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To all thom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, TAYLOR FouTs, a citi 

zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Camden, in the county of Carroll and State 
of Indiana. have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Animal-Feeding Devices, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention is an improvement in animal 

feeding devices, and has for its object to 
10 rovide a device of the character specified 

or permitting the self feeding of animals, 
wherein a feed regulating plate is provided 
for connection with a bin or the like having 
a lateral opening and connected to the bin in 
such manner that the width of the feed 
opening may be varied, together with a re 
taining plate for preventing wasting of the 
feed and the entrance of foreign bodies, the 
plate being adjustably connected to rods 
which are hinged to the feed regulating plate 
in such manner that the retaining plate will 
be normally held in approximately vertical 
position and in spaced relation with respect 
to the feed regulating plate and which may 
be swung upward out of the way to permit 
cleaning or the like of the feed table. 
In the drawings:- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 

proved device, 
Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section, and 
Fig. 3 is a detail sectional view of a modi 

fied construction of connecting bracket. . 
The present embodiment of the invention 

is shown in connection with a bin consisting 
of a vertical wall 1, and an inclined wall 2 
opposite the vertical wall and spaced apart 
from the bottom 4 of the bin which serves 
as a feed board to provide a feed opening 3 
for permitting the feed to pass from the hin 
on to the feed board. 
A feed regulating plate 6 is provided, the 

said plate having at its upper edge a later 
ally extending flange or rib 7. which is pro 
vided with spaced openings 7. The board 
6 is adjustably connected with the side 2 hy 
means of the brackets shown. Each of these 
brackets com rises a body portion 8 having 
its upper end offset inwardly into contact 
with the wall 2 of the bin, and secured 
thereto by means of bolts and nuts 9. 
The lower end of the bracket 8 is pro 

vided with a lateral lug which fits upon the 
upper face of the feed board 4 and is se 
cired thereto by a bolt and nut 10. The 
brackets 8 are arranged in inclined position, 
one at each end of the wall 2, and the flange 

of the feed regulating plate is provided 
with slots 11 through which the bodies of 
the brackets 3 extend. The feed regulating 
plate is thus mounted for vertical adjust ment on the brackets. 60 
A substantially U-shaped bearing clip 12. 

is secured to the feed regulating plate at 
each bracket at the lower end of the plate 
and each bracket slides through the adjacent 
clip. The clip and the slot 11 thus hold the 
feed regulating plate in proper position with, 
respect to the bracket. 
A latch plate 13 is secured at its lower end 

to each clip, the said lower end of the latch 
plate being offset inwardly to fit against the 
body of the clip, and the upper end of each 
plate 13 is... bent to form a handle as shown. 
Each plate has a threaded pin 14 at its upper 
end which is passed transversely of the plate 
and is held in place by lock nuts 15 on op 
posite sides of the plate, and threaded on to 
the pin, and this pin 14 is adapted to engage 
one of a series of openings 16 in the adjacent 
bracket to hold the feed regulating plate in 
adjusted position. 
The feed regulating plate 6 is of a length 

to extend from one end wall 5 to the other, 
and the feed retaining plate 17 is of ap 
proximately the same length. This retaining 
plate 17 has adjustably connected therewith 
a series of rods 18, each rod being threaded 
at one end and passed through an opening 
in the plate 17 and lock nuts 19 are threaded 
on to each rod to hold the plate 17 in ad justed position. 

Each rod 18 is provided at its opposite end 
with a hook 20, which is adapted to engage 
one of the openings 7 of the rib or flange 7. 
Thus the feed retaining plate is hinged to 
the feed regulating plate by means of the 
rods in such manner that normally the plate 
17 will stand in the position of Figs 1 and 2. 
that is, spaced apart from the feed regulat 
ing plate and approximately vertical, while 
at the same time it may be swung tipward 
against the inclined wall of the pin to permit 
the feed board 4 to be cleaned. 
The distance between the feed regulating 

plate and the feed retaining plate may be 
varied by means of the lock nuts 19, and 
when in adjusted position these nuts will 
hold the parts in such position. The rods 
18 are separated far enough to permit the 
animals free access to the feed on the board 4. 

In Fig. 3 a modified form of bracket is 
shown. In this form the bracket 8 is se 
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cured to the inclined wall 2 of the bin by the 
bolts and nuts 9, and the said bracket passes 
through the slot or passage in the flange or 
rib of the feed regulating plate 6. This 
plate has the clip. 12" and the latch plate 18, 
and the latch plate is provided with a E. 
14 for engaging the openings in the bracket. 
The lower end of the bracket is however, 

pointed as shown, and is inserted into the 
material of the feed board 4°. The lower 
end of the bracket is thus held against nove 
ment in either direction by its engagement 
with the feed board. In either construc 
tion the extent of the opening 3 of Fig. 1 or 
3 of Fig. 3, may be varied by moving the 
feed plate upward or downward. In order 
to move the feed plate it is only necessary 
to disengage the pin 14 or 14 from the 
bracket to raise or lower the board. 

20 It will be understood that the improved 
device is a unitary structure and may be ap 
plied to any bin without changing the bin. 
The device will be made in proper sizes for 
different animals, and the device is also for 
chickens as well as for horses, cattle and 
sheep. The plate 17 not only prevents es 
cape of the feed but prevents the entrance 
of foreign matters. . 

It will be understood that the feed device 
may be attached to a vertical wall as well as 
to an inclined wall and with equal facility. 
The feed regulating plate when the device 
is attached to a vertical wall will be vertical. 
The brackets 8 are arranged in a plane par 
allel with the wall to which they are connect 
ed. The rods 18 are arranged near enough 
together to support the plate 17 and effec 
tually interfere with the animals working 
feed outward and wasting the same. 

If desired, the plate 6 and attached parts 
nay be marketed independently of the plates 
17 and the rods 18, since the said plate 6 is 
a complete working device, within itself. 
The brackets 8 not only support the feed 
plate 6 but brace as well the bin walls. When 
the feed plate 6 is used alone it is obvious 
that the opening of the bin may be nicely 
regulated. When the upper ends of the 

the pins 14 the outward pull tends to lessen 
the pressure of the feed against the lower 
edge of the plate 6, thus making it easier to 

1,288,218 

move the said plate into another position, 
The latch spring overcomes the handicap of 
rusty bolts and thumb screws and unwork 
able parts of other, devices. 
I claim:- 
1. An automatic feed regulator for use 

with a container having alateral opening, and 
comprising a feed regulating plate for connec 
tion with the container, means for adjustably 
connecting the plate to the container for 
permitting the extent of the feed opening to 
be varied, said plate having a lateral flange 
near its top provided with spaced perfora 
tions, a feed retaining plate, rods adjust 
ably connected with the plate and extend 
ing laterally therefrom and having hooks 
for engaging the perforations of the flange, 
said rods being spaced apart from each 
other. 

2. An automatic feeder for use with con tainers having lateral openings, and compris 
ing a plate, means for connecting the plate to 
the container at the opening, a retaining 
plate, a series of rods hinged onto and flexi 
ble with respect to the first plate and rigid 
with the retaining plate and normally hold 
ing the retaining plate in approximate 
parallelism with the first-named plate, said 
last-named plate being adjustable with re 
spect to the connecting rods. 

3. An automatic feeder for use with co 
tainers having lateral openings, and conn 
prising a plate, means for connecting the 
plate to the container at the opening, said 
plate being adjustable with respect to the 
said means to vary the extent of the open 
ing, and a retaining plate connected with . 
the first-named plate and supported thereby 
in spaced relation. 

4. An automatic feeder for use with con 
tainers having lateral openings and com 
prising a plate, means for connecting the 
plate to the container at the opening, a re 
taining plate, a series of rods hinged to the 
first plate and rigid with the retaining plate 
and normally holding the retaining plate in 
approximate parallelism with the first. 
named plate. 

TAYLOR FOUTS. 
Witnesses: 

A. A. Cook, 
ALBERT G. MARTIN. 
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