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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cuinroxn L. Brir,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Palmyra, in the county of Macoupin and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Tools, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention has reference to improve-
ments in tools and relates particularly to a
hand tool for farm use, especially in the
erection of wire fences, stringing plain and
barb wire and for similar uses.

The principal object of this invention is
to provide an inexpensive and eflicient tool
for the use in driving of staples when erect-
ing plain or barb wire fences and includes
a member having means whereby a line wire
or cable may be positioned and held against
a post or other part to which it is desired
to attach the wire by means of a suitable
staple, said member being so constructed .
and arranged as to receive and guide the
staple to its proper securing position, and
means within the member adapted to be op-
erated upon by a tool in the hand of an op-
erator for driving said staple.

A further object is the provision of such
a device having means adapted to lock the
plunger in its vmous projected positions,
said means algo serving as a staple holding
means prior to the initial driving movement
of the plunger.

Further objects include the provision of
devices of this character, whereby a simple,
efficient and cheap tool is constructed, which
is strong and durable and convenient to
handle.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing
and such other objects as may hereinafter
appear, my invention consists in the com-
bination, construction and arrangement of
parts hereinafter described, and then sought
to be defined in the appended claims, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings forming a part hereof, and which show
merely for the purpose of illustrative dis-
closure, a preferred embodiment of my in-
vention, it being understood that various
changes may be made in practice within the
scope of the claims, without digressing from
my inventive idea.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a
view in perspective of a device constructed
according to my invention, illustrated in the

Specification of Letters Patent.

shown in Kig.
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act of applying a staple to a fence; Fig. 2
is a side elevation of the tool, and Fig. 3 is
a front end view thereof; Fig. 4 is an ele-
vation at right angles to Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is
a horizontal section, taken substantially on
line 5—5 of Fig. 2, the device being shown
with a staple in position prior to the initial
driving movement, and Ifig. 6 is a similar
view, the staple being shown | partially driven.

This invention 1el<\tes to that class of de-
vices as shown in Patent No. 1,089,112, issued
to Oscar Z. Coutant, the third day of March,
1914, and is an 1mprovement thereon.

Peiunnz) now to the drawings, the nu-
meral 1 deszpn,xtgs the barrel which also
serves as the handle of the tool, this barrel
being substantially tubular in cross-section
for the greater portion of its length, and
having the screw threaded end cap 2. The
forward end of this barrel is bifurcated as
indicated at 3 so as to adapt it to straddle a
wire or cable to permit the proper applica-
tion of the staple. This end of the body is
squared as at 4 to receive the hammer head
5. as shown.

Mounted to reciprocate within the tubular
handle is the plunger 6, having the head 7
and the driving end 8. This plunger is nor-
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mally adaptcd to be held in the position

5 by means of the spring 9
which is positioned thereabout, said spring
engaging at one end the internal flange 10
of the body portion, and at the other end
the we 1sh<,1 or similar member 11 which
bears against the lugs or projections 12 pro-
vided on the plunger member. The forward
end 8 of the plunger is adapted to engage a
staple to drive the same.

In order to permit the device to operate
properly to complete the application of the
staple, I provide a tool and ratchet connec-
tion whereby the plunger will be locked in
its partially projected position to each blow
and held there until the next blow or until
released by the operator. This connection is
provided by means of the catch or lever 13
which is pivotally mounted as at 14, to the
bedy portion of the device, having the hand
engaging portion 15 which terminates in the
1110 or prowctmn 16, which lug or projection
is posﬂuoned qppl()\lnnte the recess 17 in

‘the body portion, the spring 18 bearing

thereagainst and tending to position the
ratchet engaging end 19 of said catch or le-
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ver in engagement with the ratchet teeth 20,
which are provided on the forward portion
of said plunger, as shown. This catch or
lever 13 is so constructed and arranged rela-
tive to the plunger, that when in a normal

‘position of the plunger the end 19 of the

catch or lever 18 will engage and fit over the
loop of the staple 21, as indicated in Fig. 5,
thereby holding the smple in position after
its insertion in the end of the body portion,
thereby providing means whereby it may be
properly positioned for driving.

The operation of this device is evident
from a consideration of this desmiption, to-
gether with the drawing, and includes the
positioning of the staple in the forward end
of the tool with its lcop in engagement with
the driving end of the plunger, the catch or
lever 13 being depressed by the hand of the
operator, sufficiently so as to lift the en-
gaging end 19 of said catch or lever 13 to
permit the passage of the loop of the staple
thereunder. - The tool is then positioned by
the operator so that the staple is positioned
astride the wire which is to be secured and a
hammer or similar tool is used to drive the
plunger forward, thereby driving the staple
into the post, it being understcod that the
cateh or lever 13 engaging the ratchet teeth
20, provides an automatic means for locking
the plunger in its various partially project-
ed positions. 'On a completion of the driv-
ing action, the operator depresses the catch
or lever 13 by pressure on the portion 15
thereof, thus releasing the plunoer which is
moved back to its n(nmal position by means
of the spring 9.

It is therefore evident that I have pro-
vided a new and improved tool whereby
staples may be applied and driven with fa-

- cility to secure a wire to a post or other

member, which device is simple and strong

- in construction, attractive in appearance and
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durable in use.

What T claim:—

1. In a teol of the character described, a
body member forming a hand-hold and be-
ing tubular for a greater portion of its
length, a plunger mounted to slide therein,
means Zor normally holding the plunger so
that its forward end is within the forward
end of said body member, ratchet teeth on
the forward end of said plunger, and a
catch or lever pivotally mounted on said
body member and having an end adapted
to engage said ratchet teeth to hold said
plunger in its various projected positions,
sald cateh or lever being adapted to have its
engaomo end positioned over the forward
end of said plunger to engage a St‘lple prior
to the initial driving opemtlon of said
plunger.

2. In a tool of the character described, a

1,158,430

body member forming a hand-hold and be-
ing tubular for a greater portion of its
length, a plunger mounted to slide therein,
means for normally holding the plunger so
that its forward end is within the forward
end of said body member, ratchet teeth on
the forward end of said plunger, and a catch
or lever pivotally mounted on said body
member and having an end adapted to en-
gage said ratchet teeth to hold said plunger
1n its various projected positions, said catch
or lever being adapted to have its engaging
end positioned over the forward end of said
plunger to engage a staple prior to the
mitial driving operation of said plunger,
and means for causing the cateh or lever to
normally engage said ratchet teeth on said
plunger.

3. In a tool of the character described, a
member forming a hand-hold and heing
tubular for a greater portion of its length
and having its forward end bifurcated so as
te straddle a wire, a plunger mounted to
move within said body member, means for
normally holding said plunger with its for-
ward end within the forward end of sad
body member, ratchet teeth on said plunger,
and a cateh or lever pivotally mounted on
sald body member and having its engaging
end dd‘l])ted to project over thg forward end
of said plunger-so as to engage a staple

~when sald plunger is in its vetracted posi-

tion, said engaging end of said catch or lever
bemo adapted to engage said ratchet teeth
on said plunger so as to lock the same in its
various projected positions.

4. In a tool of the character described, a
member forming a hand-hold and heing
tubular for a greater portion of its length
and having its forward end bifurcated so
as to straddle a wire, a plunger mounted to
move within said body member, means for
normally holding said plunger with its for-
ward end within the forward end of said
body member, ratchet teeth on said plunger,
a cateh or lever pivotally mounted on said
body member and having its engaging end
adapted to project over the forward end of
said plunger so as to engage a staple when
said plunger is in its retracted position, said
engaging end of said catch or lever being
‘ld&pted to engage said ratchet teeth on said
plunger so as to lock the same in its various
projected positions, and resilient means for
normally holding said catch or lever in its
engaging position.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

CLINTON L. BELL.
Witnesses:

Groraer T. Bran,
J. M. ANDERSON.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘“ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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