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The present invention relates to receptacles and more
particularly to supports therefor.

An important object of the invention is to provide a
support for a receptacle which will permit ready move-
ment of the receptacle from an operative to an inopera-
tive position and vice versa, while restricting swinging
movement of the receptacle.

Another object of the invention is the provision of a
receptacle support which will support an additional ele-
ment which is of simple and inexpensive construction, and
which may be easily and quickly installed.

Other objects of the invention will be apparent during
the course of the following description.

In the accompanying drawings which form a part of
this specification, and wherein like characters of refer-
ence denote like parts throughout,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion of a bath-
room and illustrating the invention as applied to a soap
dish associated with the usual shower curtain,

Figure 2 is a similar view illustrating the soap dish
moved to an inoperative position,

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the soap dish showing
a portion of the curtain supporting rod,

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken on the line
4—4 of Figure 3,

Figure 5 is a rear elevation of the soap dish, looking
in the direction of the arrows 5—35 of Figure 3,

Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of a modi-
fication in which the soap dish is secured to one of the
usua} forms of curtain supporting hook rings,

Figure 7 is a side elevation of a further modified form
of receptacle support, the curtain rod and a portion of
the soap dish being shown in section, and

Figure 8 is a fragmentary front elevation of the recep-
tacle support of Figure 7.

In the drawings, wherein for the purpose of illustra-
tion is shown a preferred embodiment of the invention,
the numeral 10 designates a receptacle which for pur-
poses of illustration is shown as a soap dish, but which
may have other forms and applications. The soap dish
may be of any suitable shape and construction and may
be of any suitable material, such as, for example metal
or plastic, which has the advantage of low cost and is
easily fabricated. The soap dish is adapted to be sup-
ported on the curtain supporting rod 11 in conjunction
with the usual shower curtain 12.

For convenience in use with the shower fixture 13, it
is important that the soap dish be supported in an ele-
vated position well above the bathtub 14, and preferably
adjacent . the upper edge of the curtain 12. It is cus-
tomary to support shower curtains by means of suitable
rings or hooks freely slidable upon the curtain rod and
passing through suitable grommets, such as illustrated at
15, adjacent the upper edge of the curtain. With this
arrangement, the curtain may be moved to one end of the
tub by sliding the supporting rings or hooks along the
rod to the position shown in Figure 2 of the drawings.

In order for the soap dish to be conveniently used in
an elevated position adjacent the upper portion of the
curtain and supported from the curtain rod, it is neces-
sary that the dish be freely movable with the curtain
and its supporting members, so that the dish will not
interfere with normal movements of the curtain.
 In Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings, one form of shower
supporting hook or ring element now in use is illustrated,
which comprises a rod-encircling upper hook member 16
and a small depending curtain engaging loop or hook 17
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normally disposed vertically below the axial center of
the curtain rod. Such a hook has the upper hook mem-
ber 16 extending through an arc greater than 180°, but
substantially less than 360° and formed from relatively
thin flexible material, such as plastic or metal so that it
can be readily deformed to be passed over the curtain
rod and then when released, will spring back into its nor-
mal shape, so that it cannot be inadvertently removed
from the rod.

The hook member 16 has an inner radius slightly
greater than the exterior of the rod, so that it may also
slide freely on the rod.

In one form of the invention, a supporting member of
the same design as the curtain hook 16—17 is connected
to the soap dish by means of an arm or web 18 forming
a generally horizontal continuation of the lower portion
of the upper hook member 16’ and connected to the
upper edge of the side of the soap dish midway between
the ends of the dish. The dish, supporting hook and con-
necting web are shown as integrally formed, but obviously
may be separately formed and suitably connected, if de-
sired. The lower surface of web 18 is spaced above the
uppermost portion of the open end of the curtain sup-
porting lower hook member 17’, so as to provide a space
for passage of the curtain when the hook 17’ is passed
through the curtain grommet.

In use, the soap dish hook element 16'—17" is sub-
stituted for one of the usual supporting hooks 16-—17.
The upper hook member 16’ serves to slidably support
the dish from the curtain rod and the lower hook mem-
ber 17’ passes through one of the curtain grommets 15
and serves to support the curtain. The web 18 will ex-
tend inwardly to support the soap dish in a generally
horizontal position on the tub side of the curtain, and
the tendency of the soap dish weighted with a bar of soap
to turn about the axis of the curtain rod will be resisted
by the weight of the shower curtain carried by the lower
hook member 17°. When the shower curtain is moved
to one end of the rod 11, the soap dish will be moved
along with the curtain, as illustrated in Figure 2, and
will not only be out of the way, but will be hidden from
view by the curtain, Anyone taking a shower may
easily reach soap in dish 10 without bending over beneath
the shower spray and exposing the hair to the water
spray.

If desired, the soap dish may be formed independently
of the supporting member and attached to the supporting
member in any suitable manner. In Figure 6 is illus-
trated another form of curtain supporting ring in use,
which comprises a spring steel enlarged upper ring 1y
to receive the curtain rod, and a reduced and elongated
lower loop 20 to support the shower curtain. The ring
is separated near the top of the reduced lower loop and
the ends of the ring overlap, one end being enlarged
and recessed to receive the other end in a manner simi-
lar to a safety pin, so that the ring may readily be placed
on the rod 11 or removed therefrom. When used with
this type of ring, the web 18’ is provided with a substan-
tially vertical sleeve portion 21 to engage the elongated
portion 20 of the ring below the rod 11. The sleeve 21
may be molded about the ring portion 20 during manu-
facture, or as shown in Figure 6, may be split through-
out its length as at 22, so that it may be sprung over
the ring portion 20 of one of the shower rings in use.
In this form of the invention, the soap dish will be
supported in a horizontal position in the same manner
as in the form of the invention shown in Figures 1 to 5.

In Figures 7 and 8, a ring or hook member, similar
to that shown in Figures 1 to 5, is formed separately
from the soap dish 10" which is preferably provided with
a horizontal rim or flange 23 at its top. The lower por-
tion of the upper hook member 24 is extended beyond
and in spaced relation above the open top of the lower
hook member 25 and is provided with two spaced depend-
ing leg elements spaced forwardly of the lower hook 25
and terminating in forwardly projecting, substantially
horizontal flanges 27. A central lug 28 extends forward
in spaced relation above the level of the flanges 27 and
terminates in a depending flange 29. The soap dish may
be inserted between the lug 28 and flanges 27 by tilting
the dish, and as shown in Figure 7, will be engaged on
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its Jower side by flanges 27 and on its inner wall by de-
pending flange 29, the dish rim resting against the lower
surface of the central lug 28.

Other means of securing the soap dish to the shower
curtain and rod may be employed, but it is important
that a portion of the weight of the curtain will be exerted
upon the dish in a direction tending to resist the tendency
of the dish to turn about the axis of the rod.

While the invention has been shown and described as
applied to a soap dish for use with a shower curtain, it
may obviously be applied to any similar receptacle which
it is desired to support adjacent the upper portion of
a curtain of any kind which-is supported by a rod or simi-
lar fixture on which the curtain is movably supporied.

While I have shown and described the preferred em-
bodiment of the invention it is to be understood that vari-
ous changes in the size, shape, and arrangement of parts
may be resorted to without departing from the spirit of
the invention or the scope of the subjoined claims.

I claim:

l. The combination with a substantially horizontal
curtain rod, a shower curtain, and elements slidable on
the rod and engaging the upper edge portion of the cur-
tain to support the latter in hanging relation below the
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rod, of a horizontally disposed receptacle, a hook secured
to and extending upwardly from the receptacle to slidably
engage the curtain rod and support the receptacle at one
side of the rod, and means carried by said hook to en-
gage the upper edge portion of the curtain so that the
downward pull exerted by the weight of the curtain will
resist swinging movement of the receptacle out of a sub-
stantially horizontal plane. )

2. A combination of the character described in claim 1
wherein said hook is integral with said receptacle.

3. A combination of the character described in claim
1 wherein said receptacle is detachable with respect to
said hook.
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