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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY HouGHTON, of 

New York city, in the State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements relating to Show-Cases for Butt 
tons, of which the following is a specifica 
tion: 
The improved show-case is designed for the 

storage, exhibition, and sale of pearl buttons 
and similar small buttons, which are mounted 
upon cards, which cards are laid one upon an 
other in close-fitting pasteboard boxes. It holds 
the boxes in an inclined position with the up 
per card of buttons parallel with and close to 
the glass, and is fitted with special conven 
iences for withdrawing the boxes partially or 
entirely at will, to obtain access to the con 
tents. 
The accompanying drawings form a part of 

this specification. Figure 1 is a plan view, 
Fig. 2 a front view, and Fig. 3 a cross-sec 
tion. 

Fig.1 shows the drawer partly drawn out. 
Fig. 3 shows in dotted lines the open position 
of the front piece, which, actuated by springs, 
as shown, is an important feature of the con 
struction, and forms, at will, either a door or 
a shelf, 

Similar. letters of reference indicate like 
parts in all the figures. 
The main body of the case is marked A. 

The inclined glass top is marked a, a shelf or 
board parallel thereto, A, upright partitions, 
A. A drawer, similarly partitioned, below, 
is marked D. B is a door at the front, which 
may be turned down into the position shown 
in dotted lines, to form a shelf projecting from 
the front. It turns on hinges b, and is actu 
ated by coil-springs c, attached by means of 
the staples or eyes b, which tend to hold it 
firmly in the horizontal position whenever 
the catch or lock b is operated to allow 
the door to be opened. The springs prevent 
the door, which is necessarily light, from ever 
assuming a half-closed position under any 
circumstances. 

It is customary to mount this class of but 
tons upon cards of uniform size, and to pack 
them in long boxes, also of uniform size. To 

exhibit them the cover is removed and in 
verted, and the box set into it. 
The front ends of the partitions A are hol 

lowed out, as indicated in Fig. 3, and the 
spaces between these partitions and the height 
between the flooring A and the glass a are just 
adapted to receive them. The stock exhib 
ited in the boxes directly under the glass a 
may be kept up by re-enforcement from boxes 
of corresponding styles in the drawer D-be 
low. It is important to a proper exhibition 
of the goods that the buttons be close up 
and almost in contact with the glass a. 
To obtain access to the buttons, the catch b” 
is operated, and the door B instantly assumes 
the horizontal position shown in dotted lines. 
The lower edge of the door braces against the 
under side of the board A, and is held there 
by the force of the springs C. Any desired 
box may now be drawn entirely out and held 
with its back end resting on the shelf B; or, 
if preferred, one box, or any number, or all 
the boxes, can be drawn partly out and al 
lowed to rest, supported lever-wise, bearing 
at one point on the front edge of the shelf B 
and at the back on the under side of the 
glass 0. 

Pearl buttons and similar buttons are pe 
culiarly difficult goods to handle and properly 
exhibit. The cards are necessarily flexible, 
and the quantity of buttons loaded thereon 
is entirely beyond the stiffness of the card to 
support. My invention affordis facilities for a 
generally satisfactory exhibition of the entire 
stock through the glass, and for further ex 
amination of any part or the Whole with little 
risk of confusion and misplacing either the 
boxes in each case or any of the cards in the 
boxes. The falling door need not be heavy, 
but is held by the springs firmly open, 
whether the hinges work with unusual stiff. 
tness or in the reverse condition, with an ob 
jectionable looseness. One or all the boxes of 
buttons may be pushed in with any degree of 
rapidity, without danger of catching and 
drawing up the hinged support, because the 
springs C hold it stiffly down. 
The boxes of cards on exhibition may, if 

preferred, be dummies, having only one card of 
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buttons on the upper surface, the sales being 
unacle from the stocks of corresponding but 
tons in the drawer below. 

I claim as my invention 
As a new article of manufacture, the with 

in-described show-case, having the inclined 
transparent top a, the corresponding inclined 
board A, the falling door B, and actuating 
springs. C, all constructed and arranged to 
scrve as and for the purposes herein set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this 29th day of June, 1876, in the 
presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

HENRY HOUGEITON. 
Witnesses: 

JNO. L. DLBBLE, 
A. HENRY GENTNER, 


