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(C. 155-43) 5 Claims. 

This invention relates to a folding convertible 
bench and picnic table, and has for its primary 
object to provide a comfortable seat which may 
be easily and quickly converted into a picnic table, 
or folded into a compact unit for transportation 
and storage. 
Another object is to provide rigidity in the 

structure of the device and to maintain the table 
top in proper position with relation to the bench 
seats and to prevent it from tilting when in use. 
The above and other objects may be attained 

by employing this invention which embodies 
among its features two spaced pairs of legs piv 
oted together at their upper ends to swing in. 
vertical arcs about a common horizontal axis, a 
pair of cleats pivotally and slidably mounted in 
overlapping relation adjacent each pair of legs 
to swing in vertical arcs about the common hori 
zontal axis, back rest and table top sections fixed 
to the cleats for movement therewith On opposite 
Sides of the horizontal axis and Seat members 
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is one end of a flexible member 20 which, in its 
preferred form, comprises a link chain. The op 
posite end of each flexible member is detachably 
coupled, as at 22, to the opposite leg 4 of its re 
spective pair of legs 0 or 2 in order to prevent 
the legs from spreading when the device is used 
as a bench. 

Pivotally coupled to each leg 4 intermediate its 
ends is a cleat 24, and fixed to the cleats 24 On 
opposite sides of the tie bar 6 are planks 26 
which form the seats of the device. Each cleat 
24 is provided adjacent its end remote from the 
end which is pivoted to its respective leg 4 with 
a notch 28 which opens downwardly through the 
bottom edge of the cleat, as will be readily un 
derstood upon reference to Figure 3. A brace 30 
is positioned adjacent each leg 4, and each brace 
is provided with an L-shaped slot 32 for the 
reception of the tie bar 8 on its respective side 

20 of the tie bar 6. The ends of the cleats 24 re 

pivoted to the legs on opposite sides of the hori 
ZOntal axis. 
Other features include means detachably con 

nected to the table top sections when they are in 
table top forming position to hold the table top 
against tilting about the horizontal axis, and 
braces pivoted to the legs and detachably coupled 
to the seat members to hold the Seat members 
extended when the device is in its open position. 
In the drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a folding con 

vertible bench and picnic table constructed in 
accordance with this invention and illustrating it 
in use as a bench; 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken Sub 
Stantially along the line 2-2 of Figure ; 

Figure 3 is a vertical Sectional view through the 
device illustrating the parts in position to form 
a combination bench and picnic table; and 

Figure 4 is an end view of the device in a Sub 
stantially folded position. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, this im 
proved convertible bench and picnic table com 
prises two pairs O and 2 of legs 4 which are 
pivoted together at their upper ends to swing 
about a common horizontally disposed supporting 
member or pivot and tie bar 6, the axis of which 
lies substantially horizontal. Tie bars 8 extend 
between the pairs of legs 0 and 2 in parallel 
relation with the tie bar 6 to form a pair of 
frames which Swing in vertical arcs about the 
common horizontal axis of the tie bar 6. Fixed 
to one leg 4 of each pair of legs fo and 2 at 
opposite ends of the frame previously mentioned 
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mote from the legs 4 on opposite sides of the 
tie bar 6 are coupled by longitudinally extending 
tie bars 34 which, as illustrated in Figure 3, are 
received in the notches 28 to support the seats 
in proper relation to the legs 24, it being under 
Stood that When the device is in use as a bench, 
the tie bars 8 are received in one leg of the - 
shaped slot 32, and when the device is in use as a 
table, the tie bars 8 are received in the opposite 
legs of the slots 32. In this way, the difference in 
the angle between the legs 4 of opposite pairs 
fo and 2 thereof is compensated for, as will be 
readily understood upon a comparison of Figures 
2 and 3. 
The back rest and table top sections desig 

nated generally 36 each comprise pairs of cleats 
38 and 40 arranged respectively, adjacent pairs 
O and 2 of legs f4. The cleats 38 are arranged 

in overlapping relation and each is provided ad 
jacent one end with an elongated longitudinal 
Slot 42 in Which the tie bar 6 is received. As 
shown, the cleats 38 are arranged to Swing in arcs 
on opposite sides of the tie bar 6, and the cleats 
40, like the cleats 38, are equipped with elongated 
longitudinal slots 44 for the reception of the tie 
bar 6, and like the cleats 38, Swing in vertical 
arcs on opposite sides of the tie bar 6. Fixed to 
the cleats 38 and 40 on one side of the tie bar 6 
are planks 46 which form a back rest and table top 
Section on one side of the device while Similar 
planks 48 are fixed to the cleats 38 and 40 on the 
opposite side of the device to form a back rest 
and table top section. 
In Se, When the device is to be employed as a 

bench, the parts are assembled as illustrated in 
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Figure 1 with the cleats 38 and 40 lying along 
side of the legs 4 so that the planks 46 and 48 
will bear on the legs. In this position, the flexi 
ble members 20 are coupled across the legs 4 as 
illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, and the braces 36 
adjusted so that the seats formed by the planks 
26 lie substantially horizontal. When the device 
is to be employed as a table, the legs f4 are spread 
apart as illustrated in Figure 3, and the seat 
members are adjusted as shown therein so as to 
lie substantially horizontal. The planks 46 and 
48 are elevated into a substantially horizontal 
position by swinging them in vertical arcs about 
the tie bar 6, and upon advancing the hori 
Zontally disposed back rest and table top. Sec 
tions toward the shaft 6, it will be obvious that 
the cleats 38 and 40 will be advanced into over 
lapping relation by the movement thereof along 
a substantially horizontal plane so that the cleats 
on opposite sides of the tie bar 6 will underlie 
the opposite table top sections to form a substan 
tially rigid table top. The end of each flexible 
member 20 is then coupled to cleats 38 and 49 at 
Opposite ends of the device, it being understood 
that these flexible members are arranged on Op 
posite Sides of the tie bar 6 so that when cou 
pled to the cleats, tilting of the table top thus 
formed about the axis of the tie bar. 6 will be 
avoided. For the purpose of transportation and 
storage, the parts may be folded, as illustrated in 
Figure 4, With the seat members lying adjacent 
the outer edges of the planks 4, and the braces 33 
lying parallel with the legs. In this manner, the 
device may be folded into a compact bundle which 
will occupy but a minimum amount of space. 
While in the foregoing there has been shown 

and described the preferred embodiment of this 
invention, it is to be understood that minor 
changes in the details of construction, combina 
tion and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to without departing from the Spirit and scope of 
the invention as claimed. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
a.S. new is: - 

1. A folding convertible bench and picnic table 
comprising an elongated Supporting member, two 
Spaced pairs of legs pivoted together at their up 
per ends on the Supporting member to swing in 
Wertical arcs about the common horizontal axis 
provided by Said member, a pair of cleats pivot 
ally and Slidably mounted in overlapping rela 
tion on the member adjacent each pair of legs 
to Swing in vertical arcs about the member, said 
cleats being slidable transversely on the mem 
ber for movement relative to each other, back 
rest and table top sections fixed to the cleats 
for movement therewith on opposite sides of the 
member, the cleats on each table top section un 
derlying the opposite table top section, a seat 
member pivoted intermediate the ends of the legs 
On opposite sides of the supporting member, a 
brace pivotally and slidably mounted on each leg 
on each side of the common axis and detachably 
coupled to the seat member on its respective side 
of the Supporting member, and means extend 
ing between the legs at each end of the device 
and the table top sections adjacent the remote 
edges thereof to hold the sections in horizontal 
pOSition. 

2. A folding convertible bench and picnic table 
Comprising an elongated Supporting rod, two 
Spaced pairs of legs pivoted together at their up 
per ends On the rod to SWing in vertical arcs 
about the rod, a pair of cleats pivotally and slid 
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4. 
adjacent each pair of legs to Swing in vertical 
arcs about the rod, said cleats being slidable 
transversely on the rod for movement relative to 
each other, back rest and table top sections fixed 
to the cleats for movement therewith on Oppo 
site sides of the rod, the cleats on each table top 
section underlying the opposite table top section, 
and seat members pivoted to the legs on oppo 
site sides of the rod, locking means for Said Seat 
members, a pair of members having one pair of 
ends thereof fixed to legs, means to detachably 
couple the opposite ends of the flexible members 
to the table top sections on opposite sides of the 
rod whereby the sections will be held in horizon 
tal position and against tilting about the rod, 
when in a raised table position, and means to 
detachably couple each flexible member to the 
opposite leg of a pair of legs when the device is 
used as a bench to prevent the legs from Swing 
ing about the common axis. 

3. A folding convertible bench and picnic taple 
comprising an elongated supporting member, two. 
spaced pairs of legs pivoted together at their 
upper ends on the member to Swing in vertical 
arcs about the common horizontal axis provided 
by the member, a pair of cleats pivotally and 
slidably mounted at one end on the member in 
overlapping relation adjacent each pair of legs 
to swing in horizontal arcs about the member, 
said cleats sliding transversely on the member 
relative to each other, back rest and table top sec 
tions fixed to the unattached ends of the cleats 
for movement therewith on opposite sides of the 
member, means holding the table top sections 
horizontal, the cleats on each table top Section 
underlying the opposite table top section, Seat 
sections pivoted to the legs on opposite sides of 
the member and means for holding the seat sec 
tions in raised positions. 

4. A convertible bench and table comprising an 
elongated supporting member, two spaced pairs 
of legs pivoted together at their upper ends on the 
member to Swing in vertical arcs about the com 
mon horizontal axis provided by the member, 
means for limiting the outward movement of the 
legs of each pair, a pair of cleats slidably mount 
ed at one end on the member transversely there 
of, said cleats being disposed in overlapping rela 
tion adjacent each pair of legs and adapted to 
SWing Wertically about the member and to slide 
transversely thereon relative to each other, back 
and table top Sections fixed to the cleats for 
movement therewith, the cleats on each table top 
Section underlying the opposite table top section, 

5 means holding the table top sections horizontal, 
seat sections pivoted to the legs on opposite sides 
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of the member, brace means carried by said seat 
Section, said brace means being lockingly engage 
able with the legs. 

5. A convertible bench and table comprising an 
elongated Supporting member, two spaced pairs 
of legs pivoted at their upper ends on the men 
ber to Swing in vertical arcs about the common 
horizontal axis provided by the member, a pair 

5 of cleats slidably disposed on the member adja 
cent each pair of legs, said cleats being disposed 
in Overlapping relation and adapted to swing ver 
tically about the member and to slide transverse 
ly thereon relative to each other, back and table 
top Sections fixed to the cleats for movement 
therewith, the cleats of each table top section 
underlying the opposite table top section, elon 
gated flexible elements on each side of the table 
and connected to and between said cleats and 

ably mounted in overlapping relation on the rod 75 adjacent portions of said legs to hold the sections 
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in horizontal position, seat sections pivoted to 
the legs on opposite sides of the members, brace 
bars pivotally connected at their upper ends to 
the seat Sections and having slots formed adja 
cent their lower ends, lugs extending from the 
legs slidably disposed in the slots and locking 
notches formed with said slots. 
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