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This invention relates generally to articles of apparel,
and has particular reference to a garment such as a man’s
shirt and to the collar portion thereof. :

It is the principal object of the invention to provide
a shirt or similar article in which there is a neckband
and a collar, and in which the collar ends are adapted
to simulate the wings of a bow tie or cravat, there being
also an element interposed between the collar ends when
the collar is closed and adapted to simulate the knot
of the bow tie, thus affording the appearance of a com-
plete properly tied bow tie although no bow tie, as such,
is actually present.

By the present invention, a shirt collar and simulated
bow tie form a unitary article of apparel that may be
manufactured for approximately the cost of the collar
alone, as a negligible amount of additional material
and labor is required. The combination shirt coliar and
simulated bow tiec may be permanently fixed to or be
separably attached to a shirt, as desired. Further, the
simulated cravat may be laundered, or otherwise cleaned
and pressed, together with the associated shirt or collar,
by the same procedure and with the same equipment as
the shirt or collar alone.

Amnother advantage of the improved combination col-
lar and necktie simulation is that it eliminates a neck
encircling tie portion, thereby saving considerable mate-
rial and affording a lighter, cooler feeling to the wearer.
While this is particularly advantageous in connection
with summer formal wear, the new collar construction
of the invention is equally well adapted for other kinds
of analogous clothes, both street and sport wear. Fur-
ther, the device is admirably well suited for military
and other uniforms wherein arduous duties must often
be performed under certain dress requirements.

The simulated bow tie of the present invention does
not require any tying or other separate operation, and
appears correcily tied upon mere closing of the shirt
collar. Further, the necktie simulation cannot become
dislodged when in use, or misplaced when not in use,
and is devoid of objectionable protuberances.

It is a more particular object of the invention to pro- °

vide the novel combination, with a shirt collar having
end portions adapted to simulate wings of a bow tie,
of a collar fastener adapted to simulate the knot of the
bow tie and to cooperate with the collar end portions
to simulate the complete bow tie.

The invention consists in the features of construction,
combinations of elements, and arrangements of parts,
exemplified in the construction hereinafter described, and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which—

Figure 1 is a front view showing a shirt having a col-
lar constructed in accordance with the present invention,
the collar being in closed, tie simulating condition;

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1, showing the
shirt coliar in open condition;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary cross-section on the line
3—3 of Figure 1;
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Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2 showing a slightly
modified form of the invention;

Figure 5 is a plan view showing a separate shirt collar
constructed in accordance with the invention; and

Figure 6 shows a collar stud adapted for use with the
collar of Figure 5.

The embodiment of the invention illustrated in Fig-
ures 1-3 comprises a shirt 106 having separable front
portions 11 and 12 adapted to be closed by buttons 13
or other suitable fastening means. Secured about the
neck portion of the shirt 16 is a neck encircling member
or band 14 whose end portions 15 and 16 are secured,
respectively, to the front shirt portions 11 and 12, in
a conventional manner. When the neck band 14 is
closed, the end portion 15 underlies the end portion 16;
and I have shown inierengageable snap clasp elements
17 and 18 for releasably holding the neck band in closed
condition.

Extending along and overlying the neck band 14 is
a collar 26 having end portions 21 and 22 lying adja-
cent to the neck band end portions 15 and 16, respec-
tively. The coliar eads 21 and 22 may be pointed, as
illustrated 'in the drawings, or may be rounded or other-
wise shaped, as desired or determined by fashion.

Provided on the outer surfaces of the collar ends 21
and 22 are patches or patch-like elements 23 and 24 so
arranged that when the neck band is closed they appear
adjacent to the fastener 18, as shown in Figure 1. The
patches 23 and 24 are formed as distinguishable areas
shaped to simulate the wings of a bow tie, and may
be formed by marking, embroidering, printing or em-
bossing the collar end portions, by affixing separaie patch
pieces to the collar ends, by integrally weaving in or
otherwise forming the distinguishable areas, or in any
other desired way. Of course, the patch pieces may be
formed of any desired material, and may be secured
to the collar ends by gluing, sewing or other suitable
securing means. The fastener 18 is made relatively
large and of appropriate shape and ornamentation, and
will appear between and adjacent to the patches 23 and
24 when the shirt collar is closed, as seen in Figure 1.
The fastener 18 serves to simulate the knot of the bow
tie and cooperates with the patches 23 and 24 to com-
plete the simulation. The fastener 18 and areas 23 and
24 may be provided with the same or different orna-
mentation, according to taste.

Since the areas 23 and 24 are either integral with or
fixedly secured to the collar end portions, it will be
understood that the shirt and collar may be cleaned
and pressed in exactly the same manner as a conven-
tional shirt and collar. Further, if desired, a second
pair of patches may be formed on the internal collar
surface to permit continued use of the combination col-
lar and simulated necktie if and when the collar is turned.

In Figure 4 1 have shown a modified form of the pres-
ent invention, wherein the element 18’, secured to the
neck band part 16, is shaped and ornamented to simu-
late the knot of a bow tie, but is not adapted for inter-
engaging relation with the neck band part 15. Addi-
tional means is provided for fastening the neck band
14 in closed condition, such as a loop 25 on the part
16 for receiving the button 26 on the part 15. As before,
the element 18’ is interposed between and adjacent to the
areas 23 and 24 and combines therewith to simulate a
complete bow tie.

It will be apparent that various fastening devices, such
as a button and buttonhole, a collar stud and register-
ing buttonholes, or other elements, may be substituted
for the snap clasp elements 17 and 18 of Figure 2 and
the elements 25, 26 of Figure 4.

In Figure 5 I have shown a detachable neck band 14’
and a collar 20’ extending along and secured to the
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neck band. The collar ends 21’ and 22’ are provided
with wing simulating areas 23’ and 24’ in the same man-
ner as before. The end portions 15’ and 16’ of the neck
band 14’ are formed with apertures or buttonholes 27
and 28 for the reception of a collar stud 29, such as
that shown in Figure 6. When in use, the collar stud
29 lies between the areas 23’ and 24’ not only serving
to hold the collar in closed condition but also cooper-
ating with the areas to simulate a complete bow tie.

The bow tie simulation of the present invention may
be employed with soft, semi-hard or hard collars, and
the manner of forming or attaching the distinguishable
areas may be chosen accordingly.

Although the present invention has been described in
some detail by way of illustration and example for pur-
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that
changes and modifications may be made without neces-
sarily departing from the spirit of the invention and the
scope of the appended claim.

Having thus described my invention and illustrated =

its use, what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

In an article of apparel, a neck band open at the
front, a collar on said neck band with its ends lying
in spaced opposed relation on opposite sides of said
front opening, each of said collar ends being provided
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on its exposed surface with an area adjacent to and
terminating at the front edge of the collar and of dis-
tinguishable appearance and shape to simulate the
appearance of a wing of a tied bow tie, and fastening
means for holding the neck band in closed condition,
said fastening means comprising interengageable snap
clasp elements on opposite ends of said neck band, one
of said clasp elements being on the outer surface of the
overlying neck band end and occupying the space between

2 said collar ends when the neck band is closed and being

of a shape and size to simulate the tied knot of said
bow tie and extending between the opposed spaced ends
of the collar when in the fastened position, said knot-
simulating element and the adjacent wing-simulating
areas on each side of it combining to simulate the appear-
ance of the complete tied bow tie.
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