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ments are tensioned so as to provide first and
second normal biasing forces to the first and
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layer covers at least a portion of the fixed support
and a front surface of the side support. Various
furniture arrangements and modular furniture kits
incorporating one or more chairs, desks and/or
tables are provided.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2, D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. ITI  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
**See Extra Sheet**

. EI As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.
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2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-14

Remark on Protest I:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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-***-Continued from Box No. Ill: Observations where unity of invention is lacking-***-

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I: Claims 1-14 are directed toward a suspension chair comprising a third back support portion.

Group lI: Claims 15-26 are directed toward a furniture arrangement comprising two chairs with a fabric layer.

Group lIt: Claims 27-32 are directed toward a furniture arrangement with a work surface in a U-shaped occupancy space.
Group 1V: Claims 33-42 are directed toward a modular furniture kit with at least four chairs and planar armrests in a T-shape.

The inventions listed as Groups IV do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons.

The special technical features of Group | include a third back support portion comprising an outwardly facing concave surface
transitioning between said first and second back support portions; wherein said first and second back support portions comprise first and
second suspension elements extending in said first and second directions respectively, wherein said first and second suspension
elements are tensioned so as to provide first and second normal biasing forces to said first and second body support portions (which is
not present in Groups II-1V).

The special technical features of Group Il include wherein said first side surface is defined in part by a first fixed support defining an
upper portion of a first back and a first side support pivotable about a horizontal axis, said first side support having an upper portion
moveable toward and away from said upper portion of said first fixed support; wherein said second side surface is defined in part by a
second fixed support defining an upper portion of a second back and a second side support pivotable about said horizontal axis, said
second side support having an upper portion moveable toward and away from said upper portion of said second fixed support; wherein
said first and second chairs are positioned such that said first and second sides are adjacent; and a fabric layer covering at least a
portion of said fixed support and a front surface of said side support (which is not present in Groups |, ili, 1V).

The special technical features of Group Ill include a work surface having a side edge and opposite front and rear edges, said work
surface vertically spaced so as to define leg space beneath each of said front and rear edges; and a chair positioned adjacent said rear
edge; and wherein said first back support portion has an end positioned adjacent said rear edge such that said second back support
portion is spaced from said rear edge and defines an ingress and egress opening between said second back support portion and said
rear edge, and wherein said first and second back support portions and said rear edge define a U-shaped occupancy space in plan view
(which is not present in Groups |, II, IV).

The special technical features of Group IV include wherein an upper surface of each of said first and second back supports comprises a
planar armrest surface, wherein said at least four chairs are capable of being arranged in each of at least a first and second
configuration; wherein said first configuration comprises a pair of said chairs arranged with said rear surfaces lying adjacent such that
said planar armrests define a T-shape in plan view; and wherein said second configuration comprises four of said chairs arranged with
said rear surfaces lying adjacent such that said planar armrests define a X-shape in plan view (which is not present in Groups I-1iI).

The common technical features of Groups I-1V include a first back support portion having a first linear support su.rfacg extenging along a
first direction: a second back support portion having a second linear support surface extending along a second direction, said second
direction being substantially perpendicular to said first direction.

These common technical features are disclosed by US 5,064,244 A (SPROULE): a first back support portion having a first linear support
surface extending along a first direction (sofa arrangement {suspension chair) has reclining seat 12 (first back support portion) with sgat
back 28 (first linear support surface) shown extending in a first direction; figure 1; column 2, lines 35-55); a second back suppprt portion
having a second linear support surface extending along a second direction, said second direction being substantially perpendlcula.r tg
said first direction (double sofa section 18 (second back support portion) shown with a seat back (second linear support surface) similar
to seat back 28, and shown extending in a second direction which is substantially perpendicular to the first direction; figure 1; column 2,
lines 35-55).

Because the common technical features are disclosed by Sproule, the inventions are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept. Therefore, Groups I-1V lack unity.
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