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My invention relates to adhesive coated sheet
material and more particularly to a material in
sheet, strip and tape form having a non-drying
pressure sensitive adhesive surface and to-various
products and applications thereof, particularly
reinforcements and index tabs.

A particular object of my present invention is
the provision of a readily removable surface pro-
tecting means for the pressure sensitive adhesive
surface.

Another object is the formation and -arrange-
ment of the protective sheet so that by ils re-
moval it will form and. arrange the adhesive
coated surfaces of the reinforcement or tab mem-
ber to facilitate application thereol.

An important embodiment of my invention re-
lates to index tabs which may be formed indi-
vidually or in continuous rolls and be provided
with a protective sheet either individual to each
tab or in continuous but readily separable form.

Another application of my invention is to re-
inforcing .and securing members to be attached
to sheet material.

Still another application of my invention is to
binding members for securing together sheafs of
sheet material.

These and many other objects of my invention
will be pointed out, and where not specifically
pointed out will be apparent in the following
description and drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective.view of a form of tab
made in accordance with my invention, the said
tab being shown before application to a sheet.

Figure 2 is a view corresponding to that of
Figure 1 showing the tab of Figure 1 as applied
to a sheet.

TFigure 3 is a-cross-sectional view.showing a
modification of the construction of Figure 1 to
facilitate the formation of the said type of tab
into a continuous length for a continuous roll.

Pigure 4 is a view in perspective correspond-
ing to that of Figure 1 but showing the arrange-
ment of the tab in continuous lengths which may
be manually severed from each other.

PFigure 5 is a cross-sectional view also showing
a modified form of the construction of Figure 1
to facilitate manufacture, shipment and storage
in continuous lengths.

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view showing a
further modification of the construction of Fig-
ure 1,

Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view showing the
manner of application of the tab of Figure 6.

A useful embodiment of my invention which is
adapted specifically to the provision of an indi-
cating tab on a sheet of material is shown in
Figure 1.
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Here, the tab 20.consists-of -a. sheet of backing
material 21 which encases a member-22, and
which has a pair of projecting legs. 23, 23 at-fold
lines 23az. The projecting legs, as above..de-
scribed, have a pressure-adhering adhesive. sur-
face. In appropriate cases, the member 22 may
be dispensed with and reliance placed-only on
the doubled backing sheet. . Where the member
22 is wused, it .may.be of.any.suitable.stiffening
material. Where the backing material 21 .is
transparent, the member 22 may-be a transparent
tube to receive indicia; where the backing is-not
transparent, a . cut-out- may. be provided therein
to permit the indicia to.be viewed.

As a matter of fact, for ease of manufacturing,
the entire surface of the backing sheet 21 has a
pressure-adhering surface, and the member 22.is
held in place.at one end of the tab by means of
this pressure-adhering adhesive .surface. For
this purpose, it may also be useful to omit the
adhesive in the backing adjacent one surface of
the member 22 to permit indicia to be slipped be-
tween the said surface of the stiffening element
and the backing. The backing may. then. be
transparent; or a window or cut-out may be
placed therein to make the indicia visible. Where
indicia are to be visible through the material of
3 transparent backing sheet, then the pressure-
adhering adhesive material, which. is utilized as
an inside surfacing for the backing sheet. 21,
should also be sufficiently transparent to permit
a clear reading thereof.

The inner adhesive surfaces of the legs 23 are
each protected by a layer of material 24, 24.
This material extends over the entire inner sur-
face; but at the inner end of each of the legs ad-
jacent the element 22, a reentrant portion 25, 25
is provided on the protective strips 24—the said
reentrant portion consisting of a flap preferably
extending beyond the ends of the legs 23, 23.

As may readily be seen from.Figure 1, the two
protective strips 24, 24 and. their reentrant flaps
25, 25 may be formed from a-single sheet of ma-
terial having a fold line at 26. Obviously, also,
each of the protecting members 24.and their re-
spective flaps 25 may be formed. of separate sheets
of material—in which case.one.of the flaps.25:may
be longer than the other to facilitate removing
them one at a time, should that be desired. In
this latter case, one leg of the tab may be ap-
plied first and readily adjusted to the. proper
position; and then the protective strip may. be
removed from the other leg, and that leg secured
in position.

In order now to remove the protective mate-
rial from the adhesive surface of the legs 23, it
is necessary to grasp the elemeni 22 of the tab
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with one hand and to pull on the reentrant flaps
25, 25 with the other hand. The strips 24, 24
will now be peeled off the legs 23. At the same
time, owing to this peeling action, the members
23, 23 will curl outwardly away from each other,
so that they will be freely separated, thus facili-
tating their placement over the edge of a sheet.
To facilitate this outward curl, the protective
strips 24, 24 may be transversely crimped, ribbed
or corrugated, although this is not essential.

As is seen in Figure 2, when the members 23,
23 are now placed on either side of the edge of
sheet 28, the element 22, carrying any suitable
indicia, is held in appropriate position with re-
spect to the sheet 28.

By this means it is obvious that a simple protec-
tive member may be utilized for an ordinary tab
having a pressure-adhering adhesive surface and
the said member may readily be removed, and
at the same time in its removal pre-condition the
tab so that it may easily be applied to the edge
of the sheet on which it is to serve as an indica-
tion.

In Figure 3 I have shown a slight modification
of the construction of Figure 1 which facilitates
the rolling up of the tabs. Here one leg 23’ ex-
tends outwardly from the stiffening element 22
in the manner previously shown; while the other
leg 23’’ is folded back. Each is provided with
the protective strip 24’, 24’, each having the re-
entrant flaps 25, 25’ interconnected at 28’, al-
though again they may be separated from each
other at 28’ as previously pointed out.

Here, once more, by holding onto the stiffened
portion 22 and pulling on the ends 26’, the protec-
tive sheets 24’, 24’ may be pulled off the legs 28,
and the tab may then be in a condition for secure-
ment to another sheet in the manner shown in
Figure 2.

While in Figure 3 the parts have been shown
greatly exaggerated, I have found that this par-
ticular manner of folding the parts permifs a
rather flat continuous length to be formed which
facilitates rolling up of a continuous length of
tabs. These tabs, like the tabs in Figure 5, may
be provided with a series of weakening lines, per-
forations or scores which will facilitate separa~
tion into 5 plurality of individual units.

In Figure 4 T have shown a slight modification

of the construction of Figure 1 wherein all of ;

the elements have exactly the same form, but
where the reentrant flaps 25, 25 are shown as
actually separated at the ends 26. It will be
appreciated that this form of tab may be held
with light pressure of the fingers in position
astraddle the edge of a sheet, and strips 25 sub-
sequently pulled downwardly one at a time, thus
exposing the adhesive surfaces at the desired
location whereupon increased finger pressure
serves to cause the tab to adhere.

In addition, as may now be readily understood,
the tabs may be actually cut apart along the lines
35, 35, the said cuts extending over the width of
the entire tab and onto the reentrant flaps 25.
Thus, the tabs may be torn apart from each other
by tearing only the uncut area on the reentrant
flaps 25.

Any unevenness or irregularity along the tear
on the flaps 25, 25 does not matter since these
flaps are to be removed and thrown away hefore
application of the tabs to a sheet.

However, in order to ensure that some grasp-
able length of the reentrant flaps 25, 25 will re-
main, the cuts 35 extend slightly onto these tabs
so that even should the tear be at almost a right
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angle to the cufs 35, some small portion of the
flap will remain to be grasped. Here, once more,

‘it is necessary only to hold the stiffened section

22 of the tab in one hand and to pull on the
flaps 25 with the other in order to remove the
protective material and place the tab in condi-
tion where it may be applied in the manner shown
in PFigure 4.

In Figure 5 I have shown a modification of the
construction of Figure 1 which adapts it for
formation into a continuous roll. This construc-
tion comprises an upper adhesive surfaced sheet
100 and a lower adhesive surfaced sheet [(0I.
Captured between these sheets are alternate stif-
fening members 182 and protective members 193.
Each of the protective members 103 consists of
the protective flaps 124, {24 on each side engaged
against the inner surfaces of the sheets 108, 10|
and reentrant flaps 125, §25 united at their ends
at 126.

Suitable perforations or tear lines 130, (30
are provided in the upper and lower sheets 100,
101—the tear lines being so spaced that the stif-
fening member 22 and a protecting member 163
are included between adjacent tear lines. Each
of the tear lines 39 is also placed adjacent the
end 126 of the protective member.

Thus, when the tabs are separated along the
tear lines {30, a series of individual tabs will be
formed having exactly the form shown in Figure
1 with the sole exception that the backing ma-
terial is not continuous around the outer end of
the stiffening sheet 102.

The tab may then be used and treated in ex-

5 actly the same manner as previously described

in connection with Figure 1.

In Figures 6 and 7 I have shown a modification
wherein an inner stiffening member 1690 is pro-
vided on which suitable indicia may be placed
immediately before the tab is arranged for se-
curement to the edge of the sheet. The backing
sheet 181 has projecting legs 162, 153 and a fold
line 164. Protective flaps 165 and {86 are pro-
vided, each having a resntrant flap i67 and {68
respectively. The surface of the stiffening sheet
168 is open for any markings which it may be
desired to place thereon. The protective mate-
rial is removed in the manner previously de-
scribed. The leg (63 is folded over on the fold
line 164 and the tab is secured to the edge of the
sheet 178 in the manner shown in Figure 7.

In the foregoing I have set forth my inven-
tion in connection with specific embodiments
thereof. Many variations and modifications of
each of the embodiments either with respect to
the construction thereof or with respect to the
specific application thereof will now be obvious
to those skilled in the art.

Accordingly, I prefer to be bound not by the
specific disclosures herein but only by the ap-
pended claims.

I claim:

1. A tab for securement to the margin of a
sheet; said tab comprising an indieating member
and a pair of substantially parallel opposite legs
extending from an edge thereof; the inner sur-
faces of said legs being coated with an adhesive
material; a protective sheet in face to face rela-
tion with the adhesive coated surface of one of
said legs; said protective sheet having a re-
entrant portion extending outwardly from the
section of said leg adjacent said indicating mem-
ber; said protective sheet being peelable from
said leg surface by grasping and pulling on said
re-entrant portion.
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2. A tab for securement to the margin of a
sheet; said tab comprising an indicating member
and a pair of substantially parallel opposite legs
extending from an edge thereof; the inner sur-
faces of said legs being coated with an adhesive
material; a protective sheet in face to face rela-
tion with the adhesive coated surface of one of
said legs; said protective sheet having a re-
entrant portion extending outwardly from the

section of said leg adjacent said indicating mem- |

ber; said protective sheet being peelable from
said leg surface by grasping and pulling on said
re-entrant portion; and a similar protective sheet
on the adhesive coated surface of the other of
said legs.

3. A tab for securement to the margin of a
sheet; said tab comprising an indicating member
and a pair of substantially parallel opposite legs
extending from an edge thereof; the inner sur-

faces of said legs being coated with an adhesive ¢

material; a protective sheet in face to face rela-
tion with the adhesive coated surface of one of
said legs; said protective sheet having a re-
entrant portion extending outwardly from the
section of said leg adjacent said indicating mem-
ber: said protective sheet being peelable from said

leg surface by grasping and pulling on said re- -

entrant portion; and a similar protective sheet
on the adhesive coated surface of the other of

said legs; the re-entrant portions of said protfec- :

tive sheets extending substantially in surface to
surface relation with each other, with the sur-
faces of the protective sheets opposite the sur-
faces which engage the adhesive in contact with
each other.

4. A tab for securement to the margin of the
sheet; said tab comprising an indicating member
and a pair of substantially parallel opposite legs
extending from an edge thereof; the inner sur-
faces of said legs being coated with an adhesive
material; a protective sheet in face to face rela-
tion with the adhesive coated surface of one of
said legs; said protective sheet having a re-
entrant portion extending outwardly from the
section of said leg adjacent said indicating mem-
ber: said protective sheet being peelable from
said leg surface by grasping and pulling on said
re-entrant portion; and a similar protective sheet
on the adhesive coated surface of the other of
said legs; the re-entrant portions of said pro-
tective sheets extending substantially in surface
to surface relation with each other and being
connected at their outer ends.

5. An indicator tab comprising a substantially

v-shaped member comprised of sheet material :

and having a tap portion terminating in a pair
of opposed legs foldably and integrally secured
thereto, the inner surfaces of said legs being
coated with a pressure sensitive adhesive, said
adhesive surfaces being in substantially face to
face but separated relation, a protective sheet
on each of said coated surfaces, said sheets being

0~
foeed

40

45

&0

80

adapted to be stripped therefrom so as to expose
said surfaces, said protective sheets having re-
spective re-entrant portions normally disposed
intermediate said legs of sufficient length to be
manually erasped for the purpose of being
stripped from the respective legs.

6. An index tab comprising an indicator mem-~
ber adapted to be disposed at the edge of a
folder or the like for displaying indicia, said
member having a pair of legs joined thereto at
respective fold lines and independently pivotable
with respect to each other to a position where
said legs have substantially opposing surfaces,
said legs being coated with a pressure-sensitive
adhesive on opposing faces, manually beelable
shield means adhering to said adhesive faces,
said shield means having free non-adhering por-
tions adapted to be manually gripped to peel said
shield means for exposing said adhesive surfaces,
said free portions being disposed adjacent said
indicator member to effect ready removal by
exerting a pulling force between said member
and said free portions.

7. An index tab for folders or the like com-
prising a backing sheet of pliable transparent
plastic material having a coating of pressure
sensitive adhesive on one surface thereof, an in-
dicia member, said backing sheet being folded
over said indicia member and said indicia mem-
ber being permanently secured thereto by said
adhesive surface, whereby said indicia is visible
through said backing sheet and secured within
the fold thereof, said backing sheet having por-
tions extending beyond said indicia member to
form opposable legs foldably carried thereby,
and peelable protective shield means adhering
to the exposed adhesive surfaces of said legs and
having non-adhering free portions disposed ad-
jacent said indicator member whereby said shield
means may be readily removed by exerting a
pulling force between said free portions and said
indicator member.
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