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" This invention relates to advertising displays and more
particularly to a bottle topper display panél and anti-
theft: device for use with a bottle display comprising two
outside bottles of one height and capacity and an inter-
mediate bottle of a smaller height and capacity to lock
the three bottles together against theft and, at the same
time, provide an upstanding display panel.
.- 'As is well known, it is common: practice in retail es-
tablishments selling bottled beverages to display bottles
thereof in various decorative arrangements on counters
or other supporting surfaces and, furthermore, it is com-
mon practice to display panels or signs having advertlsmg
indicia thereon. Considerable trouble has been experi-
enced with theft of bottles from such displays and fur-
thermore, it was necessary to provide some. means, such
as an easel, for supporting the display signs or panels.
Accordingly, a device which would serve to lock the
bottles of a display together, in order to effectively pre-
vent theft of a single bottle and, at the same time, to pro-
vide a support for a display sign or panel would appear
to represent a very worthwhile step forward in the art.

Tt is accordingly an object of this invention to provide
a bottle topper display panel and anti-theft device which
may be conveniently and economically manufactured by
relatively - simple - die-stamping and cutting operations
from a single blank of suitable material, such as cor-
rugated board or the like.

A further object of the invention is the provision of
a bottle topper display panel and anti-theft device which
may be applied to a bottle display comprising three
bottles disposed in a line and with the two outside bottles
of one height and capacity and the intermediate bottle of
a smaller height and capacity.

A still further object of the invention is the provision
of a bottle ‘topper display panel and anti-theft device
which may be conveniently applied to a three bottle dis-
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play in order to effectively lock the three bottles together

as a unit and, at the same time, support the display panel
in an upright position.

" Another .object of the invention is the provrslon of a
bottle topped display panel and anti-theft device which
may be provided as a flat precut blank which may there-
after be conveniently folded by hand to permit applica-
tion of the same to a bottle display.

A further object of the invention is the provision of
bottle topper display panel and anti-theft device which
may be utilized in connection with a bottle display incor-
porating bottles of different size and capacity and which
. will serve to lock such bottles together as a unit to pre-
vent theft thereof and, at the same time, support the
display panel in an upright position.

Further objects and advantages of the invention will
be apparent from the followmg description taken in con-
junction with the accompanymg drawing wherein:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a blank precut to provrde a
bottle topper display panel and anti-theft device in ac-
cordance with this invention;

Fig. 2, a front elevational view showing the display
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panel and anti-theft device of this invention installed on
a three bottle display with -the bottles being shown in
dotted lines;-

Fig. 3, a rear view in perspective showing the bottle
topper display panel and anti-theft device of this inven-
tion in place on a three bottle display, two of the bottles
being of one size and capacity and the intermediate bottle
being of a smaller size and capacity; and

Fig. 4, a rear view in perspective showing the bottle
topper display panel and anti-theft device of this inven-
tion in plaée on a three bottle display, the bottles being
of three difference sizes and capacity.

With continued reference to the drawing there is shown
a bottle topper display panel and anti-theft device con-
structed in accordance with this invention and which may
well comprise a flat- substantially rectangular blank 19
of suitable material, such as corrugated paper board or
the like and the blank 10 is provided with top and bottom
edges 11 and 12 respectively, and with side edges 13 and
14. The blank 19 is, in effect, divided into a body por-
tion 15 which may have advertising indicia applied there-
to and a bottle neck engaging portion 16 adjacent the
lower edge 12 of the blank 1d.

Extending from the lower edge 12 of the blank 10,
substantially midway between the side edges 13 and 14
is a substantially rectangular projection 17 and provided
in the projection 17 is a slit 18 of substantially horse-
shoe conﬁguratxon with the ends 19 of the slit 18 termi-
nating in alignment with the bottom edge 12 of the blank
10. Fold lines 20 extend between the inner ends 19 of
the slit 18 and the side edges 21 and 22 of the projection
17, these fold lines 20 being in alignment with the bottom
edge 12 of the blank 19.

An arcuate slit extends across the bottle neck engagmg
portion 16 from the juncture 24 between the side edge
21 of the projection 17 and bottom edge 12 of the blank
10 to provide a side flap 25. Similarly, an arcuate slit
26 cxtends across the bottle neck engaging portion 16
from the juncture 27 of the side edge 22 of the projec-
tion 17 and the bottom edge 12 of the blank 18 to provide
an opposite side flap 28. A slit of horseshoe’ configura-
tion is provided in the flap 28. A fold line 31 extends
between the inner end 32 of slit 29 and the inner end 33
of -arcuate slit 23. Likewise, a fold line 34 extends be-
tween the inner end 38 of slit 29 and the side edge 13 of
the blank 19. A fold line 36 extends between the inmer
end 37 of the slit 39 and the inner end 38 of the arcuate
slit 26 and a fold line 39 extends between the inner end
40 of the slit 39 and the side edge 14 of the blank 19. -

The display panel and anti-theft device of this inven-
tion is normally supplied as a flat blank, as shown in
Fig. 1, and when it is desired to use the same in connec-
tion with a bottle display, such as is shown in Fig. 2, with
three bottles 41, 42 and 43 disposed in a line and with
the two outside bottles 41 and 42 of one height and
capacity and with the intermediate bottle 43 of a smaller
height and capacity. It is only necessary -to fold the
projection 17, as well as the flaps 25 and 28 rearwardly
to. the position shown in Fig. 3, which will serve to pro-
vide apertures 44 and 45 of horseshoe configuration, dis-
posed substantially horizontally at one height and a hori-
zontally disposed aperture 46 disposed at a lower height

‘and provided by folding the projection 17 rearwardly.

Rearward folding of the flaps 25 and 28 will provide
downwardly extending substantially rigid tabs 47 and 48
and folding of the projection 17 rearwardly will provide
a downwardly extending substantially rigid tab 49 dis-
posed at a lower height than the tabs 47 and 48. The
necks 50 and 51 of bottles 41 and 42 respectively, are
inserted through the apertures 44 and 45 in the flaps 25
and 28 and the neck 52 of the bottle 43 is inserted through
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the aperture 46 in the projection 17. As best shown in

Fig. 2, the downwardly extending tabs 47 and 48 will
engage the front surfaces of the bottles 41 and 42 and the
downwardly extending tab 49 will engage the front surface
of the bottle 43.

Upon installation of the display panel and anti-theft
device of this invention om the bottle necks described
above, it will be seen, that the bottle necks will be tightly
engaged by the side edges of the apertures in the flaps 25
and 28 and in the projection 46 in order to securely lock
the bottles together as a unit and that by reason of the
engagement of the tabs 47 and 48 and 49 with the vertical
surfaces of the bottles 41, 42 and 43, that the body portion
15 of the blank 10 will be securely supported in upright
position thereby presenting a pleasing and decorative
display of both the bottles and the display panel. It is
also to be noted, that the necks of the bottles are substan-
tially covered, as shown in Fig. 2, thereby leaving only
the bodies of the bottles visible which adds to the attrac-
tiveness of the display and further calls attention to the
labels on the bottles.

With particular reference to Fig. 4 of the drawing, there
is shown a modified form of the invention for accom-
modating bottles of three different sizes and capacity and
which may well comprise a flat substantially rectangular
blank 53 of suitable material, such as corrugated paper
board or the like and the blank 53 is provided with a top
edge 54, side edges 55 and 56 and a stepped bottom edge
57. The blank 53 is, in effect, divided into a body portion
58 which may have advertising indicia applied to the
front face thereof and a bottle neck engaging portion 59
adjacent the lower edge 57 of the blank 53.

Spaced cuts or cutting lines 69 and 61 are provided ia
the bottle engaging portion 59 of the blank 53 and these
cuts or cutting lines extend to the bottom edge 57. Also
provided in the blank 53 are fold lines 62, 63 and 64 and
these fold lines in conjunction with the cuts 60 and 61
provide rearwardly bendable flaps 65, 66 and 67. The
flaps 65, 66 and 67 are provided with slits 68, 69 and 79
respectively, or horseshoe configuration and, as shown
in Fig. 4, when the flaps 65, 66 and 67 arc folded rear-
wardly of the blank 53 along the fold lines 62, 63 and 64,
there will be provided downwardly extending substantially
rigid bottle engaging tabs 71, 72 and 73. ’

In Fig. 4 the modified form of the device is shown in
position on three bottles of different size and capacity
and for purposes of illustration only, there is shown a half-
pint bottle 74, a pint bottle 75 and a fifth or quart bottle
76. In use, it is only necessary to fold the flaps 65, 66
and 67 rearwardly along the fold lines 62, 63 and &4
and to position the neck 77 of the half-pint bottle 74 in the
opening provided by the slit 68 in the flap 65, to position
the neck 78 of the pint bottle 75 in the opening provided
by the slit 69 in the flap 66 and position the neck 79 of
the fifth or quart bottle 76 in the opening provided by the
slit 79 in the flap 67. In this position, the downwardly
extending tabs 71, 72 and 73 will engage the front sur-
faces of the bottles 74, 75 and 76 respectively, to suppoit
the blank or panel 53 in an upright position on the bottles
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in the same manner as described above, in connection
with the first form of the invention. -

It will be seen that by the above described invention
there has been provided a relatively simple, yet highly
effective bottle topper display panel and anti-theft device
and one which may be conveniently and economically
manufactured and utilized as advertising and display media
which will also effectively prevent theft of bottles from a
display and without detracting from the appearance
thereof.

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art that various
changes may be made in the invention without departing
from the spirit and scope thereof and therefore the inven-
tion is not limited by that which is shown in the drawing
and described in the specification, but only as indicated
in the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

A bottle topper display panel and anti-theft device for
use with a bottle display comprising three bottles disposed

-in a line with the two outside bottles of one height and

capacity and the intermediate bottle of a smaller height
and capacity, said display panel and anti-theft device
comprising a flat generally rectangular blank having top,
bottom and side edges and providing a body portion and
a bottle neck engaging portion adjacent said bottom edge,
indicia on said body portion, a centrally disposed substan-
tially rectangular projection extending from said bottom
edge, a slit of horseshoe configuration in said projection
with the ends of said slit terminating in alignment with
said bottom edge, fold lines between the ends of said slit
and the side edges of said projection in alignment with
said bottom edge, arcuate slits in said bottle neck engag-
ing portion extending inwardly of said blank from the
juncture of the side edges of said projection with said
bottom edge to provide side flaps, a slit of horseshoe con-
figuration in each flap, fold lines between the inner ends
of said last named slits and the inner ends of said arcuate
slits and fold lines between the other ends of said last
named horseshoe slits and the side edges of said blaunk
whereby upon folding said flaps rearwardly there will be
provided horizontally disposed apertures of horseshoe
configuration for disposition over the necks of said two
outside bottles and with downwardly extending tabs of
horseshoe configuration engaging the front surfaces of
such necks and upon folding said projection rearwardly
there will be provided a horizontally disposed aperture
of horseshoe configuration for disposition over the neck
of said smaller intermediate bottle and with a down-
wardly extending tab of horseshoe configuration engag-
ing the front surface of said intermediate bottle to sup-
port said panel in upright position and lock said bottles
together. .
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