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Description

[0001] This invention refers to a lock for a window or
door, of the type comprising a case housing a latch of
the lock, a rotatable follower provided with a housing for
a square pin for controlling the latch, and an automatic
return torsion spring of the rotatable follower when the
manual force actuating the control square pin is released.
[0002] An opening element generally includes a latch
that is extracted automatically from the case to the closed
position of the lock when the manual force actuating the
control square pin is released. A traditional lock of the
type disclosed above is in general suitable for being com-
bined with a handle by which said manual force is exert-
ed.
[0003] The torsion spring has rigidity that is suitable
for ensuring the return of the rotatable follower and con-
sequently of the control square pin and of the handle
when the weight of the handle that is installed varies.
[0004] A traditional lock of the type disclosed above is
however in general able to function correctly only if com-
bined with a handle.
[0005] A traditional lock of the type disclosed above
would hardly be compatible for combination with a panic
device.
[0006] In fact, the combination of the panic device,
which already has a return spring, with a lock of the type
disclosed above that has a further return spring can be
useless or even harmful because it leads to extremely
high manual opening forces being required that may not
conform to current regulations.
[0007] Lock manufacturers accordingly normally sup-
ply two different types of locks, one dedicated to being
combined with a handle and one dedicated to being com-
bined with a panic device.
[0008] This need to differentiate the supplies according
to the final application results in a series of drawbacks
of a logistical nature and of difficulties in managing stocks
and warehouse and order codes.
[0009] GB 2 323 626 A and EP 2 112 304 A2 show a
lock with mechanical adjusting means for adjusting the
preload of a torsion spring configured to transform a ro-
tational movement of a selector of the preload into a
translation movement of an operating element on the tor-
sion spring. This mechanical means can be rather bulky
as it envisages a linear movement of the operating ele-
ment on the torsion spring.
[0010] The technical task of the present invention is
therefore to realise a lock for a window or door that en-
ables the decried technical drawbacks of the prior art to
be eliminated.
[0011] Within the context of this technical task, an ob-
ject of the invention is to realise a lock for a window or
door with highly flexible use, adaptable for use in com-
bination with both a handle and with a panic handle.
[0012] Another aim of the invention is to realise a lock
for a window or door adaptable for use in combination
with both a handle and with a panic handle without having

to remove any component.
[0013] The technical task, as well as these and other
objects, according to the present invention are attained
by realising a lock for a window or door according to claim
1.
[0014] Advantageously, it is possible to set a preload
value of the torsion spring for use of the lock in combi-
nation with a handle, and a reduced preloading value of
the torsion spring for use of the lock in combination with
a panic device.
[0015] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, said
selector has two selection positions to which two oper-
ating positions of said second end of said torsion spring
correspond.
[0016] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, said
adjusting means has two configurations of stable equi-
librium at said two selection positions.
[0017] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, said
selector is accessible through a window of said case to
perform the selection.
[0018] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, said
selector has a selection notch.
[0019] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, a
label is provided on the case showing two graphic repro-
ductions of said selector in the two selection positions.
[0020] The lock is suitable for use with a handle or with
a panic device by a simple adjustment that does not re-
quires dismantling or removal of any component.
[0021] The adjustment is advantageously reversible
because the movement of the kinematic chain formed by
the selector and by the movement element is reversible.
[0022] The lock can thus be used in two different con-
texts and the installer is free to choose to adopt the lock
configuration that the occasion requires.
[0023] As said, in the case of a combination of the lock
with a handle, the installer selects the selection position
to which the greater preload corresponds, whereas in the
case of a combination of the lock with a panic handle
device the installer selects the selection position to which
the lesser preload corresponds.
[0024] Other features of the present invention are de-
fined, moreover, in the subsequent claims.
[0025] Further features and advantages of the inven-
tion will become more apparent from the description of
a preferred, but not exclusive, embodiment of the lock
for a window or door, according to the invention, which
is illustrated by way of approximate and thus non-limiting
example in the appended drawings, in which:

figure 1 shows a side elevation view of the lock;
figure 2 shows an exploded view of the main com-
ponents of the lock;
figure 3 shows a side elevation view of the lock with
the selector in the first selection position in which the
adjusting means adopts the first stable equilibrium
configuration;
figure 4 shows a side elevation view of the lock with
the selector in an intermediate selection position be-
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tween the first selection position and the second se-
lection position in which the adjusting means does
not adopt a stable equilibrium configuration;
figure 5 shows a side elevation view of the lock with
the selector in the second selection position in which
the adjusting means adopts the second stable equi-
librium configuration;
figures 6, 7 and 8 highlight the system of forces that
causes the two configurations of stable equilibrium
when the selector is actuated.

[0026] With reference to the cited figures, a lock is
shown having two distinct opening elements, i.e. latch
and a bolt, but the invention extends to locks for windows
and doors provided with only a latch.
[0027] In a known manner, the lock has a case 1 that
houses the latch 4 and the bolt 2.
[0028] The bolt 2 is actuatable by a cylinder 3 having
a stator 3A and a rotor 3B provided with a slit 10 for
inserting a key (not shown).
[0029] The case 1 is formed by two parallel flat sides
5, a bottom 6, a base 7 and a cap 8.
[0030] The case 1 is closed frontally by a plate 9 having
suitable openings for extracting and retracting the bolt 2
and the latch 4.
[0031] Inside the case 1, there is a fixed support 12
and a rotatable follower 11 provided with a housing 13
for a square pin (not shown) for controlling retraction of
the latch 4 into the case 1 to an opening position of the
lock.
[0032] The rotatable follower 11 is rotatable reversibly
between a first limit stop 34 corresponding to the closed
position of the lock closed by the latch 4 in which the latch
4 is protracted from the case 1 and a second limit stop
35 corresponding to the opening position of the lock
opened by the latch 4.
[0033] The limit stop 34 of the rotatable follower 11 is
obtained on the fixed support 12.
[0034] The limit stop 35 of the rotatable follower 11 is
obtained on the case 1.
[0035] Inside the case 1, there is also an automatic
return torsion spring 14 of the rotatable follower 11. The
torsion spring 14 has a first end 14A rigidly coupled in
rotation with the rotatable follower 11 and a second end
14B.
[0036] The first end 14A of the spring 14 is formed by
a spring 14 section turned towards the inside of the cy-
lindrical generatrices of the coils of the spring 14, where-
as the second end 14B of the spring 14 is formed by a
section turned to the outside of the cylindrical genera-
trices of the coils of the spring 14.
[0037] The spring 14 surrounds a protrusion 16 of the
rotatable follower 11 in which the housing 13 is obtained.
[0038] The protrusion 16 of the rotatable follower 11
has a split 17 in which the first end 14A of the spring 14
is engaged.
[0039] The lock features mechanical adjusting means
of the preload of the torsion spring 14 acting on the sec-

ond end 14B of the torsion spring 14.
[0040] The mechanical adjusting means comprises a
movement element 18 of the operating position of the
second end 14A of the spring 14.
[0041] The movement element 18 is fitted rotatably in
the case 1.
[0042] The movement element 18 has a rotation move-
ment receiving cam 19 and a movement cam 20 of the
second end 14A of the spring 14 4.
[0043] The mechanical adjusting means also compris-
es a suitable selector 22 interacting with the movement
receiving cam 19 to move the movement element 18.
[0044] The selector 22 has two selection positions to
which two different positions of the second end 14A of
the spring 14 4 correspond and consequently two differ-
ent preload values of the spring 14 4.
[0045] Advantageously, the mechanical adjusting
means has two different configurations of stable equilib-
rium at the two selection positions of the selector 22.
[0046] Also the selector 22 is fitted rotatably in the case
1.
[0047] The selector 22 is nevertheless accessible
through a window 23 of the case 1 to perform the selec-
tion.
[0048] The selector 22 has a selection notch 24 that is
engageable by a tool that is accessible through the win-
dow 23 of the case 1.
[0049] For example, the selection can be made using
the tip of a screwdriver.
[0050] The movement element 18 and the selector 22
are rotatable around respective fixed rotation axes 25,
26 parallel to the fixed rotation axis 27 of the rotatable
follower 11.
[0051] Such rotation axes 25, 26, 27 are orthogonal to
the flat sides 5 of the case 1.
[0052] The selector 22 has in particular a movement
transfer cam 28 transferring movement to the movement
receiving cam 19, and a first and a second plane 29, 30
that are mutually tilted and selectively engageable
against an abutment plane 31 formed on the support 12.
[0053] The abutment plane 31 defines a first rotation
limit stop of the selector 22 when it engages the first plane
29 of the selector 22 at the first stable equilibrium con-
figuration of the mechanical adjusting means and a sec-
ond rotation limit stop of the selector 22 when it engages
the second plane 30 of the selector 22 at the second
stable equilibrium configuration of the mechanical adjust-
ing means.
[0054] In the first stable equilibrium configuration of the
mechanical adjusting means the movement element 18
is positioned against a limit stop 32 formed on the fixed
support 12.
[0055] In order to understand better the bistability of
the equilibrium of the mechanical adjusting means, fig-
ures 6, 7 and 8 can be referred to.
[0056] If the selector 22 is rotated slightly anticlockwise
from the first selection position illustrated in figure 3 to
the second selection position, as illustrated in figure 6,
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the movement cam 20 pushes onto the second end 14B
of the spring 14, moving the spring 14 away angularly
from the first end 14A.
[0057] The second end 14B of the spring 14 reacts on
the movement element 18 with a force "Fm" with arm "a"
relative to the rotation axis 25 of the movement element
18, and the thus urged movement element 18 in turn
exerts on the selector 22 a force "Fb" with arm "b" relative
to the rotation axis 26 of the selector 22.
[0058] This force "Fb" generates torque that tends to
rotate the selector 22 clockwise to the original selection
position.
[0059] Figure 7 shows that as the rotation of the selec-
tor 22 increases from the first selection position, the arm
"b" of the force "Fb" decreases.
[0060] The force "Fb" nevertheless also generates
torque in the situation illustrated in figure 7, which torque
tends to rotate the selector 22, still in a clockwise direc-
tion, to the original selection position.
[0061] If, lastly, the selector 22 is rotated more signif-
icantly from the first selection position illustrated in figure
3 to the second selection position, as illustrated in figure
8, the second end 14B of the spring 14 reacts on the
movement element 18 with a force "Fm" with arm "a"
relative to the rotation axis 25 of the movement element
18, and the thus urged movement element 18 exerts in
turn on the selector 22 a force "Fb" with arm "b" relative
to the rotation axis 26 of the selector 22, but this time this
force "Fb" generates torque that tends to rotate the se-
lector 22 in an opposite direction to the cases illustrated
above.
[0062] The selector 22 then rotates to the second se-
lection position because this time, compared to the cases
illustrated above, the rotation of the selector 22 is suffi-
ciently great to make the application direction of the force
"Fb" travel through the rotation axis 26 of the selector 22.
[0063] The second end 14B of the spring 14 then,
through actuation of the selector 22, can be positioned
stably only in the two operating positions.
[0064] A label 33 is applied to the case 1, the label 33
showing two graphic reproductions 33A and 33B of the
selector 22 in the two selection positions.
[0065] In the illustrated example, the label 33 is stag-
gered from the selector 22.
[0066] Nevertheless, the lock can be provided with the
selector 22 in a default selection position, for example
the first selection position, on which the approved graphic
reproduction 33A, 33B of the selector 22 is superim-
posed.
[0067] In this case, for switching from the first to the
second selection position, the installer necessarily has
to bore the label 33 with the tip of the screwdriver.
[0068] However, it needs to be made clear, also from
the visual point of view, that the default selection has
been deliberately modified.
[0069] The lock as conceived herein is susceptible to
many modifications and variations, all falling within the
scope of the invention as defined by the appended

claims.
[0070] In practice, the materials used, as well as the
dimensions, can be any depending on the needs and the
state of the art.

Claims

1. A lock for a window or door, comprising a case (1)
and inside said case (1) a fixed support (12), a latch
(4) that is extractable from the case (1) to a lock
closing position, a rotatable follower (11) that is pro-
vided with a housing (13) for a square pin for con-
trolling retraction of the latch (4) into the case (1) to
an opening position of the lock, an automatic return
torsion spring (14) of the rotatable follower (11), said
torsion spring (14) having a first end (14A) rigidly
coupled in rotation with said rotatable follower (11)
and a second end (14B), there being further provided
mechanical adjusting means of the preload of said
torsion spring (14) acting on said second end (14B)
of said torsion spring (14), characterised in that
said mechanical adjusting means comprises a
movement element (18) of the operating position of
said second end (14B) of said torsion spring (14),
said movement element (18) having a rotation move-
ment receiving cam (19) and a movement cam (20)
of said second end (14B) of said torsion spring (14),
said mechanical adjusting means further comprising
a selector (22) interacting with said movement re-
ceiving cam (19) to move said movement element
(18), said movement element (18) and said selector
(22) being rotatable around respective fixed rotation
axes (25, 26) parallel to a fixed rotation axis (27) of
said rotatable follower (11).

2. The lock for a window or door according to any pre-
ceding claim, characterised in that said spring (14)
surrounds a protrusion (16) of the rotatable follower
(11) in which said housing (13) is obtained.

3. A lock for a window or door according to any preced-
ing claim, characterised in that said selector (22)
has two selection positions to which two operating
positions of said second end (14B) of said torsion
spring (14) correspond.

4. The lock for a window or door according to the pre-
ceding claim, characterised in that said adjusting
means has two configurations of stable equilibrium
at said two selection positions.

5. A lock for a window or door according to any preced-
ing claim, characterised in that said selector (22)
is accessible through a window (23) of said case (1)
to perform the selection.

6. The lock for a window or door according to the pre-

5 6 



EP 4 257 786 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ceding claim, characterised in that said selector
(22) has a selection notch (24).

7. The lock for a window or door according to the pre-
ceding claim, characterised in that it has on the
case (1) a label (33) showing two graphic reproduc-
tions (33A, 33B) of said selector (22) in said two se-
lection positions.

8. A window or door with a handle, characterised in
that it comprises a lock compliant with any preceding
claim.

9. A window or door with a panic handle, characterised
in that it comprises a lock compliant with any one of
claims 1 to 7.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Schloss für ein Fenster oder eine Tür, bestehend
aus einem Gehäuse (1) und innerhalb des Gehäuses
(1) einer festen Stütze (12), einer Riegel (4), der aus
dem Gehäuse (1) in eine Schließposition des
Schlosses herausziehbar ist, einem drehbaren Mit-
nehmer (11), der mit einer Aufnahme (13) für einen
Vierkantstift zum Steuern des Zurückziehens des
Riegels (4) in das Gehäuse (1) in eine Öffnungspo-
sition des Schlosses versehen ist, einer automati-
schen Rückstell-Torsionsfeder (14) des drehbaren
Mitnehmers (11), wobei die Torsionsfeder (14) ein
erstes Ende (14A) aufweist, das drehfest mit dem
drehbaren Mitnehmer (11) verbunden ist, und ein
zweites Ende (14B), wobei weiterhin mechanische
Einstellmittel der Vorspannung der Torsionsfeder
(14) vorgesehen sind, die auf das zweite Ende (14B)
der Torsionsfeder (14) einwirken, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die mechanischen Einstellmittel ein
Bewegungselement (18) der Betriebsposition des
zweiten Endes (14B) der Torsionsfeder (14) umfas-
sen, wobei das Bewegungselement (18) eine Dreh-
bewegungsaufnahme-Nocke (19) und eine Bewe-
gungnocke (20) des zweiten Endes (14B) der Torsi-
onsfeder (14) aufweist, wobei die mechanischen
Einstellmittel ferner einen Selektor (22) umfassen,
der mit der Drehbewegungsaufnahme-Nocke (19)
interagiert, um das Bewegungselement (18) zu be-
wegen, wobei das Bewegungselement (18) und der
Selektor (22) um jeweilige feste Drehachsen (25, 26)
drehbar sind, die parallel zu einer festen Drehachse
(27) des drehbaren Mitnehmers (11) verlaufen.

2. Das Schloss für ein Fenster oder eine Tür nach ei-
nem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die Feder (14) eine Ausstül-
pung (16) des drehbaren Mitnehmers (11) umgibt,
in der die Aufnahme (13) eingebracht ist.

3. Ein Schloss für ein Fenster oder eine Tür nach einem
der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der Selektor (22) zwei Auswahlpo-
sitionen hat, denen zwei Betriebspositionen des
zweiten Endes (14B) der Torsionsfeder (14) entspre-
chen.

4. Das Schloss für ein Fenster oder eine Tür nach dem
vorhergehenden Anspruch, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Einstellmittel zwei stabile Gleichge-
wichtskonfigurationen in den beiden Auswahlpositi-
onen aufweisen.

5. Ein Schloss für ein Fenster oder eine Tür nach einem
der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der Selektor (22) durch ein Fenster
(23) des Gehäuses (1) zugänglich ist, um die Aus-
wahl durchzuführen.

6. Das Schloss für ein Fenster oder eine Tür nach dem
vorhergehenden Anspruch, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass der Selektor (22) eine Auswahlnut (24)
hat.

7. Das Schloss für ein Fenster oder eine Tür nach dem
vorhergehenden Anspruch, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass es auf dem Gehäuse (1) ein Etikett (33)
hat, das zwei grafische Darstellungen (33A, 33B)
des Selektors (22) in den beiden Auswahlpositionen
zeigt.

8. Ein Fenster oder eine Tür mit einem Griff, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass es ein Schloss gemäß ei-
nem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche umfasst.

9. Ein Fenster oder eine Tür mit einem Panikgriff, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass es ein Schloss ge-
mäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7 umfasst.

Revendications

1. Une serrure pour une fenêtre ou une porte, compre-
nant un boîtier (1) et à l’intérieur dudit boîtier (1) un
support fixe (12), un loquet (4) qui est extractible du
boîtier (1) à une position de fermeture de la serrure,
un suiveur rotatif (11) qui est équipé d’un logement
(13) pour une broche carrée permettant de contrôler
la rétraction du loquet (4) dans le boîtier (1) à une
position d’ouverture de la serrure, un ressort de tor-
sion de retour automatique (14) du suiveur rotatif
(11), ledit ressort de torsion (14) ayant une première
extrémité (14A) rigidement couplée en rotation avec
ledit suiveur rotatif (11) et une seconde extrémité
(14B), des moyens mécaniques de réglage de la pré-
charge dudit ressort de torsion (14) agissant sur la-
dite seconde extrémité (14B) dudit ressort de torsion
(14) étant en outre prévus, caractérisée en ce que
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lesdits moyens mécaniques de réglage compren-
nent un élément de mouvement (18) de la position
de fonctionnement de ladite seconde extrémité
(14B) dudit ressort de torsion (14), ledit élément de
mouvement (18) ayant une came de réception de
mouvement de rotation (19) et une came de mouve-
ment (20) de ladite seconde extrémité (14B) dudit
ressort de torsion (14), lesdits moyens mécaniques
de réglage comprenant en outre un sélecteur (22)
interagissant avec ladite came de réception de mou-
vement (19) pour déplacer ledit élément de mouve-
ment (18), ledit élément de mouvement (18) et ledit
sélecteur (22) étant rotatifs autour de leurs axes de
rotation fixes respectifs (25, 26) parallèles à un axe
de rotation fixe (27) dudit suiveur rotatif (11).

2. La serrure pour une fenêtre ou une porte selon l’une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, carac-
térisée en ce que ledit ressort (14) entoure une
saillie (16) du suiveur rotatif (11) dans lequel ledit
logement (13) est obtenu.

3. Une serrure pour une fenêtre ou une porte selon
l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes,
caractérisée en ce que ledit sélecteur (22) a deux
positions de sélection auxquelles correspondent
deux positions de fonctionnement de ladite seconde
extrémité (14B) dudit ressort de torsion (14).

4. La serrure pour une fenêtre ou une porte selon la
revendication précédente, caractérisée en ce que
ledit moyen de réglage a deux configurations d’équi-
libre stable à ces deux positions de sélection.

5. Une serrure pour une fenêtre ou une porte selon
l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes,
caractérisée en ce que ledit sélecteur (22) est ac-
cessible par une fenêtre (23) dudit boîtier (1) pour
effectuer la sélection.

6. La serrure pour une fenêtre ou une porte selon la
revendication précédente, caractérisée en ce que
ledit sélecteur (22) a une encoche de sélection (24).

7. La serrure pour une fenêtre ou une porte selon la
revendication précédente, caractérisée en ce
qu’elle comporte sur le boîtier (1) une étiquette (33)
montrant deux reproductions graphiques (33A, 33B)
dudit sélecteur (22) dans lesdites deux positions de
sélection.

8. Une fenêtre ou une porte avec une poignée, carac-
térisée en ce qu’elle comprend une serrure confor-
me à l’une quelconque des revendications précé-
dentes.

9. Une fenêtre ou une porte avec une poignée anti-
panique, caractérisée en ce qu’elle comprend une

serrure conforme à l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 à 7.
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