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ABSTRACT: The present invention relates to improvements
in the manufacture of tracks for electric toy railways wherein
a metallic piece is die-cut to show protruding fins imitating
railway sleepers which are supported on dielectric pieces very
similar in their looks to actual concrete blocks, these dielec-
tric pieces serving to provide an electrical insulation between
the rails and the metallic fins and to permit electrical connec-
tion of the toy railway network to power supply lines on any
number of electric phases.
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MANUFACTURE OF TRACKS FOR ELECTRIC TOY
RAILWAYS

The improvements of this invention are characterized par-
ticularly by the fact that there is provided a track for electric
toy railways, wherein a metallic plate, die-cut to have cross-
wise fins, is coupled to a metallic baseplate having slots
through which the fins protrude upwards, the two rails of the
track being fitted over the baseplate by means of dielectric
pieces for providing an electrical insulation between the rails
and the metallic fins.

Preferably the fins are shaped to imitate sleepers, and the
dielectric pieces are rendered to imitate the concrete blocks
on which actual railway sleepers are supported.

The present invention will now be described in greater
detail by way of example with reference to the accompanying
sheet of drawings:

In the drawings,

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a length of track according to the in-
vention;

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal section of the track shown in FIG. &;

FIG. 3 is an end section of the toy track;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the baseplate for the toy track;

FIG. § is an end section of the baseplate shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a piece of insulating material ap-
plicable onto the baseplate to form the fixation supports for
the toy tracks;

FIG. 7 is a longitudinal section of an insulating piece as
shown in FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 is a plan view of the insulating piece on which the
track components are to be fixed;

FIG. 9 is a cross section of the fixation piece shown in FIG.
8; and

FIGS. 10 and 11 are respectively a plan view and a cross
section of the plate showing fins serving as sleepers.

Referring to the drawings, the toy tracks comprise a metal-
lic baseplate 1 on which a plurality of crosswise slots have
been cut, such slots showing a narrow middle section 2 (FIG.
4) and oblong ends 3 to receive the protruding elements 4
which.serve as fixation supports for rails 5 and 6 of the toy
track.”

The supports 4 form part of elongated pieces 7 of dielectric
material, fitting over the lower plane of the baseplate 1, on
which there is similarly applied a metallic plate 8 die-cut to
show fins 9 extending at right angles, to form the sleepers of
the toy railway track.

The coupling of the plate 8 of sleepers to the baseplate 1 is
done by means of fins 9 protruding upwards through the cross-
wise slots 2 cut on the baseplate 1.

The supports 4 for the rails 5 and 6 forming the toy track,
show two fixation flanges each in the form of hooks 10 and 11,
into which the lower flanges of either rail respectively fit.

The plate 8 of sleepers is fixed to the lower plane of
baseplate 1 by means of a strip 12 having bent edges which fit
over the edges 13 of the baseplate 1, the edges 13 being bent
inwards.

The toy railway tracks comprise straight, curved, and com-
bined lengths, also sidings and crossings, thus permitting the
layout of railway track networks of various shapes.

The fact that the two rails forming the toy track are insu-
lated from each other and from their common baseplate, as
well as from the plate of sleepers, allows for safe electrical
connection of the system to various sources of supply and on
two or more electric phases. ‘

I claim: .

1. A track assembly for electric toy railways simulating ac-
tual track assemblies where the rails are supported on
concrete blocks interconnected by metallic cross ties, com-
prises a longitudinally extending metallic base plate having a
plurality of slots extending transversely of the longitudinal
direction of said baseplate, said baseplate having an upper sur-
face and a lower surface, an elongated section of dielectric
material comprising a multiplicity of interconnected spaced
blocklike parts, said section of dielectric material located
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2

along the lower surface of said baseplate, and said blocklike
parts thereof extending upwardly through a portion of the
slots in said baseplate, said blocklike parts arranged in two
columns extending in the longitudinal direction of said
baseplate, means for holding said section of dielectric material
against the lower surface of said baseplate comprising a lon-
gitudinaily extending metallic plate disposed below and
spaced from the lower surface of said baseplate by said section
of dielectric material, said metallic plate having a multiplicity
of fins extending transversely of the longitudinal direction of
said metallic plate and said fins extending upwardly through a
portion of said slots in said baseplate so that each of said fins
extends between a pair of transversely spaced said blocklike
parts simulating the sleepers or cross ties of an actual track as-
sembly, and a pair of longitudinally extending laterally spaced
rails, each of said rails secured to said blocklike parts in one of
said columns of blocklike parts so that said blocklike parts
simulate the concrete support blocks of an actual track as-
sembly.

2. A track assembly, as set forth in claim 1, wherein the slots
in said metallic baseplate comprise a pair of transversely
spaced end portions having a shape suitable to receive said
blocklike parts, and the remainder of said slots extending
between said end parts having a reduced dimension in the lon-
gitudinal direction of said metallic baseplate for receiving said
fins so that said fins extend across said metallic baseplate
between said blocklike parts extending through the end parts
of said slots in said baseplate. .

3. A track assembly, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
blocklike parts having an upper surface arranged to be spaced
above the upper surface of said metallic baseplate when said
blocklike parts extend through said slots in said baseplate, a
pair of spaced projections extending upwardly from the upper
surface of each said blocklike part, said projections having a
first leg extending upwardly from the upper surface of said
blocklike part and a second leg extending from the upper end
of said first leg toward the second leg of the other said projec-
tion on said blocklike part so that second legs on said projec-
tions form flanges for securing said rails to said blocklike
parts.

4. A track assembly, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
metallic baseplate comprises a baseplate part having a pair of
longitudinally extending edges, a sidewall secured to and ex-
tending along each of said longitudinally extending edges of
said baseplate part, said sidewalls extending downwardly from
the upper surface of said baseplate, and the lower longitu-
dinally extending edges of said sidewalls bent inwardly toward
one another providing a pair of inwardly directed edges for
supporting said means for holding said section of dielectric
material against the lower surface of said baseplate.

5. A track assembly, as set forth.in claim 4, wherein said
means for holding said section of dielectric material compris-
ing a longitudinally extending strip having an upper surface
and a lower surface and a pair of longitudinally extending
edges bent downwardly away from the upper surface thereof,
the upper surface of said strip positioned in contact with the
lower surface of said metallic plate and the downwardly bent
longitudinally extending edges of said strip in contacting en-
gagement with the inwardly bent lower edges of said sidewalls
of said baseplate so that said strip is supported along its edges

.on said baseplate and holds said metallic plate in place against

said section of dielectric material which in turn is held against
the lower surface of said baseplate.

6. A track assembly, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
baseplate comprises a base section and a pair of sidewalls ex-
tending downwardly and longitudinally along the edges of said
base section, the lower einds of said sidewalls being bent in-
wardly toward one another, the slots in said baseplate being
formed in the base section thereof and having a pair of end-
slot sections arranged to receive said blocklike parts and a
middle-slot section extending between said end-slot sections
and arranged to receive said fins on said metallic plate, said
blocklike parts of said section of dielectric material having a
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shape conforming to the shape of said end-slot sections for.en-
gagement therein and the upper surface of said blocklike parts
located above the upper surface of said base section of said
baseplate, a pair of transversely spaced hooklike projections
formed on the upper surface of said blocklike parts with said
hooklike projections facing one another for forming flanges

4

* dielectric material, and a strip having an upper surface and a

for engaging said rails, said fins on said metallic plate bent up-

wardly from the upper surface thereof and extending through
the middle-slot sections of said baseplate so that said ties ex-
tend between said blocklike parts, the upper surface of said
metallic plate contacting the lower surface of said section of
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lower surface and"a-pair of -downwardly' projecting longitu-
dinally extending- édges, - the- upper surface of said strip
disposed in“contact with the lower surface of said metallic
plate and the lower surface of  the downwardly projecting
edges of said strip supported on'the‘inwardly directed edges of
said sidewalls of said baseplate for supporting said strip from
said baseplate and.in turn holding said metallic plate-and said
section of dieléctric material against the lower surface of said
baseplate. o



