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This invention appertains to supports and more par-
ticularly to new and useful improvements in a foldable
hanger or tree for clothes and personal articles.

In the past, there have been developed different types of
clothes hangers and trees for commercial establishments
as well as residences, to be associated with articles of
furniture, such as beds and the like. To my knowledge,
however, all prior devices have been relatively compli-
cated, hard to attach and inconvenient and difficult to
use. There is a need therefore particularly in hotels,
motels and hospitals for an article and clothes holder
which can be readily associated with articles or furniture
and which can be folded or closed to a useful retracted
position and opened or extended to a fully operative po-
sition for hanging articles of clothing and supporting
personal items, usually carried on the person.

It is, therefore, a primary cobject of my present inven-
tion to provide a foldable garment hanger and article
holder which has a retracted, closed position so that it
takes up little room and which can be easily and quickly
extended to a fully operative position for supporting per-
sonal articles, as well as articles of clothing.

Another important object of my present invention, is
to provide a combination article holder and clothes tree
which can be easily mounted to the side of a bed or other
piece of furniture, where it can be either extended to a
fully operative position, or retracted to an out-of-the-way
position.

A further object of my present invention, resides in
providing a tray which can be held in a useful vertical
position both when the device is opened and closed, to
function as an article holder, or ash tray as desired.

A salient feature of my device resides in providing an
outer post or holder tube member slidably receiving an
article support arm, carrying pivoted hooks and a trouser
hanger wherein the hooks are pivotally received within
the arm in its retracted, closed position, and swing out-
wardly to support articles of clothing when the arm is
extended to its operative position.

A further object of my invention is to provide a simple,
practical and reliable construction that is economical to
manufacture, easy to assemble and positive in its opera-
tion.

With the above and cther objects in view, which will
more readily appear as the nature of the invention is
better understood, the same consists in the novel combina-
tion, construction and arrangement of parts, hereinafter
more fully described, illustrated and claimed.

Preferred and practical embodiments of my invention
are shown in the accompanying drawings, in which

FIGURE 1 is an elevational view in perspective show-
ing my device attached to the head of a bed in its useful
retracted position;

FIGURE 2 is a similar perspective view but showing
my device in its full, operative, extended position with
articles of clothing being represented in dotted lines shown
associated with the support arm;

FIGURE 3 is an enlarged vertical section with certain
parts being broken away and in section to show details of
construction, the device being in its retracted folded posi-
tion and illustrating in dotted lines how the tray can be
elevated and tilted to dump out ashes when the same is
used as an ash tray;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevational
view partly in section, showing my device in its fully
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operative extended position, and in particular illustrating
how the tray can be pivoted from a dotted line position
to its full line position;

FIGURE 5 is a top elevational view partly in section,
of the extended device shown in FIGURE 4 of the draw-
ings, the view being represented by the line 5—5 of
FIGURE 4, looking in the direction of the arrows and
illustrating how the support arm can be pivoted from one
side to the other to extend outwardly to a desired direc-
tion;

FIGURE 6 is a horizontal section taken on the line
6—¢6 of FIGURE 3 of the drawings, and looking in the
direction of the arrows; :

FIGURE 7 is a vertical transverse section taken on the
line 7—7 of FIGURE 4, and looking in the direction of
the arrows;

FIGURE 8 is a fragmentary transverse vertical section
taken on the line 8—8 of FIGURE 4 of the drawings,
and looking in the direction of the arrows;

FIGURE 9 is a transverse vertical section taken on the
line 9—9 of FIGURE 4, looking in the direction of the
arrows;

FIGURE 10 is a side elevational view partly in section,
illustrating a modified form of support for my novel
device, the device being shown in full lines in its useful
retracted position and in dotted lines in its extended fully
operative position, and

FIGURE 11 is a horizontal section taken on the line
11—11 of FIGURE 10 of the drawings and looking in
the direction of the arrows.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, wherein
similar reference characters designate corresponding parts
throughout the several views, the letter C generally in-
dicates one form of my novel combination clothes hanger
and article support and the same includes broadly an
outer casing or hollow post 20, an inner sleeve member
21 of a size and configuration to be snugly but slidably
received within the outer post 20 and an article sup-
porting arm 22 pivotally connected at 23 to the sleeve
member 21. The article supporting arm 22 at its upper
end pivotally carries an article holding tray 24, by means
of the cross pin 25 and slot 26 formed at the lower end
termination of the tray supporting arm 27. It is under-
stood that my novel clothes hanger or tree can be con-
structed from any desired material, but is preferably
made from a light metal, such as aluminum. Further,
my device is so constructed that it may be attached
conventiently to any article of furniture, to doors or the
like, but for the purpose of illustration, particularly as
shown in FIGURES 1 to 9, inclusive, the same is shown
aftached to the head H of a bed B. For this purpose,
the hollow post 20 is formed in the shape of an elongated
hollow length of square cross section, and the lower por-
tion may be nailed or screwed into the side of the head
of the bed by means of screw or nail 28, and is prefer-
ably spaced from the side by a suitable spacer 29. In-
termediate its length and adjacent the top portion of
the head of the bed, I secure a bracket 30 and this bracket
has its lower end termination bent in the shape of a U-hook
31. This bracket obviously can again be secured either
by nails or screws 32, as shown. Loosely carried about
the post 28 is an attaching strap 33, three sides of which
conform to the general configuration of the post and
the inner end of which is formed to be spaced somewhat
from the post, as indicated by the numeral 34. This
particular leg 35 of strap 33 is received within the hook
portion 31 of the bracket 30 and thus post 29 is firmly
held to the head of the bed. It should be noted that
the screw or nail 28 also acts as a limit stop for the
full retracted position of sleeve 21 to relieve tension that
would ordinarily be placed on the tray 24,
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Arm 22 as previously mentioned, is pivoted adjacent
its lower end to the upper portion of sleeve 21 and this
can be accomplished in any desired manner, however,
since preferably arm 22 is U-shaped in cross section with
the open portion of the U facing downwardly in its ex-
tended position I merely place a pivot pin 36 across the
gap and this pin extends through the eye of a retainer
bolt or pin 37 secured to sleeve 2L. Thus, it is readily
apparent that arm 22 is pivotally secured to sleeve 21.
Also pivotally carried within the U-shaped body of arm
22 by means of pivot pins 38 are a series of hooks 39
the eyes of which are loosely received about the pins 38.
Thus, as shown more particularly in FIGURE 3 of the
drawings, when the arm 22 is received within the post
20 gravity will pivot the hooks to the position shown,
where they will be retracted within the sides of the U-
shaped arm 22 and when the device is extended as
shown in FIGURE 4, hooks 39 will pivot to an operative
position as shown. It should be further noted that the
retainer bolt or pin 37 is received in suitable apertures
formed in the upper wall 40 and an intermediate wall 41
and is secured against upper movement by means of a
lock pin 42. The retainer bolt 37 is preferably round
so that it swivels within the appropriate apertures and so
that as illustrated more particularly in FIGURE 5, arm
22 can be pivoted to any one of three positions as in-
dicated by the arrows and dotted lines. For this pur-
pose, the upper end termination of post 20 is formed
with an extended lip 43 forming a continuation of the
rear wall 44 of the post and this lip extends partly around
to the side walls of the post and forms a stop for the arm
22 when the same is swiveled to any one of the dotfed
line positions, as shown. The supporting leg or arm 27
for tray 24 also may carry a freely swingable hook 39’
and the upper wall 45 of arm 22 at its end termination
is cut out and one of the side walls is provided with a
pair of spaced lugs 46 of a size and configuration to re-
ceive the lower end of the leg 27 to aid, in conjunction
with pin 25 and the edge of wall 45, in holding the leg
in a vertical upright operative position, as shown more
particularly in FIGURES 2 and 4 of the drawings. To
accomplish this, it is only necessary to pull out on leg
27 so that the end of the leg is clear of the lugs 46
and then to pivot the leg from its dotted line position,
FIGURE 4, to full line position in the direction of the
arrows and allow the same to drop by gravity between
the lugs as shown in FIGURE 4.

Attention is now directed to FIGURES 1 and 3 of
the drawings, wherein my novel article holder and clothes
tree is shown in its folded retracted position. In this
position, the tray 24 rests on the upper periphery of the
lip 43 and the combined fastener and stop 28 is placed
in such a position that the tray will barely rest on the
lip. Further, in this position the lower end termination
of the leg 27 is received between the upper curved wall
45 and the inner lug 46. Also the tray is still useful,
either as an article holder or as an ash tray. If the
same is used as an ash tray, and it is desired to empty
the tray, it is only necessary to elevate the tray from its
full line position toward the dotted line position, FIGURE
3, and to then tilt the tray in either direction to empty
the same. When on the other hand it is desired to
utilize the device fully, the tray is grasped and the entire
device including arm 22 and sleeve 21 is pulled upwardly
until the upper wall 40 of sleeve 21 contacts the limit
stop screw 47. This stop screw is so located that when
it contacts wall 40 of sleeve 21, the wall is substantially
level with the upper periphery of the sides of the post
26. The arm 22 can be pivoted at right angles to the
post and will rest on the upper wall of sleeve 21 and any
of the side or front walls of the post 28, and the hooks
39 will pivot by gravity to their operative position and
personal articles and clothing P can be placed upon them.
Further, on the inner side of arm 22, I arrange a pair of
trouser holders or clips 48 and 49, respectively, and
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trousers can be slipped into the spring fingers and the
fingers will grip and hold the cuffs and prevent the trousers
from falling. This manner of utilizing my device is
shown clearly in FIGURE 2 of the drawings, and ob-
viously, articles such as wristwatches, wallets, and the
like can be placed in the tray, as shown. Thus personal
articles of clothing and other objects carried on the person
can be conveniently hung and supported adjacent the bed
for immediate access thereto. However, as previously
mentioned my device can be secured to any article of furni-
ture, or to closet doors and the like, and further, my
novel device can be associated with other articles, such
as pole lamps or other types of upright supports that
are placed between the ceiling and the floor. This slight
modification is illustrated in FIGURES 10 and 11. The
type of pole supported between the floor 56 and ceiling
5¢’ can be of any usual standard type, and the same
usually includes an elongated tubular member 51 with
adjustable end feet 52 and 53, respectively, and these
feet are adjusted so that the pole is held in a vertical
upright position between the ceiling and the floor, as
shown in FIGURE 10. As is usual, but not shown,
iamps or other appendages can be secured to the pole.

In any event, the upper portion of the pole 51 is pro-
vided with a Iongitudinal slot 54 of a size and configura-
tion to allow the free ingress and egress of the arm 22.
In all other respects, except for very minor changes,
the device is identical to that shown and described in
FIGURES 1 to 9, inclusive. The minor differences re-
side in the fact that in this form of the invention sleeve
21’ is rounded or tubular, instead of square shape and
leg 27 is curved outwardly through slot 54, and the
tray 24 is then secured to the horizontal flat portion 55
of leg 27’. The extend the device associated with pole
31 to its fully operative position, it is merely necessary
to grip the leg 27’, elevate the same toward the top por-
tion of slot 54, pivot arm 22 downwardly to its dotted
line position and then to pull out leg 27" for the full
length of its slot and pivot the same in the direction of
the dotted arrow FIGURE 10, to again position the tray
in a horizontal operative position.

From the foregoing, it can be seen that I have provided
a new and novel combination article support and clothes
tree, which is extremely useful and convenient to handle
and manipulate and which can be retracted to a useful,
inoperative out-of-the-way position and readily extended
to its fully operative position for supporting articles of
clothing and versonal objects, and that the same will
find many uses, not only in hotels, motels, dormatories,
and hospitals, but for personal and residential use.

While I have shown and described certain specific
embodiments of my invention, it will be understood that
these embodiments are merely for the purpose of illus-
tration and description; that various other forms may be
devised, and that changes may be made in the propor-
tion and minor details of construction without departing
from the spirit of the invention and scope of the ap-
pended claims:

I claim:

1. An article support and clothes hanger including,
an upright hollow vertical post member, a sleeve of a
size and configuration to be snugly and slidably received
in said post member, means limiting the downward travel
of said sleeve, means limiting the upward travel of said
sleeve, an article support arm pivotally secured to the
upper end of said sleeve and adapted to pivot clear of
at least one portion of said post into its extended upper
position at right angles thereto, a leg pivotally secured
to the upper end of said arm, a tray secured to the op-
posite end of said leg, said leg and tray being so con-
structed and arranged as to support said tray in a hori-
zontal position when said arm is retracted within said
post and when said arm is extended at right angles to
said post, and means associated with said arm fo carry
and support articles of clothing,
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2. An article support and clothes hanger including, an
upright hollow vertical post member, means for securing
said post to the head of a bed and the like, a sleeve of a
size and configuration to be snugly and slidably received
in said post member, means limiting the downward travel
of said sleeve adjacent the upper end of said post member,
means limiting the upward travel of said sleeve, an article
support arm U-shaped in cross section pivotally and
swivelly secured to the upper end of said sleeve and
adapted to pivot clear of at least one portion of said
post into its extended upper position at right angles there-
to, the inner portion of said post adjacent said head of
the bed being extended upwardly beyond the upper end
termination thereof to provide a lip and stop for the
swivelling of said arm in its extended position, a leg
pivotally secured to the upper end of said arm, a tray
secured to the opposite end of said leg, said leg, arm,
respective pivot and tray being so constructed and ar-
ranged as to support said tray in a horizontal position
when said arm and leg are retracted within said post and
when said arm is extended at right angles to said post
and said leg is pivoted to a vertical position, and means
including freely swingable hooks associated with said
arm to carry and support articles of clothing, and said
hooks pivoting by gravity within said U-shaped arm when
said arm is in its vertical retracted position.

3. An article support and clothes hanger as set forth
in claim 1, wherein said means for securing said post to
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the head of a bed includes, a bracket affixed to a side
of the head, said bracket having a lower outwardly ex-
tending U-shaped hook portion, a freely slidable strap
about said post having a portion received in said hook,
and a fastener through said post adjacent the lower end
thereof.

4. An article support and clothes hanger at set forth
in claim 1, wherein said upright vertical post member
includes, an intermediate hollow tubular member, adjust-
able feet at each end termination thereof engaging a
respective portion of a wall and ceiling, an elongated slot
of a size and configuration to provide for the free ingress
and egress of said arm from its retracted to its extended
position and said tray carrying leg extending outwardly
through said slot at an angle to said arm and post when
said arm is in its fully retracted position.
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