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*** 3 : Caiiis. 

This invention relates to a hanger for plates 
and the like. Devices of this character are com 
monly used for Supporting plates which it is de 
sired to suspend from a wall, a ceiling, or the 
under Side of a shelf for display and decorative 
purposeS. 
hanger which is adaptable to plates of various 
sizes, shapes and configurations that any inven 
tion is primarily concerned. A further object is 
to provide a hanger which is simple, inexpensive, 
durable, and effective in its grip upon the article 
to be suspended. 
A. Suggestive embodiment of this invention is 

set forth in the accompanying drawing wherein 
Figure i is a perspective view of a plate Sup 

ported upon a wall by the present, hanger; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the hanger perse; 
Fig. 3 is a View in elevation of the hanger ap 

plied to its supported plate; and 
Fig. 4. is a vertical section, taken on line E-3 of 

Fig. 3. 
The present hanger comprises a rod R, that is 

Straight except at one end where an eye (or hook) 
3 is formed. Starting at the opposite end, the 
rod Shank 3 is provided with screw threads 
which extend through a major portion of its 
length. A pair of adjustable fulcrums i2 and 4 
is carried upon the rod; one or both of these full 
Cruns may be nuts that are adapted to be screwed 
onto the threaded shank of the rod for adjust 
ing movernment thereupon. 

Carried by the rod and extending upwardly 
therefron is a self-adjusting plate-holding unit 
U comprising a pair of wire fingers 6 and 8 
having their upper ends reversely bent to pro 
vide depending hooks 20 and 22 and their op 
posite ends pivoted to a rockable yoke 24. For 
Such a pivotal connection, openings 26 and 28 are 
forined in the yoke 23 to receive the hooked ends 
39 and 32 of the fingers. The yoke 24 is laterally 
bent to provide a horizontal lip 34 containing a 
hole 38 which loosely receives the threaded shank 
lie of the rod. The diameter of the hole 36 ex 
ceeds that of the rod shank it sufficiently to allow 
considerable play therebetween whereby the yoke 
may be freely rocked to either side of the shank. 

A. Second and complementary self-adjusting 
plate-holding unit comprising a yoke 49 and 
finger's 42 and 43 terminating in hooks 4 S and 
49 is also cai'ried by the rod and extended down 
wardly therefron. A lip 36 which extends lat 
erally from the yoke i3 is formed therethrough 
With an over-size hole 52 to loosely receive the 
rod shank it. This lower unit L is the same in 
construction as the upper unit U already de 

it is with a view to providing such a 
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scribed. When the two units are assembled on 
the rod, the upper nut 2 will be positioned just 
above the yoke lip 34 and the lower nut 4 just 
below the yoke lip 50. These nuts which are 
adjustable lengthwise of the rod provide full 
crums whereon the yokes may rock. Since either 
nut may be adjusted, it is possible to vary the 
spacing of the two yokes relative to each other. 
It is also possible without changing the spacing 
between the yokes to shift the position of the 
rod lengthwise thereof. By such a manipulation 
the position of the rod eye 8 may be raised or 
lowered relative to the hanger as a whole. 

In operation the hooks 28, 22, 46 and 68 of the 
upper and lower fingers are fitted over the edge 
of a plate P as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. These 
fingers may be slightly bowed endwise, as shown 
in Fig. 4, to conform somewhat to the contour 
of the usual plate which is dished. When opera 
tively fitted in place, one nut or the other is 
manipulated to permit advance of the yokes rela 
tively toward or from each other, Cr, if desired, 
bot, inutS may be rotated for this purpO,Se. By 
so proceeding, the finger hooks which grip the 
plate may be tightened thereagainst at opposite 
points so as to securely hold the plate in the 
hanger. 
An in poitant feature of the present invention 

is that the fingers automatically adjust then 
Selves lengthwise so as to equalize their grip on 
a plate of irregular outline. This is due to the 
fact that when the yokes are tilted to either side 
of the shank E, the point of pivotal connection 
of each finger relative to its supporting yoke is 
shifted both laterally and longitudinally with 
the result that the reach of the fingers is in 
creased or decreased as the case may be to 
equalize their pressure on the plate edge. This 
is illustrated clearly by the position of the upper 
yoke 23 in Fig. 3. 
With the plate thus gripped by the hanger, 

the eye 8 may be fitted over a fastening such as 
a hook 54 previously attached to a wall W. A 
mounting is thereby provided for the hanger and 
the plate held thereby. If it is desired to sus 
pend the plate from the underside of a shelf or 
froii, a ceiling, the Vertical position of the rod 
may be raised so that the eye 8 is at or near the 
top of the plate in which position it may con 
Veniently be engaged by a hook depending from 
the shelf or ceiling, as the case may be. 

1 cialiain : 
1. A plate hanger comprising a vertical rod 

having a Screw-threaded shank and formed at 
one end with an eye, vertically disposed upper 
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and lower yokes each having at one end a, hori 
Zontally disposed lip with an opening therein 
through which the shank of the rod is loosely 
extended with capacity for each yoke to rock 
thereon about a horizontal axis through a Sub 
stantial rotative distance, a pair of fingers pivot 
ally attached to each yoke at its other end at 
Spaced points at opposite sides of the rod Shank, 
the fingers being provided with plate-engaging 
hooks on their free ends for gripping the margin 
of a plate at variable distances apart, and a 
pair of nuts threaded on the rod shank to the 
outside of the yoke lips and each providing there 
for an adjustable fulcrum about which the yoke 
may freely rock to maintain automatically a 
condition of balanced tension in the two fingers 
whenever the points of finger engagement With 
the plate are unequally distant from the rod 
Shank. 

2. A plate hanger comprising a vertical rod 
having a Screw-threaded shank, a pair of verti 
cally elongated yokes each formed with a hori 
ZOntally disposed lip having an opening therein 
through which the shank of the rod is loosely 
extended with capacity for each yoke to rock 
thereon through a Substantial rotative distance, 
the two lips being disposed at the yoke ends 
which are proximate to each other, a pair of 
fingers pivotally attached to each yoke at its 
end which is remote from the other yoke at 
Spaced points on Opposite sides of the rod Shank 
and formed with plate-engaging hooks on their 
free ends for gripping the margin of a plate at 
variable distances apart, and a pair of nuts 
threaded on the rod Shank to the outside of the 
yoke lips and coacting thereWith to provide there 
for adjustable abutments about which the yokes 
may freely rock to maintain automatically a 
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condition of balanced tension in the two fingers 
whenever the points of finger engagement with 
the plate are unequally distant from the rod 
Shank. 

3. A plate hanger comprising a vertical rod, 
two plate-engaging hook units mounted on the 
rod at spaced points lengthwise thereof and en 
gageable with a plate therebetween for support 
thereof, one of the plate-engaging hook units 
comprising a yoke having at one end vertically 
thereof an apertured lip disposed transversely 
of the rod and loosely Surrounding the same 
with capacity for a Wide-range rocking move 
ment relative thereto, a pair of wires terminat 
ing in plate-engaging hooks pivotally connected 
to the yoke at its opposite end at spaced points 
On Opposite Sides of the rod, the rod portion 
adjacent the yoke being screw-threaded, and a 
nut threaded on the rod and coacting with the 
yoke lip to provide therefor an adjustable fulcrum 
about which the yoke may freely rock to main 
tain automatically a condition of balanced ten 
Sion in the two wires whenever the points of 
wire hook engagement with the plate are un 
equally distant from the rod. 
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