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United States Patent Office Patented Feb. 25, 1964 

3,122,445 
CANEED APPLE PACKAGE 

George Lesie Smith, Delayer, Colo., assigner Ée Pre: 
package Sales Corp., Bever, Colo., a corporation of 
linois 

Filed Jan. 8, 1962, Ser. No. 164,709 
2 Claims. (C. 99-180) 

This invention relates to packaging and more partic 
ularly to compartmented packages for foodstuff and the 
like. 

In packaging certain foodstuff it is desirable to con 
bine attractive display appearance for sales apepal with 
sanitation and protection of the contained foodstuff from 
contamination. The present invention satisfies these re 
quirements and has particular utility for packaging of 
candy coated apples, i.e. taffy apples or "apples on a stick,” 
etc. Such articles usually consist of an apple entirely 
covered with a layer of candy, sometimes including a con 
minuted confection, nut meats, etc., covering over the 
layer of candy, and the apple being impaled on a stick. 
Accordingly one object of this invention is to provide 

improved packaging; which packaging is of the multi 
compartmented type and particularly adapted for attrac 
tive, yet sanitary packaging of foodstuffs and the like. 
It is another object of the invention to provide a con 
partmented, fully visible content package for maintaining 
the contents thereof clean and essentially sanitary; and 
which package also permits “breathing in response to 
temperature and humidity changes to maintain the apples 
intact, protected and attractive. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide 
improved, relatively inexpensive and easily manufactured 
packaging of the compartmented type. 
The laws of some states will not permit the sale of 

candy (the category in which candied apples are clas 
sified) if any edible portion thereof extends beyond the 
confines of the package. Due to the manner of candy 
coating stick mounted apples by dipping them in a bath 
of candy substance, a quantity of the candy material 
builds up on the stick. Accordingly it is another object 
of this invention to provide a compartment package 
for foodstuff having particular utility in the packaging 
of a plurality of candied apples or the like, and which 
packages completely confine the edible portions of the 
products in a sanitary Inanner. 

In the packaging of candied apples there is the addi 
tional problem of preventing contact between Such prod 
ucts and the internal surfaces of the package which re 
sults in damage on removal thereof. Thus, it is still 
another object of this invention to provide a package for 
candied apples or the like which is arranged to entirely 
encompass and confine all edible portions within the 
package, to maintain them substantially stationary out of 
substantial contact with the package, and thereby main 
tain the apples intact even during handling and shipment. 
And it is yet another object of this invention to provide 

a fully visible content package for foodstuffs arranged for 
attractive counter display. 

Briefly, in one embodiment, a package according to 
the concepts of this invention is comprised of a one-piece, 
transparent, self-sustaining plastic member formed into 
two essentially mirror image halves joined together by a 
narrow land of plastic. A fold line is formed in the land 
and includes a displaced portion which produces a slightly 
off center projection when the halves are folded together 
whereby the completed package tends to tilt when resting 
on a surface. A plurality of opposed, substantially hemis 
pherical indentations are formed on each half which con 
jointly form in face-to-face relation a plurality of side-by 
side spheroidal cavities. 
The halves are so formed as to provide an opening of 
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substantial cross section between adjacent cavities for a 
free-flow of air therebetween. Each of the hemispherical 
indentations include a wide embossed portion which pro 
vides reenforcing for each cavity and which is arranged 
to cooperate with an object placed therein to prevent 
accidental displacement or movement. Extending from 
the top of each of the hemispherical portions is an out 
Wardly converging groove terminating in a generally half 
cylindrical passage. Opposed pairs of these grooves and 
cylindrical half passages form a generally truncated con 
ical passage from the spherical cavity, terminating in a 
constricted cylindrical passage. The two halves are joined 
by a plurality of spaced spot welds which provide a rela 
tively rugged structure with spaces permitting the package 
to breathe under changing conditions of temperature and 
humidity. A suitable handle is attached across the top 
for carrying the package. 

Other objects and further features and advantages of 
packaging according to the concepts of this invention will 
be apparent to those skilled in the art from a study of 
the following detailed drawing description in which like 
reference numerals are used to designate like paris in the 
several views. In these drawings: 

F.G. 1 is a perspective view of a package according to 
this invention having a plurality of candy apples contained 
therein; 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the package of FIG. 1 in 
an open position; 
FIG. 3 is a side edge elevation of the open package 

arrangement of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is an end edge elevation of the open package 

arrangement of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a side elevation of a closed package accord 

ing to the invention; 
FIG. 6 is an end edge elevation of the closed package 

arrangement of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken generally along the 

line 7-7 of the arrangement of FIG. 5; and 
FIG. 8 is a section view through the package of FIG. 1 

showing a candied apple in place therein. 
A package according to this invention is shown in 

FIGS. 1 and 2 as comprised of a one-piece, transparent, 
Self-sustaining plastic member 10 formed essentially in 
two mirror image halves 11 and 2 joined together by 
a narrow land of plastic 13. There is an elongated, dis 
placed portion or embossed groove 14 in the land slightly 
to one side of the longitudinal bisector thereof. The 
embossed groove 4 is shown in the edge view in FIG. 4 
and will be discussed in more detail hereafter. 
A plurality of generally hemispherical indentations, 

shown in general by number 15, are formed in each half. 
Opposed pairs of the indentations 5 are arranged to reg 
ister in facing relation producing a plurality of spheroidal 
cavities for containing a plurality of substantially spher 
ical objects. Preferably, the bottom of each indentation 
is somewhat flattened as at 15a. Each cavity also in 
cludes a rounded upper portion 15b and a truncated coni 
cal lower portion 15c interconnected by the embossed 
portion E6. The embossed portion 16 is formed about 
each of the heinispherical cavities, substantially perpendic 
ular to the central axis thereof. The embossed plastic 
portions 16 serve as reenforcing for each cavity as well 
as providing an arrangement to assist in maintaining a 
contained candied apple or the like, in a substantially 
stationary position as shall be described in more detail 
with reference to FIG. 8. 
There is an outwardly converging displaced portion or 

groove 17 opening from the top of each cavity which 
terminates in a constricted generally half cylindrical 
displaced portion 18. Opposed pairs of displaced por 
tions 8 frictionally engage and secure a stick 19 extend 
ing from a candied apple. Opposed pairs of outwardly 
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converging grooves 7 together form a truncated conical 
passage to enclose any candy on the stick beyond the 
apple. Windows 20 are formed in the opposed halves 

and 12 which may be imprinted with advertising 
legends, trade names or the like. To seal the two halves 
together with their contained goods, shown in FIG. 1, 
a plurality of spot welds 2; are added after placing the 
apples in the package and the two halves closed. The 
separated welds leave spaces or openings to allow breath 
ing of the package. 
The hemispherical portions 5 are so formed as to 

provide an opening 22 of substantial extent between ad 
jacent compartments, thereby allowing free passage of 
air through the compartments and around the contents. 
A laterally displaced portion at 23 smoothly connects 
adjacent hemispherical depressions 15 which, together 
with an opposed displaced portion 23 on the other half 
form the opening 22. 
The preferred plastic material for construction of a 

package according to the invention must be inert to the 
food material contained therein, must be odorless and 
must otherwise be fit for housing food destined for 
eventual human consumption. A candied apple is shown 
in FG.8 as it might be in place in one of the spherical 
chambers. The constricted cylindrical passage 18 serves 
to firmly grip the stick 19 while the truncated conical 
portion 17 completely encompasses the candy 39 which 
builds up on the stick above the apple 31. This truncated 
conical configuration is necessary because of the build 
up of candy on the stick and is generally of the shape 
shown. Conventionally, an apple is placed in a paper 
cup 32, and the apple and cup are packaged within each 
spherical chamber. The depression 16 not only serves 
as a reenforcing for the respective chambers as discussed 
above, but also cooperates with the upper peripherial 
edge 33 of the cup to prevent upward and downward 
movement and this together with the gripping of the stick 
by the cylindrical passage 18 prevents relative move 
ment of the apple within the package. This is particularly 
important when the apple does not have a coating on 
the candy, such as comminuted nut meats 34. If the 
apples were allowed to move freely inside the package, the 
candy would stick to the inside of the package. 
FIG. 8 more clearly shows the cooperation between 

a supporting surface 35 and the elongated fold ridge 4. 
By placing the depression off the center, the package tilts 
when placed on a surface. The perpendicular is gen 
erally indicated by dotted line at 36 in FIG. 8. This ar 
rangement tends to better display the package on a shelf. 

Preferably some manner of carrying handle is attached 
to the package. In FIG. 1 a U-shaped paper handle 40 
is shown attached by a pair of staples 41 along the upper 
edge of the container. The handle illustrated is a double 
ply with one part of each end on either side of the pack 
age, however, a single ply handle may be used as may 
be desired. 

Having thus described my invention in detail with suf 
ficient particularity as to enable those skilled in the art 
to practice it, what I desire to have protected by Letters 
Patent is set forth in the following claims. 

claim: 
1. A compartmented, fully visible content package of 

candied apples on a stick for maintaining the contents 
thereof clean and essentially sanitary and also permitting 
breathing of the package resulting from temperature and 
huinidity changes comprising a one-piece, transparent, 
self-sustaining plastic member formed into two essentially 
mirror image halves joined together by a narrow and of 
the plastic, there being an elongated displaced portion 
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in the land between haives forming a foid line for the 
members off the center of said land, there being a plu 
rality of opposed, substantially hemispherical indentations 
in each said half conjointly fortning when in facing rela 
tion a generally spherical cavity forming a cover enclos 
ing a plurality of candied apples, the hemispherical in 
dentations being formed so as to provide an opening of 
Substantial cross sectional dimensions between adjacent 
enclosed candied applies, there being an outwardly coin 
verging groove at the top of each said hemispherical in 
dentation and ending adjacent the edge of the half in a 
half-cylindrical groove so as to form with its opposing 
groove and half-cylindrical groove a truncated conical 
passage from each said cavity ending in a cylindrical, 
passage to encompass candy build-up on the stick and 
form a constricted opening to frictionally grip the out--- 
Wardly extending-stick, means for securing said halves to 
gether at Spaced intervals while maintaining breathing 
Spaces therebetween, said narrow land permitting said 
package to stand upright and tilted forwardly, and handle 
Eileans attached to the top of the package across the 
joined halves for carrying the completed package. 

2. A compartmented, fully visible content package of 
candied applies on a stick arranged for maintaining the 
contents thereof clean and essentially sanitary and also 
permitting breathing of the package resulting from tem 
perature and humidity changes, comprising a sheet of 
transparent, self-sustaining plastic formed into two es 
Sentially mirror image halves joined together by a nar 
row and of piastic extending therebetween, there being 
an elongated embossed groove in the land between the 
halves forming a fold line at one side of the center line 
of the land, there being a plurality of opposed substan 
tially hemispherical indentations having flattened bottoms 
in each half conjointly forming with its opposite when 
in facing relation a plurality of flat bottorned substan 
tially spherical cavities forming separate compartments 
enclosing a plurality of candied apples on a stick, the 
hemispherical indentations being formed so as to provide 
an opening between adjacent enclosed applies, there be 
ing at least one outwardly displaced piastic portion ex 
tending a Substantial distance across each hemispherical 
portion forming a stiffening member and an inwardly, 
facing groove and arranged to cooperate with a cup in 
which the apple is placed to prevent relative movement 
thereof, there being an outwardly converging groove at 
the top of each said hemispherical indentation and end 
ing adjacent the edge of the half in a censtricted portion 
So as to form with its opposing groove and constriction a 
truncated conical passage to encompass candy buildup on 
the apple stick and a coinstricted opening arranged to 
frictionally grip the outwardly extending applie Stick above 
the candy buildup, a plurality of spaced welds joining 
said halves together while leaving breathing spaces there 
between, and handle means Secured to said package for 
carrying the Same. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

1,733,219 Duvail ---------------- Oct. 29, 1929 
2,166,568 Kuhlke ---------------- July 18, 1939 
2,437,072 Campbell -------------- Mar. 2, 1948 
2,549,513 Nicole --------------- Apr. 17, 1951 
2,578,445 Nicolle --------------- Dec. 11, 1951 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
1,210,694 France ----------------- Oct. 5, 1959 
604,987 Canada ---------------- Sept. 13, 1960 


