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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ELEAZER KEMpsHALL,
of Newton, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Lacing-
Hooks, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.” : o

This invention rélates to an improvement
in lacing-hooks; and it consists in the novel
features of gonstruction and relative arrange-
ment of parts hereinafter fully described in
the specification, clearly illustrated in the
drawings, and partic ularly pointed out in the
claim.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
sheet of drawings, forming a part of this ap-
plication, in which like characterss indicate
like parts wherever they occur.

Figure 1 répresents in vertical sectional
view a lacing-hook constructed in accordance
with my invention. Fig. 2 is a like view of
a modification.

Referring to the drawings, in the embodi-
ment of my invention therein shown and se-
lected by me for the purpose of illustration,
arepresents a lacing-hook composed of cellu.
loid or other plastic material, and b represents
a device by which the lacing-hook is secured
1o a shoe or other article, '

The. device b is here shown as an eyelet,
although any other preferred means may be
employed. The eyelet is here shown as an-
chored to the base of the hook.,

b’ represents a prong or member extending
up from one side of the device b into the neck 35
@’ of the lacing-hook.

Theprongormember b’ serves to strengthen
the neck to assist in resisting the tendency
of the strain of the lacing to break the neci
at or near the base. The shape of this prong 4¢
in cross-section is immaterial, the idea being
to extend the fastening device b into the neck
to strengthen the latter or provide an equiva-
lent means of this sort. It is believed to be
unnecessary to illustrate the various modifi-
cations to which this extension is susceptible.

Having thus explained the nature of my
invention and described a way of construct-
ing and using the same, though without at-
tempting to set forth all of the forms in which 50
it may be made or all of the modes of its uge,
what I claim, and desire to secture by Letters
Patent, is— ‘

A lacing-hook composed or formed of cellu-
loid, an attaching means secured to the base 55
thereof, having a member extending into the
neck of theé hook.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 30th day of 6o
March, A, D. 1897.

ELEAZER KEMPSHALL.
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Witnesses:
A. D. HARRISON,
P. W. PezzrrTI,



