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The present invention relates to traveling bags and,
more particularly, to a traveling bag or grip which is
constructed and arranged so that it may be readily re-
duced in size for storage or other purposes and so that
it may be easily and quickly set up into operative condi-
tion, ready for use.

One object of the invention is the provision of a col-
lapsible traveling bag with a frame which is of simple
construction and which can be readily collapsed and set
up within the bag enclosure for collapsing the bag and for
holding the bag enclosure in its normal bag-defining for-
mation.

Another object of this invention is to provide a bag
with a fabric or other flexible covering and with a light
frame for holding the covering in its bag formation,

Another object of the invention is the provision of a

frame which can be readily inserted as a unit into the
flexible or pliable bag enclosure and which can be easily
secured to the latter.

A yet further object of the invention is generally to

provide a traveling bag which is simple and inexpensive °

to manufacture and which is convenient in use and which
when not in use can be placed within a small space for
storage or other purposes.

The above and other objects, features and advantages
of the present invention will be fully understood from
the following description considered-in connection with
the accompanying drawings which illusirate the best
mode now contemplated by me for practicing my inven-
tion.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a iraveling bag embody-
ing the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a fragmeéntary secticnal view, on a larger
scale, taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the frame removed from
the bag, showing the frame in expanded or operative
condition, with a dotted line indication of the foldability
of said frame;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of part of the frame in its
folded condition;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken on the line
5—5 of Fig. 3; and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the bag in its folded
or collapsed condition.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the bag 16 embody-
ing the present invention, comprises a bag enclosure or
envelope 12 which is preferably formed of cloth or any
other suitable sheet material which is flexible or pliable
or which can be folded. Said bag enclosure or énvelope
comprises the opposite side walls 14 and 16, and a pe-
ripherally extending wall 18 to which said sides 14 and
16 are secured at their adjacent peripheral edges 20 and
22, respectively, by suitable seams or in any other way.
Side 14 is provided with an opening and a releasable
closure part 24 which may be closed and opened by a
slide operated fastener or zipper 26. The bag is provided
with a carrying handie 28.
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Pursuant to the present inventicn, the bag 12 is pro-
vided with a collapsible or foldable open frame 30 which
is formed of metal. Said frame is, of course, disposed
within the bag enclosure or envelope 12 and is operable,
in the expanded or set-up condition of the frame, to hold
the bag enclosure 12 in the normal box-like shape there-
of illustrated in Fig. 1. Said frame 3¢ comprises the
endless open members 32 and 34 which are preferably
formed of stiff wire and connected to each other by the
front and rear toggles each of which comprises the straps
36, 38. These toggle straps are all of the same con-
struction and are connected to each other and to the
frame members 32 and 34 in the same manner. The
companion straps 36 and 38 of each toggle are pivotally
connected to each other at their inner ends by a con-
ventionai hinge 490, and each of said straps has a reflexed
outer end portion 42 for pivotal securement to the frame
members 32 and 34, respectively, the reflexed portion 42
being pivotally engageable in an ear 44 which is spot
welded to the frame member 32 or 34. One of the
toggle strap members, here shown as the member 42,
is provided with a rigid end extension 46 fixedly secured
thereto as by a rivet or spot weld indicated at 48 in Fig.
5. The companion toggle strap member 36 is provided
with a retaining loop 58 which is slideably longitudinal of
said strap member fo releasably engage the extension 46
for releasably holding the toggle strap members 36 and
38 in their extended or frame-expanding positions, as
clearly shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 5. A cross bar 52 is
secured at its opposite ends to the front toggles and, more
particularly as here shown, to the toggle strap members
38, in any suitable way, as by rivets or by spot welds in-
dicated at 54. The brackets 56 to which the handle 28
is pivotally secured, in a conventional manner, have
portions which pass through the fabric of the bag en-
closure part 12 and through openings 58 in bar 52 and
are riveted over said bar as indicated at 68 in Fig. 2,
to secure the handle to the frame 39.

It will be understood that in the manufacture of the
bag the bag enclosure or envelope 12 and the frame 30
are manufactured as separate units, respectively, and are
thereafter assembled by inserting the frame 39 within
the bag through the opening in the side wall 14 after
which the brackets 56 of the handle 28 are fastened to
the bar 52 of the frame. It will be understood, in this
connection, that by thus making the bag enclosure 12
and the frame 30 as separate units and by designing the
bag enclosure and the frame so that the frame can be
readily inserted into said enclosure the manufacturing
and assembling operations are reduced to a minimum.
Moreover, by reason of the foldability of the frame and
the foldability of the bag enclosure or envelope 12, the
bag has the added advantage of being foldable into
a comparatively small size so that it takes up very little
room when not in use. However, unless otherwise speci-
fied in the claims, it is within the scope of the present
invention to construct the frame in such a manner that
it is not readily collapsible after it is inserted in the bag,
if the collapsible feature is not desired and this can be
accomplished in any suvitable way, for example by rigidly
securing the extension 46 of one strap member 38 to the
companion .strap member 36, by a rivet or by spot weld-
ing or by any other device, after the frame is inserted
within the bag enclosure and arranged in its expanded
condition for holding said enclosure in its box-like for-
mation.

As shown by the drawings, the frame 30 is dimensioned
in relation to the interior of the bag so that the frame
members 32 and 34 lie closely adjacent to the peripheral
edges 20 and 22, respectively, of the bag, i. e., at the junc-
tures of the peripheral wall 18 with the sides 14 and 16,
respectively. When the frame is collapsible, as it is in
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the preferred form of the invention, it is merely necessary
to move the retaining loops 58 out of engagement with
the companion strap extensions 46 so that the toggle strap
members 36, 38 may be folded from the relative positions
thereof illustrated in Fig. 3 to the relative positions thereof
illustrated in Fig. 4, thus permitting the opposite sides 14
and 16 of the bag to lie closely adiacent to each other
in parellel confronting relation with the peripheral wall
18 of the bag in folded condition. It will be noted that

when the handle brackets 56 are secured to the cross bar i

52 of the frame, the latter is thereby fixed to the frame
and cannot readily be removed therefrom; however, it is
within the scope of the present invention to fasten the
handle brackets 56 to the cross bar 52 by screws (not
shown) or by any other releasable fastening device so
that the frame can be readily removed from the bag en-
closure 12 when it is desired to remove the bag enclosure
or to repair or replace the latter or the frame.

The toggles 36, 33 are dimensioned so that they are
substantially as long as the width of the peripheral wall
18, whereby the latter is held taut by the toggles in the
extended condition thereof. The sides 14 and 16 are
held taut by the open wire frames 32 and 34. Thus,
while the bag covering or enclosure 12 is not in itself
self-sustaining but on the contrary is preferably readily
foldable so that the bag can be collapsed, said covering
is held taut and in box-like formation by frame 30. Also,
it will be observed that the bag enclosure is supported by
the frame and not by the handle, so that the weight of the
contents of the bag is distributed over the front of the
frame which, in turn, is supported directly by the handle
28 when the bag is being carried.

While T have shown and described the presently pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, it will be understood
that the latter may be embodied in other ways and that
in the illustrated embodiment certain details in the con-
struction and arrangement of the parts may be made with-
out departing from the underlying ideas or principles of
this invention within the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A traveling bag, comprising a flexible bag enclosure
and a frame therein for holding the bag enclosure in bag-
defining condition, said bag enclosure comprising a pe-
ripheral wall and opposite side walls secured to said
peripheral wall, said frame comprising spaced confront-
ing open frame members which are positioned at the
junctions of said side walls, respectively, with said pe-
ripheral wall, and means for holding said open frame

members in said positions thereof, said last mentioned &

means comprising a plurality of toggle members extend-
ing widthwise of said peripheral wall in position adjacent
the latter and connected at their outer ends to said open
frame members, respectively, the length of each of said

toggles in the extended condition of the toggle being sub-

stantially equal to the width of said peripheral wall so
that when said toggles are in their extended condition they
hold said peripheral wall taut in the direction of its width,
said opposite side walls being held taut by said open frame
members, two of said toggles being disposed adjacent the
front of said enclosure, a cross bar connected between
.said two of the toggles and positioned adjacent the front
of said enclosure, and a handle for carrying the bag
secured to said cross bar.

2. A traveling bag, comprising a flexible bag enclosure
and a frame therein for holding the bag enclosure in bag-
defining condition, said bag enclosure comprising a pe-
ripheral wall and opposite side walls secured to said
peripheral wali, said frame comprising spaced confront-
ing open frame members which are positioned at the
junctions of said side walls, respectively, with said pe-
ripheral wall, and means for holding said open frame
members in said positions thereof, said last mentioned
means comprising a plurality of toggle members extend-
ing widthwise of said peripheral wall in position adjacent
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the latter and connected at their outer ends to said open
frame members, respectively, the length of each of said
toggles in the extended condition of the toggle being sub-
stantially equal to the width of said peripheral wall so
that when said toggles are in their extended condition they
hold said peripheral wall taut in the direction of its width,
said opposite side walls being held taut by said open frame
members, two of said toggles being disposed adjacent the
front of said enclosure, a cross bar connected between
said two of the toggles and positioned adjacent the front
of said enclosure, and a handle for carrying the bag se-
cured to said cross bar, and means for releasably holding
said toggles in said extended condition thereof, said
toggles being collapsible when released and said open
frame members being concomitantly movable toward
each other to permit said enclosure to be reduced in width.

3. A traveling bag, comprising a flexible bag enclo-
sure and a frame therein for holding the bag enclosure in
bag-defining condition, said bag enclosure and said frame
being complete units in themselves and assembled with
each other by inserting said frame within said enclosure,
said frame being concealed from view externally of the
bag by said unitary bag enclosure, said bag enclosure hav-
ing opposite side walls and said frame comprising a pair
of members which extend peripherally of the bag adjacent
said- opposite side walls, respectively, for holding the
latter in flat condition and cross members which hold said
peripherally extending members in spaced relation adja-
cent said side walls of the bag for holding said side walls
in spaced confronting relation, said cross members being
arranged in pairs with the members of each pair pivotally
connected to each other and to said first mentioned frame
members, respectively, whereby the bag is collapsible,
and means for preventing substantial pivotal movement
of said cross members in relation to the frame and to each
other, said last mentioned means comprising an extension
on one member of each pair of said cross members over-
lapping the other member of each pair of cross members
when said cross members hold said bag enclosure in bag
defining relation, and a slidable loop on said other mem-
ber of each pair of cross members adapted to fit around
at least a part of said other member and around the over-
lapping extension to prevent relative movement between
the members of each pair of cross members.

4. A traveling bag, comprising a flexible bag enclosure
and a frame therein for holding the bag enclosure in bag-
defining condition, said bag enclosure and said frame being
complete units in themselves and assembled with each
other by inserting said frame within said enclosure, said
frame being concealed from view externally of the bag
by said unitary bag enclosure, said bag enclosure having
opposite side walls and said frame comprising a pair of
members which extend peripherally of the bag adjacent
said opposite side walls, respectively, for holding the latter
in flat condition and cross members which hold said
peripherally extending members in spaced relation adja-
cent said side walls of the bag for holding said side walls
in spaced confronting relation, said cross members being
arranged in pairs with the members of each pair pivotally
connected to each other and to said first mentioned frame
members, respectively, whereby the bag is collapsible, and
means for preventing substantial pivotal movement of
said cross members in relation to the frame and to each
other, said last mentioned means comprising an exten-
sion on one member of each pair of said cross members
overlapping the other member of each pair of cross mem-
bers when said cross members hold said bag enclosure in
bag defining relation, and a slidable loop on said other
member of each pair of cross members adapted to fit
around at least a part of said other member and around
the overlapping extension to prevent relative movement
between the members of each pair of cross members, two
of said pairs of cross members being disposed adjacent
the front of said enclosure, a cross bar connected to said
two pairs of cross members and positioned adjacent the
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front of said enclosure, and a handle for carrying the bag
secured to said cross bar.

5. A traveling bag, comprising a flexible bag enclosure
and a frame therein for holding the bag enclosure in bag-
defining condition, said bag enclosure comprising a periph-
eral wall and opposite side walls secured to said peripheral
wall, said frame comprising spaced confronting frame
members which are positioned at the junctions of said side
walls, respectively, with said peripheral wall, and having
pivotally movable means extending between and con-
nected with said frame members in said spaced confront-
ing positions thereof for releasably holding said frame
members in said spaced confronting positions thereof, and
a handle for carrying the bag having parts passing through
said peripheral wall at the front of the bag, said frame
having a part adjacent the front of the bag at the inner
side thereof and connected to said last mentioned handle
parts, whereby said enclosure is supported only by said
frame when the bag is being carried so that the weight of
the contents of the bag is distributed over the frame when
the bag is carried by said handle.

6. A traveling bag, comprising a flexible bag enclosure
and a frame therein for holding the bag enclosure in bag-
defining condition, said bag enclosure comprising a periph-
eral wall and opposite side walls secured to said periph-
eral wall, said frame comprising spaced confronting frame
members which are positioned at the junctions of said
side walls, respectively, with said peripheral wall, and
having pivotally movable means extending between and
connected with said frame members in said spaced con-
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fronting positions thereof for releasably holding said
frame members in said spaced confronting positions
thereof, and a handle for carrying the bag having parts
passing through said peripheral wall at the front of the
bag, said frame having a part adjacent the front of the
bag at the inner side thereof and connected to said last
mentioned handle parts, whereby said enclosure is sup-
ported only by said frame when the bag is being carried
so that the weight of the contents of the bag is distributed
over the frame when the bag is carried by said handle,
said side walls being fixedly secured to said peripheral
wall at the opposite peripherally extending edges, respec-
tively, of the latter and portions adjacent said peripher-
ally extending edges overlying and covering the adjacent
parts of the frame, and one of said side walls having a
releasable closure portion for providing access to the
interior of the bag.
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