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The present invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in electrical fixtures and it relates, more par-
ticularly, to the manner in which 2 wiring device such as
a lampholder is mounted and supported in the fixture.

An object of the invention is to provide a means for
mounting and supporting a lampholder or similar wiring
device in an electrical fixture without the use of screws or
similar attaching means. Another object of the present
invention is to provide means for positioning a lamp-
bolder in a fixture and to simplify the assembly of the
fixture.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be-
come apparent and will be better understood from the
following description and the accompanying drawing in
which:

FIG. 1 is a front elevation view of a lampholder em-
bodying the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a side elevation view in partial section taken
along the line 2—2 of the lampholder shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational view in partial
section illustrating the lampholder shown in FIGS. 1 and
2 as assembled on a supporting panel of an electrical fix-
ture and being drawn to an enlarged scale; and

FIG. 4 is an exploded view in perspective of the as-
sembly illustrated in FIG. 3.

Referring now to the drawing in detail, there is a tomb-
stone type of fluorescent lampholder 10 which contains
contact element (not shown) for engagement with the
contact pins at one end of a bi-pin fluorescent lamp in
the usual manner. A second lampholder is mounted in
opposing relation to the first lampholder at an appropriate
distance to receive the contact pins at the other end of the
lamp. Since the two lampholders and their mountings
are the same, only one lampholder and its mounting have
been illustrated and described herein to avoid duplication.

In the illustrated embodiment, the lampholder com-
prises a body having a base 11. The base has an upper
surface and a vertical body portion or extension 12 (which
contains the lamp contacts) extends upwardly at the rear
of the base. The upper surface of the base extends for-
wardly from the lower end of the vertical body portion
and along opposite sides of the lower end thereof.

At its lower end, the vertical body portion is joined to
the base by a neck portion 13 of reduced width which is
formed by grooves or slots 14 located immediately above
the upper surface of the base. The neck defining grooves
form downwardly facing shoulders 15 on opposite sides
of the wvpright body portion which are spaced from the
upper surface of the base by a distance which will permit
a supporting member 17 in the form of a panel or plate
to make a sliding fit therewith.

As shown best in FIG. 4, the supporting panel or plate
has an opening 16 formed at one end thereof which is
shaped to receive the reduced neck portion of the vertical
body with opposite edges 18 of the panel defining the open-
ing being located beneath the overhanging shoulders on
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the vertical body portion. When the lampholder is as-
sembled on the panel, portions of the panel on opposite
sides of the opening are located between the shoulders on
the vertical body portion and the upper surface of the
base and the lampholder is held against vertical movement
relative to the panel.

Interengaging detent means are employed to secure the
lampholder in assembled position on the panel. For this
purpose, the base of the lampholder is provided with a
recess 19 extending upwardly along its front end face and
rearwardly along its upper surface which is shaped to re-
Ceive a retaining clip 20 in the form of an' angle mem-
ber of spring material. - The retaining clip has a vertical
leg 21 which fits into the part of the recess in the front
end face of the base and may be secured to the base by
means of a screw 22 or other suvitable fastening device.
The upper leg 23 of the angle clip extends rearwardly
in the portion of the recess in the upper surface of the
base and is inclined upwardly at a slight angle toward its
rear end. Thus, the rear end of the clip is spaced above
the bottom surface and can be depressed into the recess.

The upper leg of the clip has a raised lug or detent 24
formed thereon which projects upwardly and rearwardly
from its upper surface and the panel has an aperture 25
formed therein to receive the detent. As the lampholder
is moved into position on the panel, the detent enters the
aperture in the panel and releasably holds the lampholder
against removal. Depression of the upper leg of the angle
clip into the recess in the base of the lampholder releases
the detent from engagement with the panel and permits
removal of the lampholder from the panel for replace-
ment or repair.

It will be understood that various changes and modifica-
tions in the embodiment of the invention illustrated and
described herein may be made by those skilled in the art
without departing from the scope of the invention as de-
fined by the following claims.

I claim:

L. In an electrical fixture, the improvement which com-
prises:

(a) a supporting panel formed of sheet material;

(b) said panel having a notch-like opening formed in

one edge thereof;

(¢) an electrical wiring device mounted in- said notch-
like opening;

(d) said wiring device including a base and a portion
extending upwardly from said base;

(e) said upwardly extending portion having grooves
extending along opposite sides thereof adjacent the
base;

(f) said grooves defining a portion of the wiring device
dimensioned to fit into the notch-like opening in the
panel with opposing walls of said grooves extending
on opposite sides of. portions of the panel defining
the notch-like opening; and

() interengaging detent means on the panel and the
base of the wiring device releasably holding the wir-
ing device in assembled position in the panel.,

2. In an electrical fixture, the improvement as defined

in claim 1 wherein:

(a) the interengaging detent means includes a spring
member mounted on the base of the wiring device in
opposing relation to the panel, -
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