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2) oil, whon, it nagy concer'72. 
Beit known that I, JOHNL.YATES, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Little Falls, 

Serial No, 537,624, (No model.) 

braces, which may be folded inward on the 
hinges 46, as hereinafter explained. 
The back-stay bars 88 are provided at their 

Herkimer county, State of New York, have upper ends with hinges 7, by which they are 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in foesk Attachments for Railway-Car 
Seats, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention has for its object to furnish 

a collapsible desk attachment provided with 
a flexible top covering, which, with the sup 

jointed to the inner ends of the top frame 
bars 33, and an inclined brace 10 is pivoted 
upon each of the stay-bars to sustain the top 
when in use. The lower end of each brace 
is pivoted to the stay-bar 8 at a point 9 below 
the hinge 7, and the other end of the brace porting-frame, may be readily folded into a is provided with a slot 11, forming a hook 

Small compass to facilitate transportation. 
The attachment constitutes a new article of 
manufacture, the parts of which are so ar 
ranged that it may be quickly unfolded and 
adjusted to a car-seat, and then makes a con 
venient writing desk or shelf for railwa 
travelers. 
The invention will be understood by refer 

ence to the annexed drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view taken from 

the upper side of the desk or attachment ex 
panded in readiness for use and hung upon 
the back of a car-seat, the upper part of which 
is also indicated in the drawings. Fig. 2 is a 
perspective view taken from the lower side 
of the device expanded, but detached from 
the car-seat. Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
taken from the lower side, like Fig. 2, with 
the device in a partly-folded condition. 
The construction belongs to that class in 

which the desk-top is hinged to back-stay 
bars, which latter are provided with hooks to 
engage the top of the car-seat, the desk-top 
itself having a frame which is provided with 
transverse brace-bars hinged in such manner 
as to permit the folding of the device in a 
small compass. The top frame is rectangu 
lar and the transverse brace-bars are attached 
close to its ends. The desk-top 1 is made of 
some flexible material, as rubber-faced cloth 
or oil-cloth, or may be made of light wooden 
strips secured to a flexible fabric, so as to be 
rolled with entire facility. This top 1 is fas 
tened, as represented in the drawings, by the 
aid of clamping-strips 2 to the opposite side 
bars 33 of the top frame. These side bars 
are jointed by hinges 4 4 to the outer ends 
of pairs of brace-bars 55, the inner ends of 
each pair of which are coupled together by 
hinge 6. These two two-part bars 5 5 form 

adapted to engage the shank of , a headed 
stud or screw 12, which is fastened in the 
outer side of the adjacent bar 3. The upper 
end of each stay-bar is provided with a hook 
14, adapted to support the attachment upon 
the back of a car-seat, which in Fig. 1 is desig 
nated 13. - 

The device is fitted for transportation by 
unhooking the inclined braces 10 from the 
studs 12 and turning them downwardly upon 
the sides of the stay-bars 8 and then folding 
the stay-bars upon the under side of the 
frame-bars 3, as is shown in Fig. 3. The top 
frame is then collapsed, so as to bring the 
side bars and stay-bars in proximity with one 
another by pressing inwardly the transverse 
braces 55, which, being jointed at the middle 
by the hinges 6 and attached by the hinges 7 
to the inner side of the frame-bars, are adapt 
ed to pack closely between the same when 
wholly bent, as illustrated in Fig. 3. 
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The flexible top permits the approximation . 
of the side bars 3 when thus collapsed and may 
be folded around the same, as is partially in 
dicated in Fig. 3. 
When required for use, the top frame is 

distended by drawing apart the side bars 3. 
The transverse braces 5 are then straightened 
to act as toggles to stretch the flexible top 1 
flat and tightly over and across said frame. 
The back-stays 8 are then unfolded on their 
hinges 7 and the slots 11 of the pivoted braces 
10 are engaged with the top frame-studs 12, 
thus securing the device in the braced condi 
tion shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. The 
hook-clamps 4 are then adapted to slip over 
the top of the car-seat back, as shown in Fig. 
1, which wholly adjusts the device for use. 
When desired, the device may be collapsed 

and repacked in the manner already described 
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and then occupies but a small amount of the two-part bars 5, 5, coupled by hinges 6 
Space. and connected to bars 3 by hinges 4, the back- 15 

I am aware that it is common to construct stays 8 connected at the top by hinges 7 to 
a desk with a top having hinged stay-bars the rear ends of the bars 3 and provided with 

5 and braces, and I do not, therefore, claim such the hooks 14, and the braces 10 pivoted to the 
a combination as my own invention; but, stays 8 below the hinges 7 and formed at their 
Having set forth the constructive features ends with slots 11 adapted to engage the studs 2 o 

of my new article of manufacture, I claim the 12, the whole arranged and operated substan 
Same, as follows: tially as herein set forth. 

Io As a new article of manufacture, the desk JOHN L. YATES. 
attachment comprising the rigid bars 3, 3, Witnesses: 
with the flexible top 1 fastened thereto and JACOB MARX, 
having the studs 12 upon their outer sides, M. H. UNDERWOOD, 

  


