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(57) Abstract: Provided is a fuel cell system capable of controlling
the water content of a fuel cell properly. An impedance comparing unit
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This impedance reference value is a reference value set for preventing
the water content of the fuel cell (40) from excessively decreasing. The
impedance comparing unit (150) compares the measured impedance fed
from an impedance operating unit (140) and the impedance reference
value, thereby to perform a scavenging control on the basis of the
comparison result.
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
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However, this matter cannot present any special technical feature,
because it ig described in the prior art documents gsuch as JP 7-235324

A (Toyota Motor Corp.), 5 September, 1995 (05.09.95), JP 2004-179086
A (Niggan Motor Co., Ltd.), 24 June, 2004 (24.06.04) and JP 2005-209610
A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 4 August, 2005 (04.08.05).

Among those grouped inventions of claims 1 - 7, therefore, there
is not any special technical feature that is so linked as to form a
single general inventive concept.

Therefore, it is apparent that the grouped inventions of claimg 1
- 7 do not comply with the requirement of unity of invention.

Next, the investigation ig made on the number of groups of the
inventions, which are described in the claims of this international
patent applicationandsolinkedas to formthe general inventive concept,
that is, the number of inventions.

Of the inventions of claims 1 - 7, what is described not according
tothematterof otherclaimsisthetwoinventions, whichareindividually
described in claims 1 and 4. The invention of claims 2 - 3 is described
according to the description of claim 1, and the invention of claims
5 - 7 ig described according to the desgcription of claim 4. No matter
other than the aforementioned one could be found out for making the
inventions correlative.

Therefore, it is deemed that in the scope of claims in this
international application, two inventions classified into “1 - 3” and
“4 - 7" are described.
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