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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HEINRICH CHRISTIAN THIEMANN, OF HAMBURG, GERMANY, ASSIGNOR TO
LUDWIG MORITZ BARWINKEL, OF SAME PLACE.

HAND OR BOOK REST.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 541,254, dated June 18, 1895.
Agpplication filed December 1, 1894, Serial No, 530,661, (No model.)

Do ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HEINRICH CHRISTIAN
THIEMANN, residing at Hamburg, Germany,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Hand or Book Rests, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to a rest designed to
afford a support for the hand of a person writ-
ingon thelowerlines of a thick ledger or other
book. The device is also adapted to be used
as a support for holding a book in an approxi-
mately upright position while reading or copy-
mng.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my improved rest, show-
ing it in use as a hand-support. Fig. 2 is a
similar view with the plate a turned over.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the rest when
constitnting a book-support; and Fig.4,a ver-
tical section on line 4 4, Fig. 3.

The rest is composed essentially of two
plates a, b, arranged at right angles to each
other and connected by a triple hingec. On
that end of the plate b, which is connected to
plate a, there is secured a smaller plate d,
which is of greater thickness than plate .
The plate dis provided with a groove f, adapt-
ed to receive and hold the inner edge o/, of
plate ¢. Within a bore of plate d, there is
secured a cateh , surrounded by spring g, and
provided with a folding finger i.

When the apparatus is to be used as a hand

rest (Figs. 1 and 2), the plate b, is placed be-
tween the closed leaves of the book, while the
plate ‘@, may be folded either upon the left
hand open leaf A (Fig. 1), or the right hand
open leaf A’ (Fig. 2). Thus the plate ¢ will
form a convenient rest for the hand.

‘When the apparatus is to be used as a book
rest (Figs. 3 and 4), the plate b, is placed into
a horizontal position and the plate q, is fitted
with its lower edge a’ into the groove f, of
plated. Thebook is placed upon plate b, and

against plate a, and is held in its open posi-

tion by the finger ¢, which is swang npward
to bear against one of the open leaves.

‘What I claim is-—

1. A book rest composed of two plates placed
at right angles to each other, and of a connect-
ing triple hinge, substantially as specified.

2. The combination in a book rest of plates
a, b, with a connecting hinge ¢, a grooved plate
d, secured to plate b, and adapted to receive
the edge of plate a, a spring catch engaging
plate d, and a folding finger secured to such
cateh, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

HEINRICH CHRISTIAN THIEMANN,

Witnesses:
W. T. E. Kocs,
* H. EGGERS.
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