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5 Claims.

This invention relates to garment hangers and
more particularly to an improved means for hang-

ing women’s dresses in stocks for merchandising -

and also in wardrobes, cabinets or closets of in-
dividuals. While the invention is not limited in
its application and general practical use, it has,
however, been brought about to meet a necessity
in the hanging of dresses and analogous gar-
ments for display in salesrooms, show windows

+ and the like, as well as in stocks for merchandising

35

and commercial storage. .

In show window and other displays of dresses
and similar garments it is customary to care-
fully place and gracefully drape the garments on
special supports or forms to bring out attrac-
tively the design and style of the garments in
the true character and form thereof, or at least
in near simulation of the appearance of the
garment as actuslly worn. However, in the mer-
chandising stock, the garments are merely hung
from the shoulder portions on ordinary conven-
tional hangers, such as an arcuate or otherwise
peculiarly curved bar suspended at its middle from
a hook, or else hung from the well-known hangers
made of wire, In any case, all of the weight of
the garment is carried by the shoulder portions,
with the result that the garment hangs drawn
out lengthwise and retracted transversely
throughout and deformed to such a degree as to
detract appreciably from the natural appearance
and style of the garment so that the prospective
customer who may have seen the more attractive
display in the show window, or otherwise, is dis-
appointed in the appearance of the garment as
taken from the stock. Consequently, the sale,
in many cases, is lost or the sales person experi-
ences difficulty in convincing the customer that it
is the same garment as that displayed and which
attracted the attention of the customer.

Not only is the garment given that lengthwise
drawn and transversely pulled in or retracted ef-
fect, as just above described, when hung in the
usual manner from the shoulder portions, but
it is pulled out of shape to such extent that
it is necessary to press and re-shape it before
wearing, and, in many cases, the garment is so
distorted and permanently sprung out of shape
that it is necessary to make material alterations
therein to bring it back to its original form. That
is to say, it is almost impossible to place the gar-

ment, even with extraordinary care, on the usual-

hanger employed, with exact evenness of loca-
tion of the shoulder portions on the supporting
bar or formed portion of the hanger to give even
distribution of the weight of the suspended lower
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portions of the garment, or, if it is symmetrically
placed on the hanger there is nothing to prevent
slippage to one side or the other on the hanger,
which obviously occurs in the handling of the
stock and the removal of an adjacent garment. &
The result, therefore, is the stretching lengthwise
of the garment at one side, thereby making it
hang uneven at the bottom when worn, and this
not only occurs in merchandising stocks, but in
the wardrobe of the purchaser of the garment 10
and for whom, in all probability, the garment was
fitted and the bottom altered and evened to the
peculiar form of that particular person.

One object of the present invention is to pro-
vide improved means for hanging the garments to 15
overcome the disadvantages herein above noted,
and to this end it consists in novel means for sup-
porting the shoulder portions of the garment, with
further provision for supporting the lower por-
tion of the garment from the region of the belt or 20

-waist line and lifting the latter supporting means

so as to ease and loosen the part of the garment
between the shoulder support and the belt or walst
line, giving to that part a bloused effect. A further
object is to provide simple means for preventing 25
slippage of the shoulder portions on the upper
supporting element of the hanger. Other objects
and advantages to be attained will hereinafter
more fully appear in the following description.

The invention consists in the parts and com- 30
binations and arrangements of parts hereinafter
specified and afterwards set forth with particular-
ity in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming part of
this specification and illustrating practical adap- 35
tations of the invention,— .

Figure 1 is a front elevational view, showing a
dress applied to a hanger in accordance with the
present invention;

Figure 2 is a rear elevational view of the same 40
garment as applied to the hanger; '

Figure 3 is a detail elevational view of an ele-
ment for supporting the garment at the belt or
waist line, detached from the garment and the up~
per hanger element; 45

Figure 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, with the
supporting tape or strap removed, and showing
a different sized hanger plate;

Figure 5 is a view, on an enlarged scale, some-
what fragmentary in character, and partly in sec- 50
tion and partly in side edge elevation; said view
illustrating details of the hanger plate structure
and the supporting tape or strap;

Figure 6 is a face view of the parts shown in

Figure 5. 55.
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Referring to the drawings, and more particu-
larly Figures 1 to 6, inclusive, the numeral | desig-
nates generally a dress, having an upper body
portion 2, with sleeves 3, the upper body portion

5 2, as shown, being attached to the waist portion 4
of the skirt 5, at which place of attachment a belt
6 is provided. 'The belt 6, for obvious reasons, is
usually fastened to the garment only at two or
more places, to afford adjustment. However, as

10 far as the present invention is concerned, the

. belt may be attached throughout its length, and,
in some cases, there may be no belt provided at
all, depending upon the style and character of
the garment.

15 The shoulder portions 7T of the dress are placed
over the cross bar 8 of an ordinary hanger, pro-
vided with a hook 9 by which it is supported on
any conventional rack or supporting rod in a
store fixture or individual wardrobe, cabinet or

20 closet, as the case may be. This placing of the

shoulder portions of the garment, except as here- -

inafter more particularly pointed out; is in a
manner similar to the placing of a garment on
the ordinary hanger in the usual way.
25 As a support for the waist or belted portion
+ of the garment, a plate device 10 is provided (see
Figures 3, 4, 5, and 6, for details thereof). This
device may be made of any suitable material, but
- . 1t is preferable .to make it of ordinary commer-
30 cial corrugated paper board of the kind wherein
the main body of the board is corrugated and has
an outer covering of sheet paper or fabric on op-
posite sides. This is shown more clearly in Fig-
ure 6 of the drawings, wherein the inner body
35 portion of corrugated material is shown in sec-
tion and designated by the numeral {f and the
outer covering sheets by the numeral 12, So, too,
the marginal portions of the plate 10 are prefer-
ably bound with tape 13 which may be applied
40 with a suitable adhesive, but said binding is
preferably stitched along its inner margins, as
at 14.
The plate member 10, in practice, may be made
In any number of sizes, but will generally be made
45 in only two different sizes, as it has been found
in actual use that two properly proportioned sizes
will take care of all regular sizes of garments.

‘That is to say, a plate of one size will suffice for

the regular small waist measures up to a given
50 maximum of such sizes, and the other size of
plate for the large waist measures up to the pre-
determined maximum thereof. In both sizes of
the plates 10 the side marginal and end mar-
ginal contours are identical, as well as the length
656 of the plate, the only difference being in the
transverse dimensions between the upper -and
lower side margins and at the restricted middle

or belt or waist line portion, which portion is -

reduced in width by the recessing of the opposite
80 side margins thereof roundingly, as at 15.

! Near the upper margin of the plate 10 a
slotted opening 16.is provided, and said opening is
preferably reinforced by a metal lining or grom-
met 1. Through this opening 18§ is threaded the
65 looped portion 18 of a tape or strap member 19,

" the end of the looped portion I8 being secured to
the middle cross bar 20 of a slide buckle element

21, as at 22. 'The opposite end portion of the tape

or strap member' 19 is folded back upon itself, as
70 at 23, the overlapped portions being apertured,

as at 24, and preferably reinforced by an eyelet
member 25. Obviously, by moving the slide
buckle element 21 between the looped portion I8
and the apertured end portion 24 of the tape or
15 sgtrap member 19, said member is lengthened and

shortened, at will, to effect the adjustment of the
garment hanger, as will be presently more fully
described.

In applying the supporting plate 10 to the dress
as first hung on the hanger bar 8, as hereinbe-
fore described, said plate 10 is placed at the back
of the garment in the region of the belt or, waist
portion thereof (see Figure 2 for clearer detail)
midway between the side margins of the garment.

"~ After the plate 10 is located so that its narrowest 10

portion (the belt or waist line portion thereof)
coincides with the belt or waist portion of the
garment, the side marginal portions of the gar-
ment are next folded inwardly towards each
other, over the outer face of the plate 10, and the 15
meeting portions thus folded are gathered and
drawn together to tighten the belt or waist por-
tion of the garment about the plate 18, upon the
accomplishment of which the meeting portions
are pinned or otherwise securely fastened togeth- 20
er at the belt or waist line.

The plate 10 having been applied as just above
described, and the apertured end portion 24 of
the tape or strap member (9 having been pre-
viously slipped onto the hook member 9 of the 25
hanger bar 8, the slide buckle element 21 is ad-
justed to make the supporting length of the tape
or strap member 19 just sufficient to lift the belt
or waist portion of the garment slightly and
thereby loosen and blouse the body portion be- 30
tween that portion and the shoulder portions.

- This imposes all the weight of the garment below

the belt or waist line directly upon the hanger
bar 8 and hook member 9, entirely relieving the
shoulder portions of said weight and leaving only 35
the weight of the body portion above the belt or
waist portion upon said hanger bar 8. In this
way the bloused upper part of the garment hangs
loosely and without any tautening pull thereon,
and in a naturally graceful effect, and at the 40
same time the skirt or portion below the belt
or waist line hangs also gracefully and syn-
metrically and without any deforming strains
thereon. . .

In addition to the hanging of the portions of 45
the garment as just above described, the shoul-
der portions 7T of the garment are held from slip-
ping endwise on said hanger bar 8, because the
adjacent portion 26 of the tapeorstrapmember {9
(see Figure 2 of thé drawings) presses the middle 50
portion between said shoulder portions T tightly
against tthe rear face of the hanger bar 8. Thisis
an important advantage in the use of the im-
proved hanger device of the present invention.

Obviously, other modifications in the several 55
parts of the hanger device and in its applica-
tion in use, may be made and adopted without
in the least departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention as defined in the appended
claims. The invention, therefore, is not limited 60
to the specific constructions, arrangements and
applications shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, as the invention is broadly characterized by
the simple and peculiar yet practical manner of
supporting the lower or skirt portion of the gar- 65
ment separately from the upper bodice or blouse
portion, whereby to display the garment in an

. attractively graceful and pleasing appearance,

without pulling the shoulder portions out of
shape or otherwise appreciably deforming the 7
garment, and at the same time with relative com-
pactness so as to not take up appreciably more
storage space in a merchandising stock or in a
wardrobe, cabinet or closet than with the use
of ordinary hangers heretofore employed. Fur- 75
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thermore, while the hanger device of the present
invention is specially adapted and advantageous
for hanging a one-piece dress and the like, it is

also advantageously applicable to two-piece or

other multiple-piece garments, as the separate
skirt part of the garment may obviously be sup-
ported at its belt or waist portion by the plate
member 18 and the separate bodice, blouse or
coat part by the hanger bar 8; and, in some cases,
of course, the bottom portion of the bodice, blouse
or coat part may also be attached to the plate
member {0, depending upon the style and form of
such parts. The invention, therefore, is universal
in its practical application and use.
" What is claimed is: :

1. Means for hanging garments of the char-

‘acter described, comprising 8 hanger element for

supporting the shoulder portions of the garment,
an element for the attachment of the belt or waist
portion of the garment thereto, and a lengthwise
adjustable element supportably connecting the
second mentioned element from the first men-
tioned element.

2. Means for hanging garments of the char-
acter described, comprising a hanger element for
supporting the shoulder portions of the garment,
an element about which the belt or walst portion
of the garment is adapted to be foldably attached,
and a flexible lengthwise adjustable element sup-
portably connecting the second mentioned ele=
ment from the first mentioned element.

3. The combination in a garment hanger, of a
hanger element for supporting the shoulder por-
tions of the garment, said element having a sup-
porting hook, a plate-like member having its op-
posite side marginal portions curved inwardly

3

intermediate its upper and lower edge and pro-
vided near its upper end marginal portion with
an aperture, and an elongated flexible connecting
element having its lower portion looped and
threaded through said aperture in said plate-like &
member, the end of said looped portion of said
flexible connecting element being slidably buckled

to the intermediate portion of said flexible con-
necting element, the upper end portion of said
flexible connecting element being apertured for 10
attachment to the supporting hook of said hanger
element.

4. A garment hanger element of the character
described, comprising a flat plate-like- member
and an elongated flexible member having provi- 15
sion at one end for attachment to & support, the

-opposite end portion of said flexible member being

looped and slidably attached to one end portion
of said plate-like member and the terminal of
said looped end portion being longitudinally ad- 20
justably attached to the intermediate body por-
tion of said flexible element.

5. A garment element of the character de-
scribed, comprising a flat plate-like member, the
said flat plate-like member having side edges 25
being inwardly curved intermediate its upper and
lower edge, and an elongated flexible member
having provision at one end for attachment to
a support, the opposite end portion of said flexi-
ble member being looped and slidably attached 30
to one end portion of said flat plate-like member
and the terminal of said looped end portion be-
ing longitudinally adjustably attached to the in-
termediate body portion of said flexible element.
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