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8 Claims.

This invention relates to shoes and particularly
such shoes as may be comfortably worn on sore
or injured feet.

An object of the invention is to provide a com-
fortable, readily yieldable, soft shoe for swollen,
tender or bandaged feet.

Another object is to provide such a shoe with
means whereby the forward portion of either side
of the upper may be laced in s position over-
lapping such portion of the other side.

Another object is to so attach a lace to the
upper, that the shoe will be readily adaptable
to widely varying sizes of feet, without undue ex-

" posure of the feet, or the addition of a tongue
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to the upper. . .

A further object is to form the upper of such &
shoe, with an open toe to freely admit air and
accommodate feet of various lengths.

A further object is to construct such a shoe
quite inexpensively by forming the sole of sponge
rubber or the like, and forming the upper of a
single length of soft fabric.

These and various other objects are attained
by the construction hereinafter described and
illustrated in the accompanying drawing, where-
in: : .

PFig. 1 is 8 perspective view of the improved
shoe, laced.

g, 2 is a cross-sectional view of the same
taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 3.

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of the shoe,
unlaced.

In these views the reference character { desig-
nates the sole of the shoe, preferably of sponge
rubber, 2 the upper attached to the sole by
stitches 3 or the like, and 4 an opening formed
between the sides of the upper at the front of
the shoe, allowing the toes of a foot to com-
fortably protrude. A retainer tape 5, of any suit-
ably strong material, is attached to the upper,
preferably near the sole, by stilches 6 or other
fastening means, at each of its ends. The upper
2 is slitted at spaced intervals to form a row of
keepers 1, at each side thereof beneath which
the retainer tape 5 freely passes, whereby the
tape is attached at spaced points of its length to
the upper. 'The retainer tape is preferably at-
tached at the rear portion of one side of the
upper, and extends around the toe of the shoe,
and back on the opposite side. In fastening the
shoe on a foot, either side of the upper is over-
lapped upon the opposite side, and a lace 8, at-
tached at § to the mid-portion of the retainer
tape, is threaded alternately through the keepers

1 at one side of the shoe and through a set of

upper.

(C1. 36—45)

eyelets 10 formed in the other side along the top
and front edge of the upper. Such eyelets are
thus formed in both sides of the upper to permit

lacing at either side.

The sole and upper are preferably each of & 5
one-piece construction and consequently may be
inexpensively manufactured while the soft and
yieldable material forming these members ren-
ders the shoe comfortable for ailing feet and
not objectionable for wear in bed. Other ad- 10
vantages include the cushion nature of the sole,
protecting sore or injured feet, and the novel
lacing arrangement, adapting the shoe to be
more quickly fastened or loosened than ordinary
lacing provisions permit, and allowing the shoe 15

. to be laced on either side in event a foot is In-

jured or swollen on but one side.

The invention is presented as including all such
changes and modifications as come within the
scope of the following claims.

What I claim is:

1. A soft shoe having a sole of resilient mate-

20

, ‘rial‘, an upper of soft fabric attached thereto and
formed with & set of eyelets near a free edge

thereof, and means for fastening the shoe to a 26
foot, said means comprising a retainer tape at-
tached substantially horizontally to the lower
portion of the upper, and a lace threaded alter-
nately beneath the retainer and through said
eyelets. 30

2. A shoe as set forth in claim 1, one side of the
upper overlapping the other in fastening the shoe.
upon a foot, and the sides of the upper forming
an opening at the toe of the shoe.

3. A soft shoe comprising a sole of resilient
material, an upper of soft fabric, a retainer tape
attached to the lower portion of the upper, and
extending around the toe and rearwardly on both
sides of the upper, the upper being formed with
eyelets near the free edges of both sides thereof,
whereby either side of the upper may overlap the
other, and a lace threaded alternately beneath
the retainer tape on one side of the upper and
through the eyelets in the opposite side of the
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4. A shoe comprising a sole and an upper hav-
ing opposite sides, the top portion of either side
being adapted to overlap the other, and each side
being formed with eyelets in its top portion, lace-
retaining means carried by the lower portion of 5
each side, and a lace engageable with the eye-
lets of either side and said retaining means on
the other side to maintain the lapped relation of
the sides.

5. A shoe .comprising a sole, an upper having




10

opposite sides lapping in use and jolntly form-
ing an opening at the toe of the shoe, such
opening having upper and lower margins, and a
lace adapted to interconnect sald sides and having
a portion interconnecting the upper and lower
margins of said opening, in use, and consequently
extending across said opening.

6. A shoe comprising a sole, an upper attached
thereto and forming an opening at the toe of the
shoe, sald upper having opposite sides each
formed with a set of eyelets in its top portion,
and each having a set of spaced slits, & length
of retainer tape secured to the wupper and
threaded in and out of each set of slits, and a lace
adapted to be threaded alternately through the
eyelets of one side of the upper and around the
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retainer tape upon the other side of the upper, to
secure either side in overlapped relation to the
other.

7. In a shoe as set forth in claim 6, means se-
curing the gnd portions of the retainer tape to
the upper.

8. A shoe comprising a sole, an upper having
opposite sides separately extending from the toe
to the rear of the shoe, one of said sides having
an eyeleted portion for overlapping the other, a
lace engageable with the eyelets, and retaining
means for saild lace exteriorly carried by the
lower portion of the other side and extending
from the toe portion to the mid portion of the
shoe. :
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