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(57) Abstract: A light-diftusing member has a sub-
strate having optical transparency, a light-diffusing
part formed at a predetermined height on one surface
of the substrate, and a light-blocking layer formed with
less thickness than the height of the light-ditfusing part
in areas other than the light-ditfusing part of the one
surface of the substrate. The light-diffusing part com-
prises a light-emitting end face in contact with the sub-
strate, and a light-incident end face facing the light-
emitting end face and having a surface area greater
than the surface area of the light-emitting end face. In-
formation is recorded within the light-diffusing mem-

ber.
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The invention according to Claim 1 and the invention according to Claim
6 have a common technical feature of “aphoto-diffusionmember, comprising
a substrate having optical transmittance, a photo-diffusion part which
is formed at a prescribed height upon one face of the substrate, and
a light blocking layer which is formed in a region upon the one face
of the substrate other than the photo-diffusion part at a thickness which
is less than the height of the photo-diffusion part, wherein the
photo-diffusion part further comprises a light emission end face which
makes contact with the substrate and a light entry end face which faces
the light emission end face and has a larger area than the area of the
light emissionend face”. Uponreference tothe content of the disclosure
of the cited reference 1 (WO 2013/146353 Al (Sharp Corp.), 03 October
2013 (03.10.2013), claim1; fig. 3A), however, the said technical feature
does not contribute to the related art, and thus, the said technical
feature cannot be said to be a special technical feature. In addition,
no other common or corresponding special technical feature is present
among these inventions. Accordingly, the scope of the claims is
classified into the following two inventions having special technical
features as respectively described hereinafter:

(Invention 1) Claims 1 — 5:
A photo-diffusion member wherein information is recorded; and

(Invention 2) Claims 6 — 20:

An inspection device for photo-diffusionmembers, which comprises a light
source unit which is positioned on one side of the photo-diffusion member
and which projects measurement light of different brightnesses depending
on orientation upon the photo-diffusion member and a photo-detector unit
which is positioned on the other side of the photo-diffusion member and
which detects the measurement light which is transmitted through the
photo-diffusion member, and which inspects the state of the
photo-diffusion part and the light blocking layer on the basis of the
result of the detection of the measurement light which the photo-detector
unit detects.

Claims 6 — 20 are not an invention of the same category including all
of the specific features of the invention of Claim 1. Thus, as a result
of searching on the claims grouped into Invention 1, Claims 6 - 20 are
not an invention whereupon it would be possible to carry out a search
without effectively requiring an additional prior art search or
determination, nor is there any other circumstance whereby it could be
said to be efficient to carry out a search upon Claims 6 — 20 together
with Claims 1 - 5, and thus, it is not possible to group Claims 6 - 20
into Invention 1.
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