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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN BARKER, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 

BUREAU AND DRESSER TRUNK. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 630,438, dated August 8, 1899. 
Application filed December 8, 1898, Serial No. 698,688. (No model.) 

To all tufton, it invality concern: , 
Be it known that I, JOHN BARKER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing in the city 
and county of San Francisco, in the State of 
California, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Bureau and Dresser 
Trunks, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to an improved con 

struction of trunk for travelers' use, combin 
ing in One structure both a trunk and a bu 
reau and dressing-table, into either of which 
it is readily convertible, as desired, without 
sacrificing or detracting from the strength, 
durability, and capacity of the one or the con 
venience of the other of the said articles; and 
the invention consists in certain novel con 
struction and combination of parts, as here 
inafter described, and specifically pointed 
out in the claims at the end of this specifica 
tion, and as illustrated in the drawings form 
ing a part of this specification. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective 
view of the trunk closed ready for traveling. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the same. Fig. 
3is a sectional view of the trunk-body opened 
and converted into a dressing-bureau, the 
trays or drawers being removed from the bod 
to show the construction more clearly. Fig. 
4 is a front elevation, on an enlarged scale, of 
the folding top and upper part of the dress 
ing-bureau. Fig. 5is a front elevation of the 
trunk arranged as a dresser and supported on 
legs. Fig. 6 is a detail view of the legs or 
supports which are provided for elevating the 
dresser to a convenient height above the 
floor. Figs. 7 and 8 are views in detail of 
the mirror adjustment. Fig. 9 represents in 
front elevation a bureau with a dressing-top 
formed of the construction of two trunks. 
The principal and novel features of my im 

proved trunk comprise a box - body A, in 
which are a series of drawers or sliding trays 
BBB, fitted one upon the other and adapted 
to slide separately in and out from One side 
of the body and closing flush with that side, 
a hinged and folding cover or top C, consti 
tuting a cover and protection for the drawers 
when closed and also adapted to form a dress 
ing-top when opened and thrown back, and a 
receptacle in the bottom of the trunk which 
is formed and closed by the lower drawer for 
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knockdown legs or supports, these last-named 
parts being of suitable size to be carried in 
that receptacle when the trunk is closed for 
traveling. r 

The frame or body A of the trunk is con 
structed with the three sides, the top a and the 
bottom a closed, leaving the fourth and 
front side as open for the full width and 
height. Into this open front the sliding trays 
or drawers B B are fitted closely to fill the 
interior space and come flush with one another 
When closed. 
Under the bottom drawer a compartment 

A° in the bottom of the body extends from 
end to end and from back to the front side, 
at which part the compartment projects be 
ond the front line of the open side, as shown 

at a, Fig. 3. This compartment communi 
cates with the body of the trunk when the 
drawers are drawn out and is closed by the 
lower drawer when the same is in place in the 
frame. The space A is of suitable size to 
permit a set of legs or supports L. L to be 
stowed away under the bottom drawer. In 
order to gain access to this space, it is neces 
sary to remove the bottom drawer. The legs 
when used are attached to the bottom of the 
trunk, one set under each end, for the pur 
pose of raising it to a convenient height from 
the floor to serve as a dressing-table. The 
same end is attained, however, by placing One 
trunk upon another, where a person may be 
traveling with two trunks or in the case of a 
man and wife each having a separate trunk. 
. In adapting two trunks for use in the last 
described manner to form a bureau with a 
dresser-top one of the trunks is provided with 
the sectional folding dresser-top C, in which 
are compartments or receptacles for toilet air 
ticles; but in the other trunk the stationary 
top is made single without a folding section 
and the lid to shut over the front of the draw 
ers is a flat cover C*, hinged to the stationary 
top along the front edge C° and adapted to 
fold back and lie flat upon the stationary top, 
so as to form a horizontal base for the bottom 
of the other trunk to rest on. 
The dresser-top C is constructed of the hori 

Zontal base portion C° and the back C, rigidly 
joined to it at right angles, the latter part 
forming the cover of the open front a and 
the last-named part C° being hinged at CC 
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to the remaining part C of the top, so as to handles b and are fastened by locks b', if de 
fold back upon it when the part C is turned 
up. In that position the part C stands ver 
tical and flush with the back of the trunk 
body. The sides of the two parts of the top 
Care returned at right angles, as shown at C 
C, Fig. 3, forming to the lid and the base a 
rim which laps over the meeting edges be 
tween these two parts and the top and front 
side of the trunk-body to form a close joint. 
These parts are also shown in Fig. 1 in the 
closed position. The recess in the back and 
in the right-angle base of the top C between 
the standing sides before mentioned is di 
vided into several box-like compartments D 
D E, fitted with hinged doors or lids D'D'E', 
and forming separate receptacles to contain 
Various articles. 
By the arrangement of the compartments 

before mentioned in the lid or part C suitable 
extent of space is afforded for a mirror or 
dressing-glass G. This part of the dresser is 
mounted on extensible supports, the con 
struction of which is shown in detail in Figs. 
7 and 8, by which it is capable of being ad 
justed at varying angles for use and of being 
folded back flatly against the lid when that 
part is to be closed down over the front of 
the trays. 
To each angle-plate H, fixed against the 

stationary bracket II in the back of the lid 
C, is attached by a thumb-screw.h, a bar or 
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other construction of dresser-top. 

latch-piece H', having a sloth for the thumb 
screw to pass through and a hooked inner 
end h, fitting into a slot k in the angle-plate 
H, the front end h of the bar H being piv 
otally attached to the side of the mirror 
frame. In one position which these bars or 
attachments are capable of taking the hook 
ends are set into the recesses k by loosening 
the thumb-screws and setting the bars H 
horizontally outward, and then by tightening 
the screws h the mirror is held stationary 
with its top thrown forward at an angle, or 
by loosening the clamp-screws and turning 
the bars vertically upward, so as to lie against 
the sides of the frame, the mirror can be set 
backflatly against the lid and afterward held 
in place by tightening the screws h. 
Where the lid C is constructed without the 

angular top section and is designed to fold 
horizontally upon the top of the trunk-body, 
the compartments before mentioned and the 
mirror are omitted and the lid is made of re 
duced depth. The open front side of the body 
is brought out nearly flush with the front 
line of the bottom drawer, so that the outside 
face of the lid C* meets and lies flush with 
that lower front portion the same as in the 

A trunk 
lock M on these parts holds the lid fast when 
it is closed down over the drawers, and trunk 
straps N are attached to the sides of the lid 
to engage buckles in the ends of the trunks 
as a means of holding more securely the lower 
end of the lid to the trunk-body. 
The drawers are furnished with suitable 

sired. 
The outside of the trunk-body is given the 

usual trunk finish with protecting battens and 
angle-irons. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. In a convertible trunk, the combination 
with a body having an open front terminating 
short of its base and a closed portion at the 
base projecting beyond the edges of the frame; 
of a series of drawers mounted on guides and 
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sliding within the frame, the bottom of the 
lowermost drawer being adapted when in po 
sition to stand in line with the top of the pro 
jecting portion for forming a closed compart 
ment beneath it within the body, a two-part 
cover hinged on top of the frame, the front 
portion being adapted to close against the 
front of the drawers so that its edge will stand 
flush with the projecting portion, and means 
for locking the same in position, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. In a convertible trunk, the combination 
With the body having an open front and 
adapted to contain removable trays, and a 
bottom portion projecting beyond the line of 
the front; of a cover to said front having a 
base at right angles thereto, hinges connect 
ing said base to the top of the trunk-body on 
which it is adapted to be turned back to sup 
port the cover part in an upright position, an 
adjustable mirror, and supports therefor con 
sisting of angle-plates, slotted bars attached 
at the front ends to the mirror-frame, and 
means for engaging the slots and angle-plates 
for holding the mirror in position, substan 
tially as described. 

3. In a convertible trunk, the combination 
with the body having an open front and 
adapted to contain the removable trays, and 
a bottom portion projecting beyond the line 
of the open front; of a cover for said front 
having a base at right angles thereto, hinges 
connecting said base to the top of the trunk 
body on which it is adapted to be turned back 
to support the cover in an upright position, 
an adjustable mirror, and supports therefor 
consisting of angle-plates, slotted bars at 
tached at the front ends to the mirror-frame, 
and thumb-screws passing through the slots 
and engaging the angle-plates for holding the 
mirror in an adjusted position, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 

4. In a convertible trunk, the combination 
With the body having an open front and adapt 
ed to contain removable trays, and a bottom 
portion projecting beyond the line of the open 
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front; of a cover for said front having a base 
at rightangles thereto, hinges connecting said 
base to the top of the trunk-body on which it 
is adapted to be turned back to support the 
COver part in an upright position, an adjust 
able mirror, angle-plates carried by suitable 
supports and provided with slots, bars pivoted 
at one end to the mirror-frame and having 
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hooks at their other ends to engage said slots, 
and means for holding said bars rigidly in po 
sition, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

5. In a convertible trunk, the combination 
with the body having an open front and 
adapted to contain removable trays, and a 
bottom portion projecting beyond the line of 
the open front; of a cover to said front having 
a base at right angles thereto, hinges connect 
ing said base to the top of the trunk-body on 
which it is adapted to be turned back to sup 
port the cover part in an upright position, a 
mirror, angle-plates carried by suitable sup 

ports and provided with slots, slotted bars 15 
pivoted at one end to the mirror-frame and 
having hooks at their other ends to engage 
the slots in the angle-plates, and set-screws 
passing through the slots in the bars and en 
gaging the angle-plates, Substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand and seal. 
JOHN BARKER. L. s. 

Witnesses: 
E. H. THARP, 
M. REGNER. 

  


