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Photosensitive elements are described comprising: 

(a) a nuclei layer containing physical development nu 
clei and a nondiffusible coupler capable of reacting 
with oxidized aromatic primary amino color develop 
ing agent to produce a diffusible dye, the nuclei layer 
being free of any silver salt; and 

(b) a photosensitive silver halide emulsion layer con 
taining a development inhibitor-releasing compound 
capable of reacting with oxidized color developing agent 
to release a diffusible development inhibitor. 

The photosensitive element is processed with an alkaline 
processing composition in the presence of a color de 
veloping agent and a silver halide solvent. Upon devel 
opment, the color developing agent becomes oxidized and 
reacts with the development inhibitor-releasing compound, 
preferably a coupler to release a diffusible development 
inhibitor imagewise. The remaining silver halide in the 
emulsion layer corresponding to unexposed and thus un 
developed areas forms a soluble silver ion complex with 
the silver halide solvent present. The complex migrates 
to the nuclei layer where it is then physically developed 
causing the developing agent to become oxidized. The 
oxidized developing agent then reacts with the nondif 
fusible coupler to form an imagewise distribution of dif 
fusible dye which transfers to a dye image-receiving layer 
to provide a positive dye image. 


