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2 Claims.

This invention relates to certain improvements
in fruit pickers and it is an object of the inven-
tion to provide a novel and improved device of
this general character operated in a manner so

- 5.that fruit may be pcked and collected with rapid~

‘ity.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a lower jaw portion heid in a rigid position reia-
tive to its support and extending outwardly from

10 the side of its support.

A further object is to provide a flared Iower
jaw portion provided with an up-turned flange.
A further object is to provide a hinged upper
jaw of substantially the same curvature in order

15.that the same may fit snugly within the lower
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“jaw when closed.

A further object is to provide an operating rod
for the actuating of this hinged upper jaw.

A further object is to provide a bag portion with

0 2 reduced neck portion and means for coupling
‘this neck portion in order to provide means of
lengthening or shortening the neck portion as
desired.

A still further object is to provide rings within

5 this neck portion for the purpose of keeping the
same from collapsing.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear as the description proceeds, the
invention resides in the combination and arrange-

o ment of parts and in the details of construction
hereinafter described and claimed, it being under-
stood that changes in the precise embodiment of
the invention herein disclosed, can be made with-
in the scope of what is claimed, without departing

5 from the spirit of the invention.

The invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the dev1ce

Wigure 2 is a detailed enlarged cross-section

o taken on line 2—2 of Figure 1.

" Tigure 3 is a detail of Figure 1 showing a cross-
section of a portion of the jaws in a closed posi-
tion.

By referring to the drawing it will be seen that

5 there is provided a handle 1. Attached to an up-
per end 2 of the handle 1 there is provided a
bracket member 3. This bracket member 3 is
held firmly in relation to the handle 1 by a pair
of braces 4 which are aftached to the outer ends
of the bracket member 3 and to the handle 1.

Attached in a rigid manner to this bracket
member 3 there is a flared lower jaw member
5. This flared lower jaw member 5 is provided
with a flexible bag portion 6 which is provided
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with a flexible neck portion 7 communicating
with a flexible fruit container 8.

By referring to Figure 1 it will be seen that there
is provided a hinged upper jaw 9 held in posi-

tion by means of hinge pins 10 secured to the 4

flared lower jaw member 5. This hinged upper
jaw 9 is provided with a pair of oppositely dis-~
posed and downwardly extending arms 11. Piv-
otally connected to these oppositely disposed and

downwardly extending arms 11 there is a jaw g

manipulating rod 12 which is provided with &
central loop 13. Functioning within this central
loop 13 there is provided an operating bar 14.
This operating bar 14 is provided with Iugs 15 on
each side of the central loop 13 in order tc hold
the central loop 13 from sliding upon the op-
erating bar 14. This operating bar 14 is held
in slidable relation and parallel to the handle
1 by means of brackets 16.

By referring to Figure 2 it will be seen that there ,

is provided a coupler 17 with expanded ends 18
in order that the flexible neck portion may be
joined or disjoined by means of the expanded
ends 18 of the coupler 17 and by cords 19. Ii wll
also be seen that there is provided rings 20 for
the purpose of keeping the flexible neck portion
from collapsing.

By referring to Figure 3 it will be seen that
the flared lower jaw member 5 is provided with
an up-turned flange 21 in order that the hinged
upper jaw 9 may fit snugly within this up-turned
flange 21 when closed.

It will also be seen that the fruit picker is
arranged and so constructed that it is an easy
matter to place the same underneath the fruit
and due to the flared lower jaw membper 5 the
dificulty of getting in befween the limbs and
branches of the tree holding the fruit is prac-
tically eliminated.

In operating the fruit picker the operating bar

14 is moved up and down in order to open and
elose the hinged upper jaw 19.

What I claim is:—

1. In & fruit picker, the combination of a handle,
a bracket secured to the side of the upper end
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of said handle, a flared lower jaw rigidly secured -

to said bracket, an up-turned flange positicned
on said flared lower jaw, a pair of braces secured
to said bracket and to said handle, a flexible bag
secured to said flared lower jaw, a neck portion
forming a downward extension of said flexible
bag, a coupler positioned between and secured to
said flexible bag and said neck portion, rings in-
serted within said neck portion and a flexible
fruit container secured to the end of said neck
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portion, together with a hinged upper jaw secured
to the flared lower jaw and positioned above said
flared lower jaw and formed so as to fit within
the inside of said up-turned flange on said flared
lower jaw, a pair of oppositely disposed and down-
wardly extending arms secured to said upper jaw,
a jaw manipulating rod pivotally connected to
this vair of oppositely disposed and downwardly
exiending arms, g central loop formed on said jaw
manipulating rocd, an operating bar positioned
within said central loop for the purpose of actu-
ating said jaw manipulating rod, a pair of oppo-~
sitely disposed lugs formed on said operating bar
for the purpose of holding said central loop fromr
sliding on said operating bar.

2. In a fruit picker comprising a handle and

a bracket secured to the side of an tpper end of
said handle, the combination of a flared lower
jaw rigidly secured fo said bracket, a flange
formed on said flared lower jaw, a hinged upper
jaw positioned above said flared lower jaw and
secured to said flared jaw and seated within said
flange on said flared lower jaw when in a closed
position, a pair of oppositely disposed and down-
wardly extending arms secured to said upper jaw,
a jaw manipulating rod, a central loop in said
jaw manipulating rod, an operating bar positioned
within said central loop, lugs formed on said oper-
ating bar for the purpose of holding said operat~
ing bar in a slidable and parallel position in rela-
tion to said handle.
GEORGE E. MELOWN.
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