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Florence S. Knoll, New York, N.Y., assignor, by mesne assignments, to Knoll Associates, Inc., a corporation 
of New York 

Filed June 29, 1956, Ser. No. 594,740 
4 Claims. (C. 155-191) 

This invention relates to chairs, sofas or the like. 
This is a continuation-in-part of my prior application 

Serial No. 451,237, filed August 20, 1954, entitled "Sup 
port for an Article of Furniture,” now U.S. Patent No. 
2,796,307, issued June 18, 1957. 
An object of the invention is to provide a chair or sofa 

construction which is improved from the standpoint of 
the comfort of the person sitting in the chair. 

Another object is to provide an upholstered chair or 
sofa which is improved from the standpoint of its appear 
aC. 

A further object is to provide, in an upholstered chair 
of the type described, an improved frame structure in 
which some of the frame members are concealed. 

Another object is to provide, in an upholstered chair of 
the type described, improved means for fastening the up 
holstery fabric to the chair which also improves the ap 
pearance of the chair. 
Another object is to provide an improved chair struc 

ture which lends itself to ease and economy of manu 
facture. 
Another object is to provide an improved post structure 

which is usable as a leg in a chair or the like. 
Another object is to provide an improved framework 

for a chair or sofa. 
Another object is to provide improved seat and back 

cushion structures for a chair or sofa. 
The foregoing objects are attained in the structures 

described herein by providing a framework including a 
pair of vertical back legs connected at the top by a back 
crossbar, a pair of front legs, and a pair of side rails con 
necting the respective front legs to their aligned back legs 
and slanting downwardly toward the rear. A pair of for 
ward and rearward seat crossbars are connected between 
the side rails, these crossbars being spaced inwardly of the 
front and rear edges of the seat so that they are concealed 
by the seat. The seat comprises a cushion built on a 
frame which includes a back frame member supported on 
the rear seat crossbar, a pair of side frame members sup 
ported on the side rails and projecting beyond the front 
legs and a third frame member connecting the front ends 
of the side frame members. The back comprises a cush 
ion mounted on a frame which includes a bottom frame 
member supported on the rear seat crossbar, a pair of up 
light frame members extending diagonally upwardly and 
rearwardly from the ends of the bottom frame member 
and a top frame member connecting the tops of the up 
right frame members. An intermediate frame member 
extends between the upright frame members centrally of 
their length, and is attached rigidly to the back crossbar. 
To promote the comfort of the sitter, the seat is tilted 

downwardly toward the rear at an angle of 7/2 with 
the horizontal. The back of the chair makes an angle of 
113 with the seat. The back is provided just below its 
center with a forwardly opening obtuse angle of substan 
tially 162%. 

In one modification of the invention, the chair frame is 
of metal and the legs are columns, each consisting of two 
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spaced parallel metal bars connected at their ends by bases 
or caps which may comprise a generally T-shaped mem 
ber having the upright of the T located between the bars 
and the crossbar of the T spaced from the ends of the 
bars. The upright of the T is held in place by screws, 
rivets or the like. This column structure enables the legs 
to be manufactured with greater tolerances in the overall 
long dimensions of the legs than is possible in structures 
of the prior art. 
The upholstered covering on the seat and back cushions 

is held in place by the use of crossing rows of ornamental 
stitching, and draw threads, each extending from the back 
or under side of the cushion, through the fabric covering 
and across an intersection of two of the rows of stitches, 
and then back through the cushion to the under or back 
side thereof. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention may be 
come apparent from a consideration of the following de 
Scription and claims, taken together with the accompany 
ing drawings. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a chair embodying 

the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the chair of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a front elevational view of a chair similar to 

the chair of Fig. 2, except that it is provided with arms; 
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Fig. 4 is a front elevational view of a sofa constructed 
in accordance with the invention; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the frame of the chair of 
Figs. 1 and 2; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the back cushion frame 
of the chair of Figs. 1 and 2; 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the seat cushion frame of 
the chair of Figs. 1 and 2; 

Fig. 7a is a perspective view of the arm frame used in 
the chair of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 8 is a Side view of the chair of Figs. 1 and 2, with 
the cushions shown in dotted lines, and taken on a con siderably enlarged scale; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary sectional view on an enlarged 
Scale taken on the line IX-lix of Fig. 8: 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken on 
the line X-X of Fig. 9; 

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrating 
the structure of the upper end of one of the back legs of 
the chair of Fig. 8: 

Fig. 11a is a view similar to Fig. 11, illustrating a 
modification; 
o Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a sofa frame embody 
ing the invention; 

Fig. 13 is a perspective view of another embodiment 
of the invention in a sofa frame; 

Fig. 14 is a cross-sectional view on an enlarged scale 
taken on the line XIV-XIV of Fig. 12, looking in the 
direction of the arrows; 

Fig. 15 is a view partly in section and partly in eleva 
tion, illustrating a modified form of column structure em 
bodying the invention; 

Fig. 16 is a perspective view of a chair frame similar 
to the frame of Fig. 5, but constructed of wood, instead 
of metal; 

Fig. 17 is a side elevational view of the frame of Fig. 
16, on an enlarged scale, and with seat and back cushion 
frames added; 

Fig. 18 is a cross-sectional view, on an enlarged scale, 
taken on the line XVIII-XVIII of Fig. 17; 

70 

Fig. 19 is a fragmentary view, taken on an enlarged 
Scale, showing the outside of an upholstered cushion con 
structed in accordance with the invention; and 

Fig. 20 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 
XX-XX of Fig. 19. 
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Figs. I, 2 and 5 to 10 
These figures illustrate a chair embodying the principal 

features of my invention. The frame of the chair com 
prises two back legs 1 and 2 (Fig. 5) connected by a back 
crossbar 3 attached at its ends to the tops of the legs by 
a structure to be described in detail below. The frame 
also includes front legs 4 and 5 whose upper ends are 
connected to intermediate points on the back legs by side 
rails 6 and 7, respectively. A forward seat crossbar 8 
is attached at its ends to the side rails 6 and 7 at points 
spaced rearwardly of the upper ends of the legs 4 and 5. 
A rearward seat crossbar 9 is attached at its ends to the 
side rails 6 and 7 at a point spaced forwardly of the 
rear legs and 2. - - - - 

Mounted on the frame is a seat generally indicated 
by the reference numeral 10 (Fig. 1) and consisting of 
a wooden frame generally indicated by the reference 
numeral 1 (see Fig. 7) and a cushion 12, both covered 
by suitable upholstery material. Also mounted on the 
frame is a back generally indicated at 13 and comprising 
a wooden frame 4 and a cushion 15, both also covered 
by upholstery material. The cushions 12 and 15 are 
mounted on their respective frames 11 and 14 by con 
ventional structures, not shown. r 
The chair of Fig. 3 differs from the chair of Fig. 2 

only by the addition of a pair of arms 16, each con 
sisting of a wooden frame 17 (Fig. 7a) covered with up 
holstery material. S. 
The sofa of Fig. 4 is constructed generally similarly to 

the chair of Figs. 1 and 2 except that the crossbars are 
considerably elongated, center legs 18 and 19 (see Fig. 
13) are provided and the back and seat cushions are 
divided into three sections each. - 

Legs or column structure-Figs. 5, 8 and 9 
Each of the four legs or columns 1, 2, 4 and 5 is 

constructed from two spaced parallel metal bars of rec 
tangular cross-section held together at their ends by base 
and cap structures. The back legs are also held together 
at intermediate points where they are joined by the side 
rails. 
The leg structure is described in detail herein only 

in the case of the front leg 4, best seen in Fig. 5. This 
leg 4 includes two rectangular metal bars 4a, 4b, which 
are attached by which are attached by means of screws 
or other conventional fasteners such as rivets 20 to a 
foot 21. The foot 21 has an inverted T-shaped cross 
section. The upright of the T is received between the 
metal the metal bars 4a, 4b and is held in place by the 
rivets 20. The crossbar of the T rests on the floor. Note 
that the spacing between the rivets 20 and the lower 
ends of the bars 4a and 4b is less than the spacing be 
tween the rivets 20 and the upper surface of the crossbar 
of the T. The upper end of the leg 4 is attached to the 
front end of the side rail 6 by means of rivets 22. Note 
also as best seen at 4c in Fig. 8, that the metal bars 4a 
and 4b terminate short of the upper edge of the side rail 
6. In other words, the spacing between the rivets 22 
and the ends 4c of the bars 4a, 4b is less than the 
spacing between the rivets 22 and the upper surface of 
the side rail. m 

By constructing the legs in this manner, the dimensional 
tolerance between the ends of the bars 4a and 4b may be 
considerably greater than the dimensional tolerance be 
tween the ends of the leg members in the prior art struc 
tures. The only dimensions which have to be carefully 
maintained in the bars 4a and 4b are the spacings be 
tween the holes for the rivets 20 and the holes for the 
rivets 22. The exact spacing between the ends of the 
bars 4a and 4b may vary over a substantial range with 
out affecting the overall height of the leg or column. The 
spacing between the rivet holes for the foot 21 and the 
bottom of the foot must also be maintained within close 
tolerance as must the spacing between the holes for 
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the rivets 22 in the side rail 6 and the upper side of 
that side rail. However, these are relatively short di 
mensions and are easily maintained within close toler 
ances. The spacing between the holes for the rivets 20 
and the holes for the rivets 22 in the bars 4a and 4b. 
may be easily maintained within close tolerances by the 
simple expedient of forming all the holes at once on a 
gang drill. 
By virtue of this structure of the legs or columns and 

their base members, and their connections at their upper 
ends, these legs or columns are substantially easier and 
cheaper to manufacture, for a given overall dimensional 
tolerance, than are corresponding structural members of 
the prior art. 
The back end of the side rail 6 is fastened to the back 

leg 1 by means of rivets 23. The holes in the back leg 
1 for the rivets 23 must be located carefully, with respect 
to their spacing from the foot holding rivets 26. 
The connection shown in Fig. 8 between the back 

crossbar 3 and the upper end of the leg 1 is illustrated 
in detail in Fig. 11. The leg 1 is there shown as com 
prising two metal bars 1a and 1b, of rectangular cross 
section, held together at their upper ends by means of 
rivets 24. The rivets 24 retain between the upper ends 
of the bars 1a and b an L-shaped bracket 25 which pro 
jects forwardly from between the bars 1a and b and has 
on its forward end a laterally extending arm 25a. The 
back crossbar 3 is an angle iron of L-shaped cross-section 
and is held in place on the bracket 25 and the corre 
sponding bracket at the other end by means of machine 
screws 26, one of which is shown in Fig. 11, and which 
is threaded into the leg 25a of bracket 25. 
Fig.11a illustrates a modified form of connection be 

tween the back crossbar 3 and the upper end of the leg i. 
In this modification, a T-shaped piece 2a, generally 
similar in structure to the foot 21, has its upright received 
between the ends of the bars 1a and 1b and its crosspiece 
extending horizontally. The end of the back crossbar 3 
is fastened to the upright of the T-shaped piece 2ia 
by a screw 26, and the horizontal flange of the crossbar 
3 rests against the top of the crossbar of the T-shaped 
piece 21a. As in the previous modifications, the dimen 
sion between the holes which receive the rivets 24 and 
the ends of the bars 1a and 1b is not critical. For pur 
poses of external appearance, it is desirable to make the 
clearances between the ends of the bars a and b and 
the crossbar of the T-shaped piece 21a as Small as con 
veniently possible. Nevertheless, that dimension is not 
a functional one, and need not be closely held. In Fig. 
11a, as in similar structures throughout the specification 
and drawings, the spacing between the end of the bar a 
and the crossbar of the t-shaped piece 21a has been 
somewhat exaggerated in order to emphasize the non 
critical character of the latter dimension. 
The foot 21 and the bracket 25 cooperate to render 

the overall dimensional length of the bars 1a and 1b 
relatively unimportant. The holes for the rivets 24 must 
be accurately located, as must the holes for the rivets 
and for the screw 26 in the bracket 25. Likewise, the 
holes in the crossbar 3 for the screws 26 must be located 
accurately. m - 

The front crossbar 8 is attached at its ends to the side 
rails 6 and 7 in a manner best illustrated in Figs. 9 and 
10. L-shaped brackets 27 are welded to the side rails 
6 and 7. The projecting arms of the brackets are 
threaded to receive bolts 28 which extend through suit 
able apertures in the crossbar 8 and are held in place 
by nuts 29. The back crossbar 9 is attached to the side 
rails 6 and 7 in a similar fashion by means of brackets 
30 (see Fig. 8) welded to the side rails 6 and 7 and aper 
tured to receive bolts 31 which extends through the cross 
bar 9 near its ends and are held in place by nuts 32. 
The seat frame 11 consists of front and rear frame 

members 33 and 34 and side frame members 35, held 
together at the corners in any suitable conventional 
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fashion. The side frame members are held in place by 
wood screws 36 (see Fig. 10), which extend through 
apertures provided in the ends of the crossbars 8 and 9. 
The back frame member 34 is held in place by means of 
wood screws 37 which extend through the back cross 
bar 9. 
The seat cushion 12 may comprise a layer of foam 

rubber with a covering of suitable sheet material, which 
covering also extends over the outer surfaces of the seat 
frame 11, being fastened thereto in a conventional man 
ner. The back side of the cushion 12 is contoured to 
conform with the front of the back frame 14. 

The back frame 
The back frame 14 (see Fig. 6) comprises a bottom 

frame member 38, a pair of upright frame members 39 
and 40, a top frame member 41 connecting the upper 
ends of the upright frame members 39 and 40 and inter 
mediate frame members 42 extending between the frame 
members 39 and 40, and a forwardly bowed rail 43, 
which spans the lower panel of the back frame at an 
intermediate point, just above the level of the upper 
surface of the seat cushion 12, as best shown in Fig. 8. 
The intermediate frame member 42 divides the back 

frame into upper and lower panels. The side rails 39 
and 40 are provided with forwardly opening obtuse angles 
of substantially 162% adjacent the ends of the frame 
member 42. The bottom ends of the upright frame 
members 39 and 40 abut against the back ends of the 
side frame members 35 of the seat cushion frame. The 
lower ends of the upright frame members 39 make an 
angle of substantially 113 with the side rails 6 and 7. 
The back ends of the side frame members 35 and the 
back side of rear frame member 34, are contoured with 
an equal dihedral angle so that the back frame and seat 
frame fit each other closely. 
The bottom frame member 38 is bolted to the back 

frame member 34 of the seat by means of bolts 44 (see 
Fig. 8). Wood screws 45 extend through the back cross 
bar 3 and are threaded into the intermediate frame mem 
ber 42 of the back frame. The back cushion 15 con 
forms generally to the back frame 14, and is constructed 
with an angle in its central portion corresponding to the 
angle of 162% in the back frame. The lower edge of 
cushion 15 does not extend all the way to the bottom 
of frame 14, however, but terminates at the upper sur 
face of the seat cushion 12. 

It has been found that the back and seat cushion struc 
tures such as those illustrated and described, including 
a back having an upper portion more nearly vertical 
than the lower portion and related thereto by an angle 
of substantially 162%, together with a seat making an 
angle with the lower portion of the back substantially 
113, and itself making an angle with the horizontal of 
7%, provides increased comfort for the sitter as com 
pared to prior art seat and back structures. The angle 
of 162% in the middle of the back is particularly im 
portant, since it provides a back structure which follows 
reasonably closely the contour of the back of a sitting 
person, so that the back of such a person is supported 
throughout its length. The bowed rail 43 provides sup 
port for the lower edge of the back cushion and prevents 
it from being bulged out backwardly. 
The back cushion 15 may comprise a layer of foam 

rubber with a covering of suitable sheet material, which 
covering also extends over the outer surfaces of the back 
frame 14, being fastened thereto in a conventional 
act. 

Sofas-Figs, 12 to 14 

Fig. 12 illustrates a sofa constructed in a manner simi 
lar to the chair of Figs. 1 to 11. Those parts of the sofa 
frame illustrated in this figure which correspond fully to 
their counterparts in the previous figures have been given 
the same reference numerals and will not be fully de 
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6 
scribed. The leg structures and the side rails are gener 
ally the same as in the chair. 
A top crossbar 47 connects the upper ends of the legs 

1 and 2 and seat crossbars 48 and 49 connect the side 
rails 6 and 7. These crossbars differ from the crossbars 
3, 8 and 9 of Fig. 5 principally in being longer. The 
seat frame for the sofa of Fig. 12 is generally indicated 
at 50 and differs from the seat frame 11 of Fig. 7 prin 
cipally in being longer. The seat frame 50 is provided 
with a central transverse rail 51 which has its ends re 
ceived in grooves or rabbets, one of which is shown at 
52, formed in the under sides of the front and back frame 
members 53 and 54. On the under side of the trans 
verse rail 51, there is fixed, as shown in Fig. 14, a small 
plate 55. The plate 55 has its rearward end offset down 
wardly as shown at 55a in Fig. 14, to form a hook for 
receiving the leading edge of the forward crossbar 48. 
The plate 55 is held in place on the rail 51 by means of 
a screw 56. 
The back frame 57 of the sofa of Fig. 12 is generally 

similar to the back frame 14 of Fig. 6, but additionally 
includes a center upright frame member 58, which sep 
arates the back frame into two laterally adjacent panels. 
The frame 57 also includes upright frame members 59 
and 60 at its ends, top and bottom frame members 61 
and 62, intermediate transverse frame members 63 and 
64 and forwardly bowed rails 65 and 66. The inter 
mediate upright frame member 58 extends between the 
top and bottom frame members 6 and 62, being attached 
thereto in any suitable manner. Each of the two laterally 
adjacent panels of the frame 57 corresponds generally to 
one of the back frames for a chair as shown in Fig. 6. 
The sofa of Fig. 13 is generally Similar to the sofa 

of Fig. 12, except that it is somewhat longer, having 
back and seat frames of three panels each instead of two 
panels. At the center of the middle panel, this sofa 
ls provided with another set of front and rear legs. 8 and 
19, which are connected by a transverse rail 67. 
The seat frame is generally indicated at 68 and is gen 

erally similar to the seat frame SU except that it is longer 
and has two spaced transverse reinforcing members 69, 
corresponding to the reinforcing member 5A of Fig. 12. 
The Sofa of Fig. 13 is provided with crossbars 7, 71 
and 72, corresponding to the crossbars 47, 48 and 49 of 
Flg. 12, except that they are longer. 

Fig 15 
This figure illustrates a leg structure generally similar 

to that of the legs ., 2, 4 and 5 except that it is adapted 
for use in a table or other article of furniture. The leg 
Snown in Fig. 15 is generally indicated by the reference 
numeral 73 and includes a pair of bars 74 of rectangular 
cross-section, generally similar to the bars 4a, 4b of Fig. 
5. The bars 74 are spaced apart at their lower ends by a 
base member 75 of T-shaped cross-section, which is at 
tached to the bars 74 by means of a screw 76. The 
upper ends of the bars 74 are held in spaced relation 
by means of a T-shaped cap member 77 held in place 
by a screw 78. The T-shaped base member 75 and the 
cap member 77 are similar in structure and function to 
the feet 21 previously described. The leg structure 73 
may also include an intermediate spaced 79 held in place 
by a screw 80. 
As in the case of the leg 4 and the foot 21, described 

above, the spacing between he holes in the bars 74 which 
receive the screws 76 and 77 is held to a close tolerance. 
Similarly, the spacing between the holes in the foot and 
cap members 75 and 77 and the crossbars 75a and 77a 
of those cap members is likewise held to a close tolerance. 
There is thereby provided a leg structure in which the 
overall dimension between the bottom of the base 75a 
and the top of the cap 77a is carefully determined. At 
the same time, the overall lengths of the bars 74 may vary 
over a wide range of tolerances due to the fact that the 
spacing between the screw holes in the base and cap 
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members 75 and 77 and the crossbars of their respective 
T-shaped members is made greater than the spacing be: 
tween the corresponding screw holes in the bars 74 and 
the ends of those bars. 

Figs, 16 and 17 
These figures illustrate a wooden frame for a chair, 

including many features of the metal frame illustrated 
in previous figures. The frame of Figs, 16 and 17 in 
cludes back legs 81 and 82, front legs 83 and 84, side 
rails 85 and 86, a top crossbar 87 and front and rear 
seat crossbars 88 and 89. This frame, best seen in Fig. 
16, supports a seat cushion frame 1 and a back cushion 
frame 14, which are substantially the same as the Struc 
tures illustrated in Figs. 7 and 6, respectively. The 
frame members of the seat and back are held together 
by dowels, pins and tenons in any suitable conventional 
manner. The angular relationships described in connec 
tion with the chair and sofa set forth above are main 
tained in the frame of Figs. 16 and 17. That is to say, 
the seat frame slants toward the rear at an angle of 82% 
with the vertical front leg. The lower portion of the 
back frame makes an angle of 113 with the seat frame 
and the upper and lower portions of the back frame make 
an angle of 162% with each other. The back cross 
bar 87 is attached to the intermediate crossbar 42 of the 
back frame by means of a number of bracket 90 (see 
Fig. 17). Each bracket 90 is provided with a central 
double bend, so that one end is flush with the inner sur 
face of the top crossbar 87 and the other end is flush with 
the back of the intermediate crossbar 42. These ends of 
the brackets 90 are held in place on their respective cross 
bars by means of wood screws. 

In those chairs or sofas where an intermediate rein 
forcement in the seat cushion frame is desired, the back 
side of the front crossbar 88 has attached to it an 
L-shaped plate 91 (see Fig. 18). The L-shaped plate 
91 is inverted, so that the short leg of the L-shaped plate 
projects horizontally from its upper end. The leg 91a 
of the L is adapted to overlie and engage the upper sur 
face of a reinforcing bar 51 for the seat frame such as 
that shown in detail in Fig. 12. 

Figs. 19 and 20 
These figures illustrate a cushion constructed in ac 

cordance with a feature of the invention. The cushion 
comprises a pad 92, of any conventional material, such 
as sponge rubber or the like. The top and bottom sur 
faces of the cushion 92 are covered with sheets of up 
hoistery fabric 93 and 94, which may be of the same or 
different materials. The upholstery fabric 93 on the 
wearing side of the cushion is provided with longitudinal 
and transverse rows of stitching 94, extending at right 
angles to each other and intersecting as shown for ex 
ample at 95. At each intersection 95, the upholstry fabric 
layers 93 and 94 are fastened to the pad 92 by means of 
draw threads 96. Each draw thread 96 extends from the 
underside of the cushion, through the cushion, over the 
intersection 95 of the thread 94 and back through the 
pad 92 to the under side of the fabric 94. Underneath 
the fabric 94, a suitable anchor is provided to retain the 
ends of the draw thread 96. Such an anchor is illustrated 
at 97, consisting simply of a rolled patch of the covering 
fabric. On the under side of the ornamental fabric 93, 
adjacent each of the intersections 95, there is provided a 
reinforcing patch 98, to prevent the draw threads from 
pulling through the material. The patch 98 is held in 
place by the stitching 94. 
A cushion constructed in this manner presents a novel 

ornamental effect by virtue of the crossed rows of stitch 
ing 94, with each intersection of the crossed rows dimpled 
or depressed by means of a draw thread 96. This 
dimpled effect is achieved without the use of tufts or 
buttons at the dimpled localities, as is common in prior 
art structures of the same general type. 
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While I have shown and described certain preferred 

embodiments of my invention, other modifications there: 
of will readily occur to those skilled in the art, and I 
therefore intend my invention to be limited only by the 
appended claims. 

claim: 
1. A leg for an article of furniture comprising two 

spaced parallel elongated bars of approximately equal 
length and having facing flat surfaces, each of said bars 
having at least two holes therein extending at right angles 
to said facing flat surfaces and at localities spaced from 
the respective ends of the bars by distances relatively 
short as compared to the spacing between the holes along 
the bar, the distances between the two holes on both bars 
being equal, two load-transmitting means, means fasten 
ing the bars and the two load-transmitting means in a 
permanent assembly with one load-transmitting means 
at each end of said assembled bars, each load-transmit 
ting means comprising a spacer portion and a load-carry 
ing portion rigidly connected to the spacer portion, each 
spacer portion having flat surfaces on opposite sides 
thereof and a hole extending at right angles to the fiat 
surfaces, and being located between the two spaced bars 
with its hole aligned with the holes at one end of the 
assembled bars, each load-carrying portion extending 
from said spacer portion substantially beyond the adja 
cent ends of the two bars and terminating in an end sur 
face transverse to the lengths of the bars, said fastening 
means including a pair of rigid connector means, one for 
each load-transmitting means, each connector means com 
prising a pin member extending through the aligned holes 
of the bars and the spacer portion, and means cooperat 
ing with the pin member to hold the bars and the spacer 
portion in a rigid assembly with the facing flat surfaces 
of the bars abutting the opposite flat surfaces of the 
spacer portion, so that the thickness of the spacer portion 
determines the spacing between the bars, said two load 
transmitting means having substantial clearance at the 
opposite ends of the assembled bars by virtue of said ex 
tending load carrying portions, so as to prevent force 
being transmitted from the load-carrying portions directly 
to the ends of the bars and so as to transmit the force 
only through said spacer portion and connector means, 
and so that the dimension between the two end surfaces 
of said load-carrying portions is determined by the sum 
of (1) the spacing along the bars between the two pairs 
of aligned holes therein, and (2) the two spacings be 
tween the respective holes in the spacer portions and the 
associated end surfaces of the load-carrying portions; 
and is independent of the dimensions between the ends 
of the bars. 

2. A leg for an article of furniture as defined in claim 
1, in which the load-transmitting means at the bottom 
of the leg comprises a T-shaped foot having the stem of 
the T secured between the bars by the associated con 
nector means and the crossbar of the T located beyond 
the adjacent bar ends at a locality providing said sub 
stantial clearance between the crossbar and the bar ends. 

3. A leg for an article of furniture as defined in claim 
1, in which at least one of said load-transmitting means 
comprises a first L-shaped member having one leg of the 

secured between the bars by the associated connector 
means, said one leg extending laterally of the bars, the 
other leg of the L-shaped member being connected to the 
one leg at a locality spaced from the bars, and a second 
l-shaped member having one leg attached to said other 
leg of the first L-shaped member and extending beyond 
the adjacent bar ends, the other leg of the second L 
shaped member being connected to the one leg thereof at 
a locality beyond the ends of the bars, said other leg of 
the second member being disposed in a locality aligned 
with the bars and spaced therefrom and from said first 
l-shaped member, thereby providing said substantial 
clear...nce, 

4. A leg for an article of furniture as defined in claim 
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1, in which at least one of the load-transmitting means 
comprises a third bar having a first portion secured be 
tween the bars by the associated connector means and 
a second portion extending beyond the ends of the bars 
and terminating in said end surface of the load-carrying 
member. 
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