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(57) Abstract: Methods and systems for facilitating sale of a home in which an occupant is absent are provided. A resident com-

& munications system is installed at the home. Upon completion of a showing at the home by a real estate agent, a signal is transmitted
& from the resident communication system. The signal can be a home identifier that is subsequently received by a centralized showin
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system, which correlates the home identifier with a logical address of a handheld communications device carried by the occupant,
and contacts and informs the occupant via the handheld communications device that the home showing has been completed. Or the
signal can be a notification signal that is transmitted directly to the handheld communications device for notifying the occupant that
the home showing has been completed.
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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING

Group 1, claim(s) 1 — 43 and 73 — 102, drawn to method and apparatus for showing a home from to a potential home buyer by using a
resident communications system comprising a base unit and a remote unit (located at an ingress/egress of the home) wherein upon
completion of the home showing transmission of an activation signal from the remote unit to the base unit, wherein, in response to the
activation signal the home identifier is transmitted from the base unit to a centralized showing system.

Group 2, claim(s) 44 ~ 60 , and 61-72 and 122 - 137, drawn to method and apparatus for sales of homes by showing a home to a potential
home buyer, wherein occupants carrying a handheld device, after a predetermined period of time has expired after receipt of the respective
home identifiers, occupants are contacted (manually or automatically) via the respective handheld communications device in accordance
with the correlated home identifiers; and informing the occupants that the showings of the respective homes have been completed. Resident
communications system are installed at the homes, wherein the resident communications systems are configured for transmitting the home
identifiers upon completion of the respective home showings. A look-up table for storing the home identifiers and corresponding logical
addresses for the handheld communications devices, wherein the processor accesses the look-up table to perform the correlation function,

Group 3, claim(s) 103 — 113, 114 - 121, 138 — 149, 150 — 154, 155 — 160 and 161 — 168, drawn to method and apparatus for performance
of tasks at homes, wherein the home having a resident communications system (comprises a base unit and a remote unit located at an
ingress/egress of the home) storing 2 home identifier correlatable to a handheld communications device carried by the occupant; upon
completion of the task transmitting an activation signal from the remote unit to the base unit, in response to the mechanical actuation of a
single switch transmitting the stored home identifier from the resident communications system to a centralized showing system..
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