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IMPROVEMENT IN BEER-REGULATORS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 157,535, dated December 8, 1874; application filed 
October 24, 1874. - 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN OBRECHT, of Tell 

City, in the county of Perry and State of In 
diana, have invented a new and Improved 
Beer-Regulator, of which the following is a 
specification: 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep 
resents a sectional front elevation, and Fig. 2 
a top view, of my improved beer-regulating 
apparatus. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
The object of my invention is to provide an 

apparatus for regulating beer, and other fer 
mented liquors in the kegs, in such a manner 
that not only the carbonic-acid gas liberated 
during the time of drawing off the same is 
utilized, but also the same kept fresh and 
sweet for any length of time, and be readily 
drawn off by the faucet. 
The carbonic-acid-gas generators hitherto 

employed for supplying the required vent to 
the kegs, and keeping the liquid sweet and 
palatable for longer time, are not only very 
expensive and cumbersome, but necessitate 
also continuous working expenses for gener 
ating the gas. 

For the purpose of providing a simple, read 
ily-operated, and economical apparatus for reg 
ulating and preserving beer, I provide a larger 
Water receptacleortub, with an interior smaller 
gas-reservoir, and connect the same, by inter 
mediate branch pipes with check-valve and 
stop-cock, to the gas-distributing pipes, with 
stop-cocks and water-indicators, and then to 
the kegs containing the beer for the action of 
the gas thereon, connecting, further, the wa 
ter-tub by a pump with the faucets of the 
empty kegs, for pumping water therein, and 
force, by the distributing and reservoir-con 
necting pipes, the liberated gas back to the 
reservoir for being applied to the next keg to 
be tapped. 
In the drawing, A represents a Water tub 

or receptacle, of suitable size, and B a sec 
ond tub, of smaller size, which is placed bot 
tom upward within the outer tub, to act as 
reservoir for the carbonic-acid gas, being fast 
ened, by suitable lugs a, to tub A, so as to be 
prevented from rising. The lower part of tub 
or reservoir B communicates suitably with the 

outer tub, which is filled with Water, compress 
ing thereby the air or acid within the reser 
voir, and forcing it upward through a pipe, C, 
screwed tightly into the bottom of reservoir B. 
Pipe C bends and branches out into ring or 
square shaped pipes D, of which one is pro 
vided with a check-valve, a, the other with a 
stop-cock, b, the former for the purpose of con 
ducting the gas from pipe C to the kegs, while 
preventing its return in opposite direction, the 
latter for forcing the liberated gas from the 
keg into the reservoir. The continuation C/ 
of the branch part D connects by as many 
distributing-pipes Eas there are kegs to be sup 
plied With the same, each pipe E being pro 
vided with a stop-cock, d, and water-indicator 
or box with glass front e. The lower part of 
each Water-indicator e connects, by the rubber 
end section of pipe e, with the metallic bung 
e' of a keg, which bung is driven into the keg 
for taking the place of the common wooden 
bung on tapping the same. The communica 
tion of each keg with the gas-reservoir B is 
formed through pipe C, check-valve a, con 
tinuation C, stop-cock d, Water-indicatore, and 
bunge, producing a sufficient supply of air or 
gas to the keg by the pressure of the water in 
tub Afor giving vent to the liquid therein, and 
draw it offin easy and uniform manner. The 
water-receptacle A is also connected by a pipe, 
f, with a suction and force pump, F, which 
communicates, by an exit-pipe, g, having 
check-valve g and gas or rubber tube g”, with 
the faucet k of the keg to be attached thereto 
when the same is empty, for the purpose of 
forcing, by the action of the pump, the water 
from receptacle A into the keg till it rises into 
the water-indicator e. - 
As the branch stop-cock h and distributing 

stop-cock d have previously been opened, the 
carbonic-acid gas, which has become liberated 
in the keg during the drawing off of the con 
tents, is forced back into the reservoir B, and 
may then be instantly utilized for the next full 
keg to be tapped. The distributing stop-cock 
is then closed, and the empty keg taken away 
from the support or ice-box, to give place to 
the next keg, to which the gas is then applied, 
as described. The Water in the tub has to be 
renewed frequently, and all the parts kept 
clean, 
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The apparatus possesses the advantage of 
keeping beer fresh so long as there is any in 
the keg, improving the same in proportion as 
the quantity of carbonic gas increases by con 
stant use, it being always preserved and made 
to act on the next keg. 
The apparatus, on a larger scale, may also 

be advantageously used in breweries, and, in 
case of fire, with proper hose attached to the 
pump, as a ready extinguisher. 

Elaving thus described my invention, I claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. The apparatus for regulating and pre 
serving beer and other malt liquors, composed. 
of a water receptacle or tub, A, with interior 

gas-reservoir B, connecting main pipe C C, 
with intermediate branch pipes D, having 
check-valve a in one branch, and stop-cock b 
in the other, and of distributing-pipes E, with 
stop-cock d and water-indicators e, in connec 
tion with bungse of the kegs, substantially in 
the manner and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The combination, with the water and gas 
receptacles, and keg or kegs connected to the 
gas-receptacle by a pipe or pipes, of the pump 
F and pipes fg, substantially as shown and 
described. 

JOHN OBRECEIT. 
Witnesses: 

GABRIEL SCHMORCK, 
GEO. F. BOTT. 


