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1. 
The bridges used particularly in lutes, guitars 

and similar stringed instruments have been very 
difficult to fit in. Furthermore, instead of ac 
commodating themselves to the cover of the in 
strument, they have more or less deformed Said 
cover, and also changed and, as a rule, deteri 
orated the acoustic properties of the instrument. 
The bridge according to the invention, which 

in accordance with one embodiment contains a 
longitudinal member supporting the cords, is sub 
stantially characterized by the fact that under 
each of the feet of the bridge is provided a Sup 
porting block resting against the cover of the 
instrument and that between each supporting 
block and the bridge is provided an adjusting 
device. 

In one of the embodiments of the bridge each 
adjusting device consists of a screw on to which 
is screwed a nut, disk or the like controlling the 
displacement of the longitudinal member and : 
resting against the lower side of the member. 
Of course the screw may also be Screwed directly 
into the longitudinal member from below where 
by said member may be raised or lowered by 
turning the screw relatively to said member, but 
this arrangement is not particularly preferred 
since it makes the adjustment of the bridge more 
troublesome. Each screw preferably may be pro 
vided with a convex head adapted to bear against 
the bottom of a recess made in the respective 
supporting member. If the Screw is provided 
with the nut indicated above, the screw head 
should be provided With an edge-shaped projec 
tion adapted to enter the bottom of the receSS of 
the supporting member and to prevent a move 
ment of the Screw relatively ot the supporting 
member. 
On its lower side each supporting block may 

also be provided with three projections or three 
supporting portions adapted to rest against the 
cover of the instrument. By this arrangement 
a uniformly distributed contact pressure is ob 
tained. Furthermore, each Screw should be pro 
vided with a locking device for fixing the Screw 
in the adjusted position relatively to the longi 
tudinal member, e.g. a nut adapted to be Screwed 
on to the upper end of the screw and to be pressed 
against said longitudinal member. 
The bridge according to the invention may also 

have three triangularly placed feet. Preferably, 
one, two or all of the feet are provided with ele 
Vation adjusting devices, by means of which the 
respective foot may be elevated or lowered and 
the bridge be adjusted to different positions rela 
tively to the cover of the instrument. 
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2 
In another Suitable embodiment of the inven 

tion, by which a very uniform and firm contact 
is obtained, supporting blocks may be provided 
under one, some or preferably all of the screws, 
Said blocks being adjustable relatively to the 
Screws and adapted to automatically adjust 
themselves in accordance with the cover when 
preSSed against the cover. On its lower side each 
Supporting block should be provided with three 
triangularly placed projections or supporting 
portions adapted to rest against the cover of the 
instrument, whereby, in case there are three 
blocks the pressure of the bridge is uniformly 
distributed in no less than nine points. 
The invention is illustrated by way of examples 

in the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Fig. 1 shows one embodiment of the bridge 

mounted on the cover of an instrument. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical Section through one adjust 

ing device of the bridge, and 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of said adjusting device. 
Fig. 4 shows a second embodiment of the in 

vention, in which the bridge also is located on 
the cover of an instrument, one supporting block 
being shown in vertical Section. 

Fig. 5 is a view from below of a supporting 
block. 

Fig. 6 shows the bridge according to a third 
embodiment viewed in the longitudinal direction 
of the cords and partly in section. 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the bridge, and 
Fig. 8 shows a Supporting block viewed from 

below. 
designates the cover of the instrument against 

which two Supporting blocks 3 rest. In each of 
Said blocks is provided a recess 4 against the 
Spherical bottom of which the head 6 of a screw 
5 bears. Each Screw head is provided with an 
edgeshaped projection 7 adapted to be pressed 
into the bottom of the receSS 4 and to make in 
possible a movement of the screw 5 relatively to 
the block 3. The upper end portions of the 
Screws enter with Some play recesses or sleeves 
which are made in, or rigidly connected with a 
longitudinal member 2 supporting the cords. 
Annular nuts 8 which are Screwed on to the 
screws 5, rest against the lower side of said 
member. 

In the above mentioned bridge the blocks 3 
will lie close on the cover f of the instrument and 
adjust themselves freely in accordance with the 
shape of the cover. By means of the nuts 8 it is 
possible to adjust the member 2 to the desired 
position relatively to the cords, the screws 5 as 
Suming automatically the supporting positions 
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conditioned by the positions of the member 2 
and of the blocks 3. It being possible to fit the 
supporting blocks 3 in such manner that the 
member 2 always rests close on the nuts 8, it will 
be very easy to adjust the member 2 without the 
latter being subjected to any breaking or bending 
strain. The bridge according to the present in 
vention involves a considerable saving of material 
in comparison with the known bridges. Thus, 
the present bridge is cheaper to manufacture and, 
due to the reduction of the weight, the bridge also 
damps less than the old bridges. 
As will be seen from the drawing, each sup 

porting block 3 is provided with three supporting 
portions 9 adapted to rest against the cover 
of the instrument in the embodiment according to 
Figs. 4 and 5. Furthermore, the screws 5 sup 
porting the longitudinal member 2 by means of 
the nuts 8 are of Such length that nuts () may be 
Screwed on to the upper ends of the screws, said 
nuts fixing firmly the member 2 in its adjusted 
position by the nuts contacting the upper side of 
the member 2. A bridge constructed according to 
this embodiment Will rest against the upper side 
of the cover with a pressure uniformly distributed 
in Six points, and in spite of the firm connection 
between the screws 5 and the member 2 the sup 
porting blocks can adjust themselves freely in ac 
cordance with the shape of the cover. 

In FigS. 6-8 it is also shown that the bridge 2 is 
provided with a projection formed from the 
bridge. A Screw 5 passes through said projection 
and through each of the end portions of the 
bridge. Each Screw is provided with a nut 8, said 
nuts carrying the bridge. The bridge can be 
raised or lowered by turning said nuts. The heads 
of the screws rest in recesses made in supporting 
blocks 3. On its lower Side each block is provided 
with three supporting portions 9 adapted to rest 
against the cover of the instrument. Thus, in 
the construction in question the bridge will Sup 
port against the cover in nine points. The screws 
5 have been given such length that nuts 0 can be 
Screwed on to their upper ends, said nuts fixing 
firmly the members in the adjusted position by 
resting against the upper side of the bridge 2 and 
against the projection respectively. 
Other embodiments not illustrated in the draw 

ing are of course possible within the Scope of the 
invention. For example, the screw 5 may be fixed 
to the blocks 3 and provided with a sleeve having 
a nut and adapted to be screwed on to the sleeve. 
The member supporting the cords is adapted to 
rest adjustably against the upper portion of said 
sleeve. Furthermore, the bridge may consist of a 
number of supporting members between which is 
glued the member supporting the cords, said 
member preferably consisting of two joined parts. 
The supporting members may also be fixed, if de 
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4. 
sired adjustably, to the screw 5 in a suitable angle 
in relation to the centre axis of the screw. Fur 
thermore, when the bridge is provided with three 
feet, said feet may be made stationary and, if 
desired, support directly against the cover of an 
instrument. 

Having now described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 

1. A bridge for stringed musical instruments, 
said bridge having at least three angularly Spaced 
instrument-contacting surfaces, of which at least 
one comprises a foot member articulatedly con 
nected to said bridge. 

2. A bridge for stringed musical instruments, 
said bridge having at least three angularly Spaced 
instrument-contacting surfaces, of which at least 
one comprises a foot member articulatedly con 
nected to said bridge and being by elevation 
means adjustable to height. 

3. A bridge for stringed musical instruments, 
having foot members articulatedly connected 
thereto, each of said foot members comprising a 
body having three triangularly spaced support 

5 ing points resting on the instrument cover. 
4. A bridge for stringed musical instruments, 

having foot members articulatedly connected 
thereto by means of elevation adjusting means, 
said elevation adjusting means comprising Screws 
articulatedly mounted on said foot members, each 
screw being provided with an adjustment nut, 
screwed on thereto, on which the bridge rests, and 
also a binding nut preventing inadvertent adjust 
ment of the bridge. 

5. A bridge for stringed musical instruments 
having three foot members triangularly spaced 
under the bridge, each of said foot members com 
prising a body articulatedly connected to the 
bridge by elevation adjusting means and having 
three triangularly spaced supporting points rest 
ing on the instrument cover. 
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