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ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSURE 
Plastic false muntin for giving a single large glass 

window the appearance of colonial window with smaller 
lights including special end caps for removably retain 
ing the plastic false muntin or grille in place. 

waiiams mem 

Background of the invention 
This invention relates to a plastic grille or false muntin 

which is applied to a single-pane window to give it the 
appearance of a multiple-pane window having a number 
of small lights. Special end caps are provided which can 
be fixed to the window frame, and the plastic grille can 
be readily attached to the window by inserting the ends 
thereof into these caps, the grille being readily remov 
able so that the window can be easily washed as a single 
large-pane unit. The end caps are so made that they pro 
vide the minimum of obstruction adjacent the glass 
window pane, so as to interfere as little as possible with 
washing or cleaning the window when the grille is re 
moved. 
The specific nature of the invention, as well as other 

objects and advantages thereof, will clearly appear from 
a description of a preferred embodiment as shown in the 
accompanying drawing, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front view of a window according to the 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of an end cap showing the 
fastening means therefor; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a portion of the window 
frame showing the manner in which the end cap is at 
tached thereto; 
FIG. 4 is a view showing the manner in which the 

false muntin or grille is attached to the window; and 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken on lines 5-5 of 

FIG. 1. 
Referring to FIG. 1, a typical window is shown having 

a frame 2, commonly a wooden frame, although it may 
also be a metal frame, e.g., aluminum. The frame is 
provided with a single large glass window pane 3, and 
in order to give it the appearance of a window made up 
of a number of smaller lights, the false muntin 4 is pro 
vided, in the form of a molded plastic grille, which is 
attached to the window frame by means of end caps 6 
into which the free ends of the grilles are inserted, after 
the end caps have been suitably affixed to the frame 2. 

FIG. 2 shows an enlarged view of a single end cap, 
which is simply nailed to the sash as shown in FIG. 3, 
in the case of a wooden sash, a dimple 5 being provided 
at the base of the cap in order to facilitate the process of 
nailing, or alternatively, a hole may be provided at this 
point. In the case of a metal frame, it may be necessary 
to drill a small hole in the frame, and to use a small 
fastening element such as a sheet-metal screw or any of 
the special fastening devices known in the trade for this 
purpose. The proper locations for the caps 6 can be 
readily determined by first placing the grille against the 
window and marking off the points where the ends cross 
the frame 2. The grille may be used for windows several 
sizes smaller than the size of the grille, by simply cutting 
the ends down to size; this merely results in the reduc 
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tion in the size of those lights which are adjacent the 
Sash. 
The caps 6 are preferably also made of plastic, al 

though in some cases thin sheet metal may be used. The 
plastic material of which the grille is made should have 
a cross section such that, as shown in FIG. 5, the base 
of the grille lies flat against the glass pane 3, thus provid 
ing the desired appearance from both sides of the window. 

After the caps have been fastened in place, the plastic 
grill can be inserted as shown in FIG. 4, by inserting the 
ends into the cap 6 on one side, and bowing the plastic 
material until the opposite end can also be inserted, this 
being done for both the vertical and horizontal strips 
of the grille. The plastic composition should have suffi 
cient rigidity to lie flat against the window pane when 
the hand pressure is released. When it is desired to wash 
the window, the grille may be readily removed in the 
same manner, which greatly facilitates the washing of 
the window as a single large pane, after which the grille 
may be readily replaced. 
The fastening caps 6 are preferbly slanted back to 

ward the base as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, so as to offer 
the least possible obstruction to window cleaning by ex 
posing the maximum amount of glass surface. 
The visible exterior surface of the grille is preferably 

formed to resemble conventional wooden muntin strips 
or sash bars, and provides a very realistic colonial ap 
pearance to any window to which it is applied. 

It will be apparent that the embodiments shown are 
only exemplary and that various modifications can be 
made in construction and arrangement within the scope 
of my invention as defined in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In combination, 
(a) a single glass window having a frame and a single 

glass pane held in said frame, 
(b) a one-piece flexible molded plastic false muntin 

having at least one slender horizontal muntin strip 
and at least one slender vertical muntin strip cross 
ing each other and dividing the glass pane into a 
number of lights, 

(c) end sockets for removably securing the ends of said 
slender muntin strips, said muntin strips being suf 
ficiently flexible to be inserted into and removed 
from said sockets by flexing the strips, 

(d) fastening means individually securing each end 
socket to said frame, 

(e) said slender muntin strips being flat on one side, 
said side lying against the glass pane; said strips 
having the cross sectional shape of a conventional 
muntin strip on the side away from the pane, 

(f) said end sockets having a similar shape to snugly 
receive the respective strip ends, 

(g) each said socket extending over the end of its con 
tained muntin strip on the side away from the glass 
pane for a sufficient distance to firmly hold the strip 
in place, the edge of each socket slanting in toward 
toward the frame to which it is fastened to expose a 
maximum amount of glass pane surface when the 
false muntin is removed to facilitate cleaning of 
the glass. 

2. The invention according to claim 1, said frame be 
ing a wooden frame and each said socket being of plastic 
and nailed to the frame. 

3. In combination, 
(a) a single glass window having a frame and a single 

glass pane held in said frame, 
(b) a one-piece flexible molded plastic false muntin 

having at least one slender horizontal muntin strip 
and at least one slender vertical muntin strip cross 
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ing each other and dividing the glass pane into a 
number of lights, 

(c) end sockets for removably securing the ends of 
said slender muntin strips, 

(d) fastening means individually securing each end 
socket to said frame, 

(e) said slender muntin strips being flat on one side, 
said side by lying against the glass pane; said strips 
having the cross sectional shape of a conventional 
muntin strip on the side away from the pane, 

(f) said end sockets having a similar shape to snugly 
receive the respective strip ends, 

(g) each said socket extending over the end of its 
contain muntin strip on the side away from the 
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glass pane for a sufficient distance to firmly hold 15 
the strip in place, the edge of each socket slanting 
in toward the frame to which it is fastened to expose 
a maximum amount of glass pane surface when the 
false muntin is removed to facilitate cleaning of the 
glass, 2 

4 
(h) said frame being a wooden frame and each said 

socket being of plastic and nailed to the frame, 
(i) each said socket having a base lying directly against 
a portion of the window frame and having a nail 
ing dimple in said base to facilitate positioning and 
driving a nail therethrough into said frame. 
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