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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PETER LOUDENBURG, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Mo 
dena, in the county of Stark and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a new and useful Wire 
Stretcher, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to a wire-stretcher de signed especially for stretching fence wires, 

and the objects in view are to provide im 
proved means for attaching the stretching 
frame to the post, and to provide simple and 
effective clamping devices to secure the wire 
which is being stretched. 
Further objects and advantages...of my in 

vention will appear in the following descrip 
tion and the novel features thereof will be 
particularly pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a device embodying my invention ap plied in the operative position to a fence. 
Fig. 2 is a side view partly broken away of 
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the same. Fig. 3 is a perspective view show 
ing the parts adjusted to dispose the wire 
upon the opposite side of the posts. Fig. 4 is 
a detail view in perspective of the wire-hold 
ing device. Fig. 5 is a detail view in plan of 
the clamp. Fig. 6 is a detail view of the con 
nection between the bar and the locking de 
WICe. - 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the draw 
ings. 
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So 

1 designates a post to which my improved 
stretcher is applied and 2 the fence wire which 
is to be stretched thereby. 
The stretcher comprises essentially the bars 

3 and 4, respectively, the bar 3 being pro 
vided with keepers 5 in which slides the bar 
4. The bar or member 3 is recessed as shown 
at 6 and in the side walls of this recess are 
formed bearings in which is mounted the 
transverse spindle 7. This spindle carries a 
spur-wheel 8 which engages the toothed lower 
edge of the bar or member 4 whereby the lat 
ter may be fed in either direction by the ro 
tation of said spindle. 
The recess 6 which is above described as 

being formed in the bar or member 3 is pref. 
erably provided by dividing said bar or mem 
ber and separating the adjacentends to form 
a casing in which the spur-wheel is arranged. position shown in Fig. 1 the wire is clamped 

The parts 3 and 3 thus formed are con 
nected by the parallel cheeks 9 which depend 
at their lower edges below the lower edge of 
the bar or member 3. These depending edges 
of the cheeks 9 are provided with transversely 
registering perforations 10. In these perfo 
rations is arranged a transverse pivot pin 11 
upon which is mounted the pawl 12. 
The bar or member 3 is provided at the end 

opposite to that in which is arranged the spur 
wheel with transverse perforations 13 in one 
of which is arranged a pin 14 and in the other 
of which is arranged a bolt 15 provided with 
an adjusting nut 16. This bolt is provided 
at the opposite end from the adjusting nut 
with a notch 17, and 18 represents a chain 
which is fixed at one end to the stud 14 and 
is looped at the other end in the notch 17. 
This construction forms a clamp to embrace 
the post and it will be understood that by 
manipulating the adjusting nut, any desired 
tension of the chain may be attained. It will 
be obvious furthermore that the stud and the 
bolt may be reversed in position with rela 
tion to the bar or member 3 in order to ar 
range the clamp upon the opposite side there 
of, as shown in Fig. 3. 

19 represents a stay-rod which is looped at 
one end and engaged in an eye. 20 upon one 
side of the bar or member 3, the upper end 
of said stay-rod being provided with a lateral 
engaging point or spur 21 which is adapted 
to be driven into the side of the post. Du 
plicate eyes 20 are arranged upon opposite 
sides of the bar or member 3 to permit of the 
reversal of the stay-rod as shown in Fig. 3. 
The bar or member 4 is provided at opposite 
ends with wire locking devices which are 
similar in construction and therefore it will 
be necessary to describe only one in this Con 
nection. 
sentially a cam lever 22 which is fulcrumed 
to a vertically disposed web 23, the cam head 
24 being bifurcated or split to fit over said 
web and the transverse pivot 25 being passed 
through registering perforations in the cam 
head and web. Integral with the cam head 
and spaced apart at sufficient distance to re 
ceive the bar or member 4 between their in 
ner or opposing faces are the depending ears 
26. When the cams are turned down in the 
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Said locking device comprises es 
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against the upper surface of the bar or mem 
ber 4 and when the cam is loosened or raised 
to permit of adjustment of the parts the wire 
is held from being displaced laterally by the 
depending ears 26. 

In Fig. 1 the parts are shown in the posi 
tion which they assume before the stretching 
operation is begun, and the dart indicates the 
direction of movement of the upper or mov 
able member of the device. When said up 
per member has been moved in the direction 
indicated by the dart sufficiently to bring the 
elevated locking device beyond the post, the 
wire will be arranged close to the surface 
of the post in position to be secured by means 
of a staple. It will be understood that the 
elevation of one of the locking devices en 
ables the wire to be secured to the post by 
the engagement there with, between the lock 
ing devices, of a suitable staple 27, and en 
ables such staple to be driven conveniently 
without injury to the stretcher. 

In Fig. 3 the parts are shown in the posi 
tion which they assume after the stretching 
operation has been completed, the dart indi 
cating the direction of movement of the up 
per member; and the stay-rod being arranged 
upon the opposite side of the device from that 
shown in Fig. 1. 

Various changes in the form, proportion, 
and the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to without departing from the prin 
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of 
this invention. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is 

1. In a wire stretcher, the combination with 
relatively adjustable bars or members one of 
which is provided with wire engaging devices, 
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and operating connections between said bar's 4o 
or members, of a clamping device having a 
flexible chain secured at one end to a bar Or 
member, a bolt connected to the other end 
of said chain and fitted in an opening in the 
bar, and an adjusting nut threaded upon Such 
bolt, substantially as specified. 

2. In a wire stretcher, the combination with 
relatively adjustable bars or members and 
operating connections between said bars or 
members, of wire holding devices comprising 
stationary vertical webs and bifurcated cam 
levers fulcrumed to such webs and provided 
with depending ears to prevent lateral deflec 
tion or displacement of the wire, substantially 
as specified. 

3. In a wire stretcher, the combination of 
bars or members 3 and 4, the latter being pro 
vided with wire holding devices, and reversi 
ble operating connections between such bars 
or members whereby they may be operated 
in either direction, of a clamping device se 
cured to the bar or member 3 and comprising 
a stud, an adjusting bolt and a chain connect 
ing said stud and bolt, such stud and bolt 
being reversible to arrange the clamp upon 
either side of the bar or member, a stay-rod 
provided with a spur to engage a fence post 
and means whereby the other end of said 
stay-rod may be attached to either side of the 
bar or member 3, substantially as specified. 7 o 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

PETER LOUDENBURG. 
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Witnesses: 
ANTHONY LOUDENBURG, 
ARTHUR LOUDENBURG. 

  


