or ‘‘drop-
kicks” acquired by the following formations:
A “punt” is a ball chosen tobe sent straight
forward and which ‘ecannot cross, but can go
as far as the ‘‘goal-line.” A ‘‘drop-kick”
advances the ball diagonally, extends as far
as the “touch-line” allows, and can cross the
““goal-line.” The act of ¢“kicking” the ball
counts a move, the opposing side to have one
move between the last move which completed
the kick formation and the sending of the
ball forward, which counts as a move. After
a “kick ” the ballis free to be acquired and
taken up by any man unless it lands on a
space occupied by a man. TFormation en-
titling o ¢ kicks” must be taken immediately
upon the completion of such formation and
for the full distance alloted or the opportunity
is lost. ““Kicks” are not compulsory when
theball isnot * held ” and cannot be “ passed.”
The party that brings all his men into the
serimmage first gets the ball for a new ‘‘line-
up.” )

“Kicks” are acquired under the following
conditions and prospective valuations: A
man with a ball, defended by eight of hismen,
as shown in Fig. 5, is entitled to an optional
“kick” of twelve spaces, ‘“‘drop” or ‘‘punt.”
When the ball is defended by three men in
front and three men behind, as shown in Fig.
6, the player is entitled to an optional *‘ kick”
of nine spaces. When the ball is defended

at right angles by four men squarely, asshown -

in Fig. 7, the player is entitled to an optional
“YLick?” of six spaces. When the ball is de-
fended and not ‘“held” by four men diago-
nally; as shown in Fig. 8, the playeris entitled
to an optional ¢“kick " of three spaces. When
the ball is defended by a ¢ wedge” formation,
as shown in Fig. 9, the player is entitled to
an . optional ‘‘kick” of fifteen spaeces. A

“wedge” is formed when the ball is exclu-
sively surrounded by its defenders, the for-
ward portion of the defenders forming a
“wedge,” with four men on ‘each side, the
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head man included when in the free field.
When the ““touch-line” interferes with the
equilateral formation, the long side must
count four men and the balance be “bunched”
toward the “touch-line” and the ball,asshown
in Fig. 9%, and in all *“wedges” the ball must
be immediately behind the most forward man.
The ““wedge,” however, cannot be formed on
the defensive with the ball back of the ¢ fif-
teen-yard line.” :

IIT. Scores.—When the ball is played
through opponents’ ‘‘goal-posts” by a “drop-
kick” or ““carried,” a *‘goal” is obtained,
which scores six.points. When the ball is
played across opponents’ ‘“goal-line” else-
where than through the ‘‘goal-posts” by a
“drop-kick” or by being ‘‘carried,” it is a
‘“touch-down,” scoring four points. When
the ball is carried back by the party over its
own. ‘‘goal-line,” between the ‘“goal-posts”
or not, it is called a ‘‘safety,” scoring two
points for the opponents. After scoring a
“goal” a new ‘‘line-up” is in vogue in the
center of the field, the ball passing to the op-
posing party. After a ‘“‘safety” the party
can play a new “line-up” on the ‘fifteen-
yard line” straight out.

““touch-down,” the party scoring can bring
the ball out as far as desired and have one
‘“line-up” to try for a ‘“goal,” and if made
the “touch-down” is turned into a *‘goal.”
If it is not made, only the ‘‘touch-down?” is
scored and the ball is in possession of the

After scoring a

~

opposing side and it is played back of their

“twenty-five-yard line,” straight out from
the immediate location of ‘the ball.

My improved game of indoor foot-ball may.

be played in connection with the foregoing
rules for governing the movements of *‘rush-

- men,” “backs,” ‘“referees,”and ball, also the

formation of the “‘line-ups,” ¢ wedges,” &e.,
and the ““score;” but it may also be played
with different rules, or with a number of ac-
cessory rules, which may be devised and laid
down for instructions, whereby the interest of
the game might be increased, preserving more
closely the various phases of the game of foot-
ball as played upon the actual field.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— - '

A game apparatus, consisting of a rectan-
gular field laid out with the usual lines of a
foot-ball field, an additionalsubdivided emer-
gency space on each side of said field, two
sets of differently-colored pieces representing
two foot-ball teams, and a ball adapted to be
carried by any piece of either team, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subseribing witnesses.

: ‘WM. L. BASS.

Witnesses: : '
PAUL GOEPEL,

GEO. W. JAEKEL.
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