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ceased 
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5 Claims. 

This invention relates to garments for women. 
It has for its object to provide a garment such as 
a brassiere, corset or the like which will give better 
and more natural support to the bust with a 
greater degree of comfort than is obtainable with 
Such garnents as heretofore constructed, and 
which will eliminate any tendency to impair the 
health because of improper support. 
A further feature of the invention is to provide 

a Snug fit beneath the bust to prevent the garment 
from working upward, and also to provide a snug 
fit at the sides so as to prevent the gaping of the 
upper edge of the brassiere away from the body. 
Another object of the invention is to cause the 

garment to hug the body tightly in the center at 
the front So as to give emphasis to the natural 
feminine figure. r 
The invention also aims to confine the flesh 

at the sides of the bust and to improve the bust 
line of unsymmetrical figures. 

In most garments of this kind as heretofore 
made, the breasts were confined within pockets 
in the garments by the tension of the body-en 
circling portion of the garment and by shoulder 
straps attached to the upper edge of the garment 
over the centers of the pockets. By means of the 
construction of the present invention the tight 
drawing over the fronts of the breasts which is 
unavoidable with garments constructed as above 
mentioned, is eliminated, and yet the desired 'up 
lift or supporting and lifting of the breasts from 
beneath is obtained. 
Attempts have been made heretofore to make 

such garments more comfortable by providing 
an inner Section which is free and disconnected 
from the main or band portion of the brassiere 
except at selected points of connection therewith, 
this inner Section forming so-called bust sup 
porting and receiving “pouches'. The upper 
edges of these pouches, however, had a tendency 
to produce a sharp line of pressure underneath the 
breasts which tended to make the garments un 
confortable. This difficulty is entirely overcome 
by the construction of the present invention. 

In other previous efforts to render these gar 
ments more acceptable the material forming the 
pockets was reinforced or stiffened with the in 
tention that the pull of the shoulder straps ex 
tending upWardly centrally of the breasts would 
be prevented from drawing tightly over the front. 
The desired comfort, however, cannot be secured 
in a garnent of this sort where the material in 
direct contact with the breasts is provided with 
stiffening nearls. 
The invention will be better understood by con 

(C. 2-42) 
sidering the accompanying drawings which illus 
trate, by way of example two embodiments of the 
invention, 

In these drawings: 
Fig. 1 is an inner or rear view of the improved 

brassiere; 
Fig. 2 is an outer or front view; m 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the gar 

ment as it is worn; 
Fig. 4 is a detailed view of a portion of the gar 

ment intended to illustrate the action thereof in 
Supporting and lifting the breast; 

Fig. 5 is a Sectional view taken on line 5-5 of 
Fig. 3; and 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig.2 showing a modi 
fication. 

Referring now to these drawings, the brassière 
comprises a band f, adapted to encircle the body 
in the region of the bust, together with shoulder 
straps 2 and 3 and suitable connections between 
the ends of these straps and the band portion. 
The band portion f consists of two front sections 
4 and 5 and two side sections 6 and , these latter 
extending around the body and partially across 
the back, as is customary in garments of this 
kind, The garment is held in place by fasteners 
8, connected together by an elastic extension 9 
being inserted to make the garment fit snugly. 
The portions 4, 5, 6 and 7 are made of soft, 

pliable fabric but which has comparatively little 
'give' or stretch. The front Sections 4 and 5 are 
Stitched together along a vertical Seam O and to 
the side sections 6 and 7 respectively by means of 
seams f and 2. These seams are preferably 
covered with Suitable tape in the usual manner, 
as well as the seam 3 which extends along the 
bottom of the garment. 
The front sections 4 and 5 are given shape as 

desired by means of darts f4 in order to embrace 
the lower portions of the breasts of the wearer. 
The upper portions 5 are preferably made of a 
light material Such as net or lace and may be 
pointed at the top in the usual manner. 
The shoulder straps 2 and 3 are made of rela 

tively inelastic material such as ribbon but may be 
provided with elastic inserts 6, preferably at 
the back. 
The front ends of the shoulder straps, instead 

of being attached to the tops of the net portions 
5, in such a manner that the support given by 

the straps to the breasts would produce tension 
OVer the fronts of the breasts, are attached to the 
front Sections 4 and 5 at the sides of each sec 
tion, by means of angular straps and f. 
These side straps f, and 8 are of relatively in 
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the wearer bends or twists sidewise. 
s 

2 
extensible material similar to that of the shoulder 
straps. The upper portions 5 are held up by 
means of elastic connections 9 between the 
shoulder. StrapS and the upper edges of these 
upper portions. Upper portions f serve more as 
mere coverings for the upper portions of the 
breasts than as confining means, and the elastic 
connections are merely to hold these cover por 
tions in place. 

Side straps and 8 are preferably con 
nected to the shoulder straps in such a manner 
as to at least partially equalize the tension in 
the two straps and permit of lateral shifting as 

Thus, for 
example, the straps f, and 8 may conveniently 
be made of a single piece of ribbon material 
sewed at their ends to the upper edges of the 
front sections 4 and 5 with the central portion 
passing through a slide member 20 secured to 
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the end of the shoulder strap. r 
When the garment is in position on the body 

of the wearer the seam 3 encircles the body just 
below the bust line, and the front sections 4 and 
5 extend upwardly beneath the breasts from this 
seam to approximately the horizontal center line 
of the bust, as may be seen in Figs, 3 and 5. The 
centers of the upper edges of sections 4 and 5 are 
located just below the centers of the breasts 
while at the sides thereof these edges may be 
and are preferably somewhat higher. These 
sections 4 and 5 under the tension of the seam 
3 and the side straps 7 and 8 consequently 
form a sort of soft Cradle extending beneath the 
breasts, Within and upon the upper surface of 
which the lower portion of each breast rests. 
When the garment is put in place, therefore, by 
the wearer, the breasts are not only lifted to a 
uniform elevation, but also the flesh at the 
base of the breasts, particularly on the lower 
sides thereof, is urged outwardly filling the outer 
portion of the cradle-like members 4 and 5 and 
being lifted into light contact with the upper 
portions 5. 
This is illustrated in the drawings in Fig. 4, 

where the dotted and somewhat circular line 
indicates the approximate outline of the breast 
(viewed from the front) before the garment is 
applied, and the smaller dotted approximately 
Circular line indicates the location of the base 
of the bust after the garment is in position. The 
positions of the side straps and 8, before the 
garment is secured on the body of the wearer, 
are shown in dotted lines, and the positions which 
these straps assume after positioning the gar 
ment are shown in full lines. The arrows also 
indicate that as tension is applied to the side 
straps 7 and 8 during the application of the 
garment to the body of the Wearer, the lower ends 
of these straps Swing toward one another show 
ing that the lifting of the flesh into position to 
fill the outer portion of the recesses formed by 
the front supporting sections 4 and 5 and the 
cover section 5 causes the base of the breast 
to be reduced in diameter. A drooping figure is 
thereby moulded to accomplish the desired 
youthful bust line. 
The lifting of the breasts, however, by the 

shoulder straps 2 and 3 is accomplished by means 
of these side straps 7 and 8 which extend 
around well to the sides of the breasts, as may 
be seen in Fig. 3, SO that these straps have very 
itle curvature in the front direction and Conse 
quently do not press undesirably against the 
body of the wearer. From Fig. 3 it will be seen 
that these straps and 8 are very nearly 

a, 186,094 
straight when in actual position when the gar 
ment is in place. Furthermore, this lifting action 
of the straps 7 and 8 is entirely independent 
of the upper or cover portion 5. The amount 
of pressure exerted by these cover portions f 
Over the fronts and upper portions of the breasts 
is controlled by the length and stretchability 
characteristics of the elastic connections 9. 
Hence the garment can be readily constructed 
to provide any desired degree of looseness or 
firmness of the upper cover portions 5. 

Referring now to Fig. 6 of the drawings, there 
is here illustrated a modified form of my im 
proved garment which is similar in construction 
to the garment above described, except in one 
respect, namely, in the form of extensible con 
nection between the shoulder straps and the 
upper or cover portions 5. Instead of providing 
an elastic connection such as the connection 9 
shown in the previous figures, the garment of Fig. 
6 has a connection 2 which is adjustable in 
length. This may be arranged in any convenient 
manner, but I have shown a strip of tape, or 
ribbon material, 22 secured to the shoulder strap 
2 at the rear of slide 20, the lower end of this 
strip passing through an eye 23 attached to the 
point of the cover portion 5 and the strip ter 
minating in a slide 24 which may be moved up 
and down on the strap in a well known manner. 
When the extensible connection takes this form 

the strip 22 may be of inelastic material, and 
the cover members 5 may be adjusted to a com 
fortable position by adjustment of the slide 24, 
This adjustment is independent of the support 
of the front sections 4 and 5 by the side straps 

and 8. An adjustable elastic connection may, 
of course, be employed if desired, by making the 
strip 22 of elastic webbing. 
The brassière of the present invention might 

be called a bandeau for stout women, since the 
garment is constructed as is the ordinary ban 
deau which is intended for the more slender or 
youthful figures. The support of the lower por 
tions of the bandeau beneath the breasts by 
means of the side straps 7 and 8, however, in 
dependently of the support of the cover portions 
5 enables the bandeau to be successfully and 

comfortably worn by large persons. 
I claim: 
1. In a garment of the class described, a band 

of Soft flexible material adapted to encircle the 
bust having a pair of outwardly-extending, gen 
erally-conical recesses at the front to receive the 
breasts, each of said recesses including a lower 
breast-supporting portion and an upper cover 
portion, shoulder straps extending upwardly cen 
trally of the recesses and connecting means for 
each shoulder strap comprising a pair of side 
straps secured at their lower ends to the band at 
the sides of the recesses at places substantially in 
horizontal alignment with the centers thereof, 
said straps having their upper ends secured to 
the shoulder strap, and an extensible connection 
between the upper portion of the band and the 
shoulder strap, whereby the side straps are caused 
to support the lower portion of the band beneath 
each breast thereby lifting the breasts and at the 
same time drawing then inwardly at the sides 
and causing them to conform to the shape of the 
recesses without applying tension over the front 
of the breasts. 

2. In a garment of the class described, a band 
adapted to encircle the bust having a pair of 
outwardly-extending, generally-conical breast 
receiving sections each comprising a cradle por 

O 

s 

70 

s 



0 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

2,185,094 
tion and a cover portion, a pair of shoulder 
straps, and means for connecting the front end 
of each shoulder strap to one of the cradle por 
tions comprising a pair of side straps secured at 
their lower ends to the sides of the cradle portion 
at places substantially in horizontal alignment 
with the centers of said breast-receiving sections, 
Said straps having their upper ends secured to 
the shoulder strap, and an extensible connection 
between the upper part of each cover portion and 
its shoulder strap, whereby the side straps and 
cradle are caused to support the breasts at the 
same time pulling them each inwardly at each 
side thereby causing them to conform to the 
shape of the breast receiving sections without 
applying tension over the front of the breasts. 

3. In a garment of the class described, a band 
of soft flexible material adapted to encircle the 
bust having a pair of outwardly-extending, gen 
erally-conical recesses at the front to receive the 
breasts, each of said recesses including a lower 
breast-Supporting portion and an upper cover 
portion, shoulder straps extending upwardly 
centrally of the recesses and connecting means 
for each shoulder strap comprising a pair of 
substantially inelastic side straps secured at 
their lower ends to the band at the horizontal 
sides of the recesses and having their upper ends 
secured to the shoulder strap, and an adjustable 
connection between the upper portion of the 
band and the shoulder strap, whereby the side 
straps are caused to support the lower portion 
of the band beneath each breast thereby lifting 
the breasts and at the same time drawing them 
inwardly at the sides and causing them to con 
form to the shape of the recesses. Without apply 
ing tension over the front of the breasts. 

4. A garment of the class described comprising 
a band adapted to encircle the bust having a 
pair of breast-receiving sections, a pair of shoul 
der straps, a pair of substantially inelastic con 
necting straps Secured at their lower ends to 

3 
the horizontal sides of each breast-receiving sec 
tion and extending upwardly and attached to 
one of the shoulder straps, and an elastic con 
nection between the upper portion of each 
breast-receiving section and its shoulder strap 
whereby the side straps will support the lower 
portion of the band beneath each breast and 
thereby lift the breasts and at the same time 
draw them inwardly at the sides and cause them 
to conform to the shape of the recesses without 
applying tension over the front of the breasts, 
and the elastic connections will hold the upper 
portion of the breast-receiving sections Over the 
breasts without applying appreciable pressure 
against the breasts. 
. 5. A garment of the class described comprising 
a band to encircle the bust having a pair of 
breast-receiving sections, a pair of shoulder 
straps whose back ends are attached to the 
bands, and means for connecting the front por 
tion of each shoulder strap to one of Said sections 
comprising a pair of substantially inelastic side 
straps secured at their lower ends to the horizon 
tal sides of each breast-receiving section and 
extending obliquely upwardly and having a slid 
able equalizing connection for attaching their 
upper ends to the forward portion of their shoul 
der strap, and an elastic connection between the 
upper portion of each breast-receiving section 
and its shoulder strap, whereby the side straps 
will support the lower portion of the band be 
neath each breast and thereby lift the breasts 
and at the same time draw them inwardly at 
the sides and cause them to conform to the shape 
of the recesses without applying tension over the 
front of the breasts, and the elastic connections 
will hold the upper portion of the breast-receiv 
ing sections over the breasts without applying 
appreciable pressure against the breasts. 
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