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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EDGAR EMERICK SELL, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. 

CONVERTBLE FURNTURE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 430,442, dated June 17, 1890. 
Application filed Januaryll, 1886, Renewed March 20, 1890, Serial No,344,678, (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, EDGAR EMERICK SELL, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented 
Certain Improvements in Convertible Furni 
ture, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention consists of improvements in 

Convertible furniture, such as that for which 
Letters Patens were granted to me December 
26, 1882, No. 269,723. 
The object of my invention is to so com 

bine a Sofa, cot, lounge, or chair with a desk, 
table, cabinet, or like article of furniture that 
Said Sofa, cot, lounge, or chair can be com 
pactly folded and stored away out of sight, 
or can be readily drawn out and adjusted to 
and Secured in position, either as a sofa, cot, 
lounge, or chair, without interferring with the 
main portion of the top of the desk or other 
piece of furniture with which it may be com 
bined. 
My improvements relate more particularly 

to the peculiar construction of the sofa, cot, 
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stored away out of sight. 
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lounge, and chair, and to the utilization of the 
panels of the desk or other piece of furniture 
for the legs on which the sofa, cot, lounge, 
Or chair rests, and also to the means for con 
Verting the lounge or cot into an easy-chair, 
and to the means whereby I am enabled to 
readily adjust the device to form a surgeon’s 
Operating-table. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of an office-desk combined 
With a lounge or cot constructed in accord 
ance with my invention Fig.2 is a side view 
of the desk with the lounge or cot folded and 

Fig. 3 is a side 
view showing the lounge or cot ready to be 
placed into the desk. Fig. 4 is a side view 
showing the parts of the lounge or cot ad 
justed SO as to convert it into an easy-chair. 
Fig. 5 is a side view showing the parts ad 
justed, as in Fig. 1. Fig. 6 is a transverse sec 
tion on the line 12, Fig. 5. Figs. 7 and 8 are 
detached perspective views of connecting 
arms forming part of the structure. Fig. 9 
is a sectional view of one of the supporting 
bars forming part of the structure. Fig. 10 is 
a perspective view, and Fig.11a sectional view 
illustrating a modification of the invention. 
Fig. 12 is a perspective view showing one of 
the features of my invention. Figs. 13, and 

14 are perspective views showing my improve 
ments applied to the combined sofa-bed and 
desk forming the subject of my before-men 
tioned patent. Fig.15 is a transverse section 
of part of the structure, Fig. 13, on the line 
34, Fig. 16; and Fig.16 is a sectional plan on 
the line 56, Fig. 15. Fig. 17 is a perspective 
view showing a detail feature of my inven 
tion. m 

Figs. 1 to 6 illustrate a common form of 
office-desk, A being the top of the desk, and 
BB the two pedestals supporting the same, 
one pedestal B being used for the storage of 
my improved convertible lounge or cot, and 
the pedestal B being provided with drawers 
or partitions for books, or in part constructed 
for the reception of a wash-stand, as shown 
by the dotted lines in Fig. 6, which may be 
hinged as in my former patent of December 
26, 1882. 
The side panel D of the pedestal B is re 

movable, and secured thereto is one portion 
of the upholstered seat D' of the lounge or 
cot. To the panel D are secured two arms C 
C, which extend from one side of the panel 
to the other and project from the back, as 
fully shown in Figs. 1 and 6. These arms not 
only act as supports for the panel, as described 
hereinafter, but also serve to strengthen it, 
as they tie the two sides of the panel to 
gether. The two smaller panels did of the 
large panel D are each hinged at d', Fig. 2, 
and have latches d’, so that When the large 
panel D is let down the small panels d 
can be opened out at right angles thereto, 
as shown in the perspective View, Fig. 1, and 
the side views, Figs. 3 and 4, so as to form 
legs for the lounge, cot, or chair, each panel 
having a series of small friction-rollers d, so 
that when the large panel D is let down to 
the position shown in Fig. 3 and is supported 
by the panels d it can be easily pulled out 
and away from the desk by means of the 
handles b, so as to assume the position shown 
in Fig. 6. When the panels did are extended, 
braces d of the ordinary construction serve 
to retain them in the extended position. 
When the panel D is drawn out, the head 

and foot portions E and F of the lounge or 
cot are folded over into the same, as shown in 
Fig. 3; but as soon as the panel is moved to 
the position shown in Fig. 6 the head-section 
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E can be moved in the direction of the arrow tion of my invention to a center-table in place 
1, Fig. 3, to the position shown in Fig. 5, and 
the foot portion F then moved in the direc 
tion of the arrow 2, Fig. 3, to the position 
also shown in Fig. 5, in which position it is 
supported by a suitable hinged leg G, also 
provided with a brace d". When the leg G 
is folded against the back of the section F, it 
may be retained by a suitable spring-catch. 
(Shown by the dotted lines in Fig. 5.) 
On referring to Figs. 1, 3, and 5 it will be 

seen that the head portion E of the lounge or 
cot is connected to the panel D by two bars 
HH, which are connected together by rods 
h h', the former passing through the panel 
D and the rod h' passing through the head 
section E. The bars H are recessed at for 
the reception of the supporting-bars C. (Shown 
by dotted lines in Fig. 3, and more clearly in 
Figs. 1 and 6.) These recesses i' in the bars 
Hare made so as not to weaken the support 
ing bars or arms C C. 

It will be seen that when the head-section 
E is extended, as in Fig, 5, the bar II will be 
flush with the panel D, and said bar is jointed, 
for a purpose described hereinafter, the joint 
being provided with a sliding sleeve i'. The 
foot-section F is likewise connected to the 
panel D by bars J J, which are connected to 
gether by rods if', Fig. 8, and are recessed 
for the reception of the supporting-bar C' in 
the same manner as the bars H. 
To convert the lounge or cot into a reclin 

ing-chair, the head-section E is dropped by 
moving the sleeve 'so as to uncover the joint 
i in the bar H, thus allowing the head-section 
E to fall and assume the position shown in 
Fig. 4. The foot portion F is then raised to 
the position shown in said figure and is util 
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ized for the back of the chair, the upper end 
of said foot portion F being supported by a 
bar K, which is pulled out from the desk, as 
shown by dotted lines in Fig. I, a plate k on 
this bar engaging with one or other of lugs f 
on the back of the section F, according to the 
desired inclination of the same. This makes 
a comfortable easy - chair, the occupant of 
which is within easy reach of all portions of 
the top of the desk. . The head-section E is 
provided with a pivoted leg E'. Fig. 5, held 
in place in a manner similar to the leg G, this 
leg being used to adjust the section E to dif 
ferent angles when said section forms part of 
an easy-chair, as above described, by placing 
the leg Eat different angles, as indicated by 
dotted lines in Fig. 4. 
To render the above-described lounge or cot 

available as a surgeon's operating-table, Ise 
cure to the opposite ends of the pedestal B, 
on the inner sides of the same, upper and lower 
plates l, Fig. 6, each having supporting-pins 
l'. When the arms C C of the lounge or cot 
are removed from the control of the pins of 
the lower plate and applied to the pins of the 
upper plate, the cot will be elevated to a suit 
able height for an operating-table. 
In Figs. 10 and 11 I have shown the applica 

of a desk. In this device one of the side panels 
D of the central or supporting pedestal of the 
table forms the central section of the cot, the 
head and footportions E and F being hung to 
this central portion in the same Way as in Fig. 
1, with the exception that the pivot-bars H 
for the head portion are straight, so as to per 
mit said portion to assume a horizontal posi 
tion. Either of the bars H or J may be 
jointed and provided with a sleeve i', in order 
to drop the same. The panel is pivoted to 
the side standards of the table, as shown in 
Fig. 11, by means of the hooked bars C C, so 
that it can readily assume either the position 
shown in full lines or that shown in dotted 
lines in said figure. The cushion of each of 
the sections E and F is preferably hinged to 
the frame, so that it can be adjusted inde 
pendently of the frame, as shown in Fig. 10, 
to form an inclined head or foot rest. 
The sofa or cot may, if desired, be entirely 

detached from the desk or table, so as to be 
supported wholly by the legs formed by the 
panels did, but in this case I prefer to secure 
to each panel d a central wing or hinged 
bracket k and two small side brackets k', as 
shown in Fig. 12. These brackets can be 
swung in against the panel d, or when in use 
can be extended for the purpose of enlarging 
the base on which the sofa or cot rests. (See 
Fig. 12.) 
The supporting-bars C C are each made of 

two portions, one of which is secured to the 
cot, and the portions which extend beyond the 
body of the cot having threaded ends adapted 
to threaded sockets in the main portions of 
the bars. 

In Figs. 13 and 16 I have shown my inven 
tion applied to a combined sofa, cot, and desk 
of substantially the same character as that 
shown in my before-mentioned patent, one of 
the rear panels D of the desk in this case 
forming the central section of the cot or seat 
of the sofa, and being provided with the later 
ally-folding small panels did, which support 
the same when extended. The end frameSE 
and F are preferably provided with projec 
tions m, having recesses m' for the reception 
of projecting plates in on the frame D, form 
ing the back of the sofa, so as to be retained 
in the upright position shown in Fig. 13, said 
frame being drawn forward slightly when it is 
desired to release the end frames from the 
control of the same, and after the said end 
frames have been turned down being itself 
turned in and thrown down to the rear, as in 
Fig. 14. 
In all of the forms of convertible furniture 

shown I have employed the small laterally 
folding panels as a means of supporting the 
main panel, which forms a section of the 
Sofa, cot, or other article of furniture, these 
laterally-folding panels being an important 
improvement over the hinged legs shown in 
my former patent, as said panels provide a 
support for the panel D throughout almost 

75 

95 

IOC) 

IO 

II5 

I25 



o 

25 

430,442 

the entire width of the latter, and thus re 
move the strain from the connecting-bars C 
C, the latter serving only to connect the sofa. 
or cot to the desk. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The combination of the movable section 

D of a desk or other article of furniture with 
a head or foot Section, and a hinge for said 
sections consisting of rods extending trans 
Versely through the ends of said sections, and 
opposite pivot-bars connecting the transverse 
rods, substantially as described. 

2. The combination of the movable section 
D of a desk or other article of furniture, the 
connecting and strengthening bars C C, ex 
tending transversely across the section D, 
With a head or foot section and recessed pivot 
bars connecting the head or foot sections to 
the section D, said connecting-bars C C be 
ing adapted to said recessed pivot-bars, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

3. The combination of the movable section 
D of a desk or other article of furniture, the 
connecting-bars C C, and two sets of sup 
ports attached to the inside of the side pan 
els of the desk and one above the other, where 
by said section D may be retained at different 
heights, all substantially as specified. 

4. The combination of a desk or other arti 

cle of furniture with a movable section at 
tached thereto, head and foot sections piv 
oted to said movable section, and a sliding 
bar K, supported in bearings in the desk and 
serving as a support for the head-section 
when the latter is inclined, substantially as 
Specified. 

5. The combination of the movable section 
D of a desk or other article of furniture, the 
pivoted end sections EF, having projections 
in, recesses m in said projecting portions, 
and a back section D, having catches in, 
adapted to said recesses for retaining the end 
sections in an upright position independent 
of the desk, substantially as specified. 

6. The combination of the movable section 
D of a desk or other article of furniture with 
the two-part connecting-bars attached there 
to, said bars having their extending portions 
screwed to the main portions of the bars, sub 
stantially as specified. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

EDGAR EMERICK SELL. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM. F. DAVIS, 
HARRY SMITH. 
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