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(57) ABSTRACT 

While performing plasma-enhanced chemical vapor depo 
sition on a Substrate by exposing the Substrate in a vacuum 
to a flow of particles generated by a plasma, which particles 
react to form a passivation layer on the Substrate, a grid is 
interposed between the plasma and the substrate, thereby 
reducing the flow of charged particles towards the substrate 
while conserving a flow of neutral particles. The grid is 
formed of metal wires that are crossed at a pitch that is less 
than two or three times the Debye length (WD) of the plasma 
used, at least at the beginning of deposition. The aging 
properties of semiconductor components made by Such a 
method is thereby improved. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
NON-AGGRESSIVE PLASMA-ENHANCED VAPOR 

DEPOSITION OF DELECTRIC FILMS 

0001. This is a divisional application of U.S. application 
Ser. No. 10/902,582, filed Jul. 30, 2004, the disclosure of 
which is incorporated herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention relates to methods of fabri 
cating semiconductor components in which at least one step 
of plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition is performed 
consisting in exposing a semiconductor Substrate in a 
vacuum to a flow of particles generated by a plasma, the 
particles reacting to form a passivation layer on the Substrate 
of a material that has dielectric properties. 
0003 Traditional chemical vapor deposition methods, 
which are in widespread use for depositing films on Sub 
strates, lead to the Substrates becoming heated to high 
temperatures. Such methods can therefore be used only for 
Substrates that withstand high temperatures without signifi 
cant degradation. 

0004) To make deposits on substrates that are relatively 
fragile, it is common practice to use plasma-enhanced 
chemical vapor deposition (PECVD), during which method 
a Substrate is exposed in a vacuum to a flow of particles 
generated by a plasma and which reacts to form a passiva 
tion layer on the substrate. Such a deposit can be applied at 
a lower temperature, of the order of 250° C. to 400° C. 
However, most plasma sources lead to performing the 
method at a temperature which is still too high for certain 
fragile semiconductor Substrates, and the semiconductor 
components made in this way present progressive aging 
defects which rapidly make them unsuitable for use. 
0005 Proposals have also been made to use an induc 
tively-coupled plasma (ICP) source which consists in gen 
erating the plasma by electromagnetic excitation by means 
of a loop antenna placed outside the plasma-generation 
compartment, the wall of the compartment being made of a 
dielectric material. Such an ICP source can allow operation 
to take place at a lower temperature without deliberately 
heating the Substrate. The Substrate is then at a temperature 
of about 50° C. during deposition. It is found that this 
improves the aging of the semiconductor component. 
0006 Rapid and unacceptable aging is also observed on 
items having a fragile semiconductor Substrate Such as 
indium phosphide InP, gallium arsenide GaAs, or even 
Substrates of silicon or of germanium. 

0007. There continues to exist a need to improve the 
properties of semiconductor components over time so as to 
enable them to conserve their properties over a long lifetime. 
0008 For example, in positive intrinsic negative (PIN) 
diodes for detecting light, the Substrate is made of indium 
phosphide. Over time, PIN diodes made by present-day 
methods lose their characteristic of being insulating in the 
absence of light. This leads to undesirable leakage current 
which reduces the overall detection ability of the diode and 
its sensitivity. 

0009. In order to improve the aging properties of the 
diode, attempts have been made to passivate the Substrate by 
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depositing silicon nitride using a PECVD method, with such 
a deposit serving in particular to counter the effect of 
moisture. 

0010. However, such a deposit does not have sufficient 
effectiveness over time, and the diode progressively loses its 
character of being insulating in the absence of light. 
0011. The present invention results from the observation 
whereby the progressive aging defects of certain semicon 
ductor components such as PIN diodes are apparently due to 
degradation of the interface between the substrate and the 
deposited layer while the passivation layers are being depos 
ited. At the beginning of the deposition step, the Substrate is 
bare and can itself be degraded by the action of the plasma. 
0012. It is assumed that this degradation is produced by 
the action of charged particles in the plasma, bombarding the 
Substrate and degrading its Surface layer. 
0013 If the negative bias of the substrate is reduced, e.g. 
by putting it at a floating potential, that does not suffice to 
prevent the action of charged particles on the Substrate. 
0014. The problem posed by the present invention is to 
further improve the aging properties of semiconductor com 
ponents made using at least one step involving a plasma 
enhanced chemical vapor deposition method, so that the 
resulting semiconductor component conserves its properties 
over time. 

0015 Since full advantage has been taken from reducing 
treatment temperature, the invention seeks to find additional 
means for reducing the aggressive nature of the plasma 
relative to the Substrate during steps of depositing a dielec 
tric film on a substrate. 

0016. The invention seeks simultaneously to protect the 
Substrate while not significantly reducing the speed at which 
the deposit is made on the Substrate. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0017. In order to achieve these objects, and others, a first 
aspect of the invention provides a particular method of 
depositing dielectric films by plasma-enhanced chemical 
vapor deposition, in which a Substrate is exposed in a 
vacuum to a flow of particles generated by a plasma, which 
particles react to form a passivation layer on the Substrate. 
A selective trap is interposed between the plasma and the 
substrate, thereby reducing the flow of charged particles 
towards the substrate while conserving the flow of neutral 
particles. 

0018. It will be understood that by reducing the flow of 
charged particles, the selective trap avoids degrading the 
Surface layer of the Substrate, at least at the beginning of the 
deposition. Similarly, by conserving the flow of neutral 
particles, the selective trap avoids significantly reducing 
deposition rates. 
0019. According to the invention, the deposition method 
comprises two Successive steps: 
0020 a) an initial step of non-aggressive deposition, 
during which the selective trap effectively reduces the flow 
of charges particles; and 
0021 b) a following step of rapid deposition, during 
which the selective trapping effect is inhibited, at least to a 
great extent. 
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0022. It is found that degradation of the surface layer of 
the Substrate takes place essentially at the beginning of 
deposition, a period during which the Substrate is not pro 
tected by the deposited layer against aggression by particles 
of the plasma. Thus, during the initial deposition step, 
deposition is performed in a “non-aggressive' manner so as 
to avoid degrading the surface layer of the substrate. Sub 
sequently, once a certain amount of deposition has been 
achieved, a fast deposition step is performed by inhibiting 
the retarding effect of the selective trap, so as to further 
increase the rate at which the deposit is made. 
0023. In practice, it is possible to inhibit the effect of the 
selective trap in particular by one or other of the following 
two operations: a first operation consists in modifying the 
trap, e.g. by moving it. A second operation consists in 
modifying the properties of the plasma, by causing the 
charged particles that are present in the plasma to be trapped 
during the initial step of non-aggressive deposition, while 
allowing the particles to pass through the trap without seeing 
it during a second step of rapid deposition. 
0024. In a second aspect, the invention provides appara 
tus for depositing dielectric films on a Substrate by a 
plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition method as 
defined above, the apparatus comprising: 

0025 a source of high-density ion plasma; 
0026 means for projecting plasma particles onto the 
Substrate; 

0027 a selective trap for eliminating or significantly 
reducing the flow of charged particles towards the 
Substrate, while conserving a flow of neutral particles 
which react to form a passivation layer on the Substrate; 
and 

0028 means for selectively retracting the trap, such 
that the trap is interposed in the flow of particles during 
an initial step of non-aggressive deposition, and the 
trap is retracted from the flow of particles during a 
following step of rapid deposition. 

0029. In practice, the selective trap may advantageously 
comprise a metal grid interposed between the plasma and the 
substrate. 

0030. In order to have a selective trap effect, the metal 
grid may be formed, for example, by metal wires crossed at 
a pitch P that is determined as a function of the character 
istics of the plasma, so as to block the flow of charged 
particles, at least during the initial step of non-aggressive 
deposition. 
0031. In practice, the pitch P of the grid needs to be less 
than two or three times the Debye length D of the plasma 
used, at least at the beginning of deposition. 
0032. Alternatively, the invention provides apparatus for 
depositing dielectric films on a Substrate by a plasma 
enhanced chemical vapor deposition method as defined 
above, the apparatus comprising: 

0033) 
0034 means for projecting plasma particles onto the 
Substrate; and 

0035 a selective trap for eliminating or significantly 
reducing the flow of charged particles towards the 

a source of high-density ion plasma; 
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substrate while conserving a flow of neutral particles 
which react to form a passivation layer on the Substrate; 
in which the selective trap comprises a metal grid 
interposed between the plasma and the substrate, the 
grid being formed by metal wires crossed at a pitch P 
that is determined as a function of the characteristics of 
the plasma to block the flow of charged particles. 

0036). According to the invention, the apparatus com 
prises adaptation means for modifying the Debye length WD 
of the particles of the plasma, the grid remaining interposed 
permanently in the flow of particles during deposition, 
whereby the adaptation means provide a plasma having a 
Debye length D that is greater than one-third or half the 
pitch of the grid during an initial step of non-aggressive 
deposition, and the adaptation means provide a plasma of 
Debye length WD that is considerably smaller than one-third 
or half the pitch of the grid during a following step of rapid 
deposition. 
0037. The apparatus may include a ring for clamping the 
Substrate onto its Support, and the grid may advantageously 
be insulated from the ring for clamping the Substrate on its 
Support, and may be biased to a potential that is different 
from the potential of the clamping ring. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0038. Other objects, characteristics, and advantages of 
the present invention appear from the following description 
of particular implementations, made with reference to the 
accompanying figures, in which: 
0039 FIG. 1 is an overall diagrammatic view of appa 
ratus for plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition using 
an ICP type plasma source; 
0040 FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic side view in diametral 
section showing a substrate Support provided with a grid 
constituting an embodiment of the present invention; 
0041) 
0042 FIG. 4 shows how Debye length varies as a func 
tion of Substrate ion density and as a function of the electron 
temperature of the plasma. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

0043 Reference is made initially to FIG. 1. Apparatus 
for plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition of a dielec 
tric film comprises a plasma source 1, preferably a high 
density ion source in order to be capable of operating 
properly at a lower operating temperature, followed by a 
diffusion chamber 2 having a substrate support 3 adapted to 
hold the substrate for treatment and to be engaged in the 
diffusion chamber 2, as shown in position 3a. 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the grid; and 

0044) The plasma source 1 is constituted by an enclosure 
whose wall 4 is made of dielectric material, it is advanta 
geously cylindrical in shape, being associated with a loop 
antenna 5 powered by a radiofrequency (RF) electrical 
generator 6. A gas inlet 7 is provided at the proximal end of 
the plasma source 1, i.e. at its end remote from the diffusion 
chamber 2. 

0045. The plasma source 1 communicates with the dif 
fusion chamber 2 which is itself adapted to direct the plasma 
towards a Substrate held on the Substrate Support in position 
3a. 
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0046) The diffusion chamber 2 also includes a post 
discharge gas inlet 8 enabling gas to be introduced down 
stream from the plasma-creation Zone, whereas the gas inlet 
7 serves to introduce gas upstream from the plasma-creation 
ZO. 

0047. To perform a plasma-enhanced chemical vapor 
deposition method, a Substrate is placed on the Substrate 
support 3 which is fitted into position 3a in the diffusion 
chamber. A suitable vacuum is established inside the plasma 
Source 1 and the diffusion chamber 2, and nitrogen in the 
form of gaseous nitrogen N or ammonia NH is introduced 
at the upstream end via the gas inlet 7, Silicon is brought into 
the diffusion chamber in post-discharge via the post-dis 
charge gas inlet 8 in the form of silane SiH4, and the plasma 
is generated by powering the RF generator 6. The plasma 
propagates into the diffusion chamber 2 as far as the Sub 
strate carried by the substrate support 3. A deposited layer of 
silicon nitride SiN is thus formed on the substrate. 
0.048. In the same manner, and by using other appropriate 
gases, it is possible to deposit different layers. 
0049. The deposition layer passivates the substrate. How 
ever, it will be understood that, at the beginning of the 
procedure, the Substrate is not yet protected by any deposited 
layer, and is therefore subjected to bombardment by par 
ticles of the plasma. 
0050. The invention seeks to reduce the harmful effects 
of bombardment with the charged particles present in the 
plasma by interposing a selective trap between the plasma 
and the substrate carried by the substrate support 3. 
0051 Reference is now made to FIGS. 2 and 3 which 
show the substrate support 3 in an embodiment of the 
invention on a larger scale. 
0.052 In general terms, there can be seen a substrate 
support plate 9, an axial support column 10 secured to the 
Substrate Support plate 9 and carrying a Substrate Support 
block 11, itself containing in conventional manner RF elec 
trodes 12, heater means 13, and a clamping ring 14 adapted 
to hold the substrate 15, e.g. a semiconductor wafer. 
0053. In the invention, an insulating ring 16 is fitted to the 
clamping ring 14, said ring itself holding a grid 17 which 
overlies the substrate 15 at a suitable distance therefrom and 
which is parallel to the substrate 15, extending between the 
substrate 15 and the plasma. 
0054 As can be seen in FIG. 3 which is a plan view, the 
grid 17 is circular in shape, being similar in shape to the 
semiconductor wafer or substrate 15, and it is formed by 
orthogonal metal wires crossed at a suitable pitch P. 
0055. The pitch P is determined as a function of the 
characteristics of the plasma, so as to block the flow of 
charged particles from the plasma and prevent them from 
reaching the substrate 15, while allowing the neutral par 
ticles of the plasma to pass through. 
0056. A good selective trapping effect on the charged 
particles of the plasma is observed when the pitch P of the 
grid 17 is less than two or three times the Debye length WD 
of the plasma that is being used. 
0057 Debye length varies as a function of the character 
istics of the plasma, in known manner and as shown in FIG. 
4. 
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0058. In particular, the Debye length decreases with 
increasing density of ions in the plasma, and increases with 
increasing electron temperature of the plasma. The curves 
plotted in FIG. 4 show how Debye length varies as a 
function of ion density for five values of plasma electron 
temperature varying progressively over the range 1.5 elec 
tron volts (eV) to 3.5 eV. 
0059) The pitch P of the grid is therefore selected as a 
function of the properties of the plasma in compliance with 
the characteristics shown by the curves of FIG. 4. 
0060. It is also possible to select the pitch P by taking the 
following formula into consideration for the Debye length: 

0061 where N is ion density, and Te is the electron 
temperature of the plasma. 
0062. In practice, a pitch is selected having a value of 
about 100 microns (Lm) so as to ensure that the grid can be 
made easily. 

0063 
10 cm. 

Ion density may be about 1.00E+10 cm to 5.00E+ 

0064. Because of the presence of such a grid 17, only the 
chemical component of the plasma passes through the grid 
and reaches the substrate 15, while the electrical component 
formed by the electrically charged particles is trapped by the 
grid 17 and thus does not reach the substrate 15. 
0065. The grid 17 which is insulated from the clamping 
ring 14 by the insulating ring 16 can be biased to a potential 
which is different from the potential of the clamping ring 14. 
0066 Means are advantageously provided for selectively 
retracting the grid 17. As a result, the grid 17 is interposed 
in the particle flow during an initial step of non-aggressive 
deposition, so as to avoid charged particles passing through 
it, after which the grid is retracted out from the flow of 
particles during a following step of rapid deposition, 
enabling the plasma to act completely on the substrate 15. 
0067. In more advantageous manner, by taking into con 
sideration the variation in Debye length as a function of the 
parameters of the plasma, as shown in FIG. 4, it is possible 
to modify the selective nature of the trap constituted by the 
grid 17 by modifying the characteristics of the plasma 
during the deposition procedure. 

0068 Thus, the apparatus may advantageously include 
adaptation means for modifying the Debye length D of the 
particles of the plasma, the grid 17 remaining interposed 
permanently in the flow of particles during deposition. 
Under Such circumstances, the adaptation means may be 
means for modifying the ion density of the plasma, or more 
advantageously, means for modifying the electron tempera 
ture Te of the plasma, e.g. by modifying the power of the RF 
generator 6. Thus, during an initial step of non-aggressive 
deposition, the adaptation means generate a plasma having 
a Debye length D that is greater than one-third or one half 
of the pitch P of the grid 17, with the same adaptation means 
producing a plasma having a Debye length WD that is 
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considerably less than one-third or one-half the pitch P of the 
grid 17 during a following step of rapid deposition. 

0069. It will be understood that regardless of whether the 
selective trapping effect is inhibited during the following 
step of rapid deposition by moving the grid or by modifying 
the plasma, it enables the plasma to take full effect in order 
to generate a deposit on the substrate 15. 
0070 The present invention may find advantageous 
applications, in particular in the use of the apparatus as 
described above for passivating a semiconductor Substrate 
based on silicon Si, germanium Ge, indium phosphide InP, 
gallium arsenide GaAs, or a component in columns II to VI 
of the periodic table of the elements, by means of a passi 
vation layer of the dielectric film type. 
0071. The passivation layer may be based on silicon 
SiO, or on silicon nitride SiNa, for example. 
0072 The present invention is not limited to the embodi 
ments described explicitly, and it includes variants and 
generalizations which are within the competence of the 
person skilled in the art. 

1. Apparatus for depositing dielectric films on a substrate 
by a plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition method, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a source of high-density ion plasma; 
means for projecting plasma particles onto the Substrate; 

and 

a selective trap for at least substantially reducing the flow 
of charged particles towards the substrate while con 
serving a flow of neutral particles which react to form 
a passivation layer on the Substrate; 

said apparatus further comprising means for selectively 
retracting the trap, such that the trap is interposed in the 
flow of particles during an initial step of non-aggressive 
deposition, and the trap is retracted from the flow of 
particles during a following step of rapid deposition 
wherein deposition occurs more rapidly than during 
said non-aggressive deposition said. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1, in which the selective 
trap comprises a metal grid interposed between the plasma 
and the substrate. 

3. Apparatus according to claim 2, in which the metal grid 
is formed by metal wires crossed at a pitch that is determined 
as a function of the characteristics of the plasma to block the 
flow of charged particles. 

4. Apparatus according to claim 3, in which the pitch of 
the grid is less than two to three times the Debye length WD 
of the plasma used, at least at the beginning of deposition. 

5. Apparatus for depositing dielectric films on a Substrate 
by a plasma-enhanced chemical vapor deposition method, 
the apparatus comprising: 
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a source of high-density ion plasma; 
means for projecting plasma particles onto the Substrate; 

and 

a selective trap for at least substantially reducing the flow 
of charged particles towards the substrate while con 
serving a flow of neutral particles which react to form 
a passivation layer on the Substrate; 

in which the selective trap comprises a metal grid inter 
posed between the plasma and the Substrate, the grid 
being formed by metal wires crossed at a pitch that is 
determined as a function of the characteristics of the 
plasma to block the flow of charged particles; and 

in which the apparatus includes adaptation means for 
modifying the Debye length D of the particles of the 
plasma, the grid remaining interposed permanently in 
the flow of particles during deposition, whereby the 
adaptation means provide a plasma having a Debye 
length WD that is greater than one-third or half the pitch 
of the grid during an initial step of non-aggressive 
deposition, and the adaptation means provide a plasma 
of Debye length WD that is considerably smaller than 
one-third or half the pitch of the grid during a following 
step of rapid deposition where deposition occurs more 
rapidly than during said non-aggressive deposition. 

6. Apparatus according to claim 1, including a clamping 
ring, in which the grid is insulated from the clamping ring 
and is biased to a potential different from the potential of the 
clamping ring. 

7. Apparatus according to claim 5, including a clamping 
ring, in which the grid is insulated from the clamping ring 
and is biased to a potential different from the potential of the 
clamping ring. 

8. The use of apparatus according to claim 1 for passi 
Vating a semiconductor Substrate based on silicon, germa 
nium, indium phosphide, gallium arsenide, or an II-VI 
compound, by means of a passivation layer of the dielectric 
film type. 

9. The use of apparatus according to claim 5 for passi 
Vating a semiconductor Substrate based on silicon, germa 
nium, indium phosphide, gallium arsenide, or an II-VI 
compound, by means of a passivation layer of the dielectric 
film type. 

10. Apparatus according to claim 5, including a clamping 
ring, in which the grid is insulated from the clamping ring 
and is biased to a potential different from the potential of the 
clamping ring. 

11. The use of apparatus according to claim 5 for passi 
Vating a semiconductor Substrate based on silicon, germa 
nium, indium phosphide, gallium arsenide, or an II-VI 
compound, by means of a passivation layer of the dielectric 
film type. 


