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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 606,410, dated June 28, 1898,
AppHeation filed Augnst 13; 1897, Serial No, 648,109, (No model.)

To all whom @t may concern: - :

Be it known that I, SusaANNAH L. FOWLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Kensington, in the county of Montgomery
and State of Maryland, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements-in Abdominal
Supporters; and I do hereby declare the fol:

lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the invention, such as will.enable oth-

ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to -

make and use the same. ) :

My invention relates to an improvement in
abdominal supporters, and more especially to
that class intended for use during convales-
cence following a surgical operation, such as
laparotomy.

Inalarge number of instances surgeons de-
sire a supporter for their patients which can
be made o support a certain portion of the
anatomy or some particular organ in addition
to affording a general support, and the sup-
porters now in use are not suited to this pur-
pose for several reasons.

The object of my invention is the provision
of a supporter, which shall be readily adjust-
able to the form of the wearer and which shall
give support to weak portions of the anatomy
without binding or otherwise interfering with
the free movement of the body in any desired
direction. :

Another object is the provision of a sup-
porter which shall retain the parts in a fixed
position. while healing after an operation.
This is a very desirable feature and very nec-
essary. A source of danger in many oper-
ations is the tendency of the internal organs
to force themselves outward through the in-
cision made by the operator, thus producing
rupture and other dangerous complications.
The prevention of this is one of the objects
of my invention, and I accomplish the same
by the construction shown in the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein like letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views, in which—

Figure 1 is a front view of my supporter..
Fig.2isasideview; Fig. 3,a viewof the back;
and Tig. 4 is an enlarged section on line 4 4,
Fig. 1.

In the drawings, A designates the two sec-
tions of the supporter, composed of any suit-
ablé material, preferably textile.

B are pads constructed of some stiff mate-
rial, preferably buckram. The use of buck-
ram or other material of a like character af-
fords sufficient stiffening and permits of the
circulation of air. . Attention to sanitation
must be given, as the constant use of-the sup-
porter is sure to produce unpleasant odors
and other offensive features if proper precau-
tions are neglécted. Forthis reason all solid
or dense material is absolutely to be prohib-
ited.: ’

~The pads are broad and flat and located

.and shaped to extend well down the abdomen

and be drawn in to fit the contour thereof at
theirlowerends.  Onaccount of the extended
pad, adapted to be fitted to the shape of the
abdomen, they exert a pressure at the sides
of the incision and hold the inecision in the
proper closed condition for healing. The ar-
rangement of the padsiseffected by securing
them in pockets on the outer face of the sup-
porter, constructed by ‘stitching a number of
pieces of silk or other smooth fabric of the
form and size to be determined by the needs
of the particular case to the face of the sup-
porfer-and inclosing the pad, previously cut
to a form: to correspond with the size and
shape of the pocket within them. The num-
ber of pads may thus be controlled by the
wants of the wearer and may be shifted from
point to point witlrout injury to the rest of
the supporter. Silkispreferred forthe pock-
ets, becanse of the smooth finish it gives, but
any desired material may be used.

Inserted in the side of each section of the
supporter is an elastic web C, the use of which
at this point is obvious. Foradditional sup-
port at this point the construction may be al-
tered by inserting the elastic web in the cen-
ter of the section only, closing the top and
bottom by continuing the ducking across the
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top and bottom, as shown in dotted lines in .

Fig.2. At therear asuitable securing means
is provided, such as a lace d, preferably elas-
tic, threaded through eyvelets D in the ends
of the sections.

To the.forward end of one of the sections is -

secured along the edge thereof a thin metal
plate E, provided with lugs ', adapted to en-
gage with studs 7 on a similar plate, secured
flexibly to the other section back from the
edge by means of an inclosing pocket. T, which
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© is affixed to the said second section by sew-
. ing it at the top and bottom and at the rear

£

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

edge, as indicated at f'. One edge of the
pocket being thus left free permits of its be-
ing grasped in the operation of fastening.
The front portion of the section underlying
this plate is stiffened and forms a flap I,
which when the two sections are brought to-
gether extends to the front edge of the pad
B in the first section and affords additional
strength to that portion of the supporter which
is directly over theincision, thereby insuring
againstthe danger heretofore deseribed of the
forcing of the incision, and also serves to pre-
vent discomfort or injury to the wearer which
would otherwise result from inward pressure
of the metallic fastening means. The two
plates coming together at this pointalsomakes
it impossible for the internal organs to press
their way out of the incision. The impor-
tance of this reinforcement at this point will
be more apparent when it is understood that
a majority of the operations require the in-
cision to be made at a point of the abdomien
which would fall directly beneath that point
of reinforcement. In operations at other
points of the abdomen special supporters are
required and the reinforcement is placed ac-
cordingly.

Sewed to the rear of each section near the
extremity of the same is a band of tape G of
sufficient length to permit of ifs being fas-
tened to a piece of small rubber tubing ¢.
Similar pieces of tape are fastened to the
other end of each piece of tubing as a means
of fastening the same within buckles secured
to the front of each séction. After the sup-
porter has been placed upon the wearer the
rubber tubing is passed between the legs of
the patient and then drawn up in front, and
the tape on the free end is passed through the
buckle I and after being drawn as tight as
desired secured therein. The buckles may |

be dispensed with entirely, however, and both
of the tapes secured direct to the supporter.

When the supporter is thus adjusted and the
tapes drawn tight, the lower part of the sup-
porter is drawn well down and close info the
body at the lower portion of the abdomen
and acts as a support for all of the abdomen,
at the same time giving support to all of the
other parts desired to be supported. Pro-
lapsus uteri and other kindred complaints can
be treated successfully in this manner.

The rubber tubing can be replaced with
straps or tape or elastic bands; but I prefer
the tubing, because it presents a rounded sur-
face to the wearer at all points, thus avoid-
ing all chafing or cutting of the parts, and for
the further reason that it can be washed with-
out injury or inconvenience and is cheap and
durable.

The supporter can be made in sizes or can
be fitted to measure, according to the taste
and means of the wearer. A neat appear-
ance is secured by finishing the edges in silk
braid.

I am aware that many minor changes can
be made in the construction and arrangement
of the several parts without departing from
the spirit of my invention.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

An abdominal bandage for use after lapa-
rotomy comprising two flexible sections A
each having a substantially horizontal upper
edge and curved lower edge, an elastic web
C intermediate the front and rear, steels E
provided with fastening devices to unite the
fronts, a flap located on one section under-
lying the steels, textile pads B placed paral-
lel to the front steels, a lacing device for the
back of the bandage, and perineal straps G, g.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

SUSANNAH L. FOWLER.

‘Witnesses:

J. ENos Rav, Jr.,
S. DaNA LINCOLN.
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