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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epwarp J. BrsaMaN,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Los Angeles, county of Los An-
geles, State of California, have invented a
certain new and useful Amusement Appa-
ratus; and T do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
malee and use the same. :

This invention relates to amusement ap-
paratus, and it may be said to consist in the
provision of the mnovel and advantageous
features and in the novel and improved con-
struction, arrangement, and combination of
parts as will be apparent from the descrip-
tion and claims which follow hereinafter.

Objects of the invention are to provide an
improved amusement apparatus which 1s
adapted to afford a novel form of amuse-
ment, is simple in character, economical to
manufacture, strong and durable, attractive
in appearance, effective to train children to
add numbers, well suited to provide agree-
able pastime for children as well as adults,
and which is well adapted to try the skill
and patience of those who practise it.

Other objects and the advantages of the
invention will be apparent to those skilled
in the art from a consideration of the fol-
lowing description of the preferred form of
construction embodying the invention, taken
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings in which—

Trigure 1 is a plan view of the amusement
apparatus; Iig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
view taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1; and
Tig. 8 is an enlarged cross sectional view
taken on the line 8—38 of Fig. 1.

As shown, the amusement apparatus com-
prises a platform 4 having at the edge there-
of an inclosing wall 5 which extends above
and below the platform. The rear portion 6
of the platform 4 is provided with a sub-
stantially central opening 7, and with open-
ings 8, 9, 10 concentric to the opening 7.
The front portion 11 of the platform pref-
erably slopes downwardly from the front
end, and the rear portion of the platform
preferably slopes upwardly toward the cen-
tral opening 7. A depression 12 may be
formed at the front end of the platform 4
to hold any one of a plurality of preferably
rubber balls 13 which are of such size that
they may pass completely through the open-

ings 7 and 9 and partly through the open-
ings 8 and 10. A nefting 14 may be ar-
ranged on top of the rear end of the wall 5
to stop the balls passing over the wall 5.
An opening 15 is provided in the wall 5
below the front end of the platform 4.
Those of the balls 18 which pass through
the opening 7 travel in a runway 16 to the
front end of said runway adjacent to-the
opening 15, and thoge of the balls 18 which
pass through the openings 9 travel in one
or the other of runways 17, at the sides of
runway 16, to the front end of the runways
17 adjacent to the opening 15, Circular de-
pressions 177 are formed adjacent to the
openings 7 and 9 in the platform 4. Ay the
front end on the wall 5 is mounted a suit-
able container 18 for the balls 13, and a suit-
able deviee such ag the cribbage beard 19 for
keeping a record of the total scores of the
players. The apparatus has on its under-
side a pivot 20 fitted in an opening 21 in
the base 22, whereby it may be turned at
will to bring its front end adjacent to the
next player.

‘In use, one of the balls 13 may be placed
in the depression 12 and then struck by hand
or by a cue; the player aiming to have the
ball move into one of the openings 7, 8, 9,
or 10. When the player succeeds 1n moving
any of the balls 18 1nto the openings 7, 8,
9, and 10, he may add to his score 40, 80,
20, and 10 for the respective openings. Balls
passing through the openings 7 and 9 may be
counted and played again to reward skilful
players. When a ball stops in any one of
the civeular depressions 17 it will in most
cages prevent another ball from passing
through the opening which is adjacent to the
circular depression having the ball therein—
see left half of Fig. 3.

Tt will be apparent that the improved ap-
paratus is well adapted to accomplish the
objects of the invention.

While one form of construction embody-
ing the invention has been particularly illus-
trated and described, many minor changes
and modifications thereof will readily occur
to- those skilled in the art—wherefore the
right is reserved to all such changes and
modifications as do not depart from the
spirit and scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claims.

I claim i—

1. Amusement apparatus comprising a
platform provided with openings in the rear
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end portion thereof and formed to provide
circular depressions adjacent to the open-
ings, an inclosing wall on the edge of the
platform, and runways below the platform
leading from the openings to the front end
of the platform.

2. Amusement apparatus comprising a
platform, the rear portion of the platform
being provided with a substantially central
opening-and with openings spaced: from the
central opening and said platform having
the front portion thereof sloping down-
wardly from the front end and the rear por-
tion sloping upwardly toward the central
opening, an inclosing wall on the edge of
the platform, and runways below the plat-
form leading from the openings to the front
end of the platform.

3. Amusement apparatus comprising a
platform, the rear portion of the platform
being provided with a substantially central
opening. and with openings spaced from the
central opening, some of the openings being
larger than other of the openings, said plat-
form having the front portion. thereof slop-
ing downwardly from the front end and the
rear portion sloping upwardly toward the
central opening, and provided with depres-
sions adjacent to some of said openings, an
inclosing wall cn the edge of the platform,

1,104,469

and runways below the platform leading
from the larger of the openings to the front
end of the platform.

4. The herein described amusement appa-

.ratus, comprising a platform the rear end
yportion of which is provided with a sub-

“stantially central opening and with openings

spaced from the central opening, some of the

“openings being larger than other of the

openings, said platform having its front

-portion sloping downwardly from the front

end and its rear portion sloping upwardly
toward the central opening, and provided
with circular depressions adjacent to the
larger of the openings, an inclosing wall on
the edge of the platform, said wall pro-
vided with an opening at the front end of
the platform, and runways leading from the
larger of the openings and terminating ad-
jacent to the opening at the front end of the
platform. ’

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing- witnesses at Los Angeles,
county: of Lies Angeles, State of California,
this 23rd day of December, A. D. 1913,

E. J. BESEMAN.

Witnesses:

Arex. H. LppERS,
Erva Scorr.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five _qehté each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
. Washingtpn, D. C.”
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