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(57) Abstract: In a system for protecting account identifiers in finan-
cial transactions, a consumer provides an account identifier to be
used for purchasing a good or service from a merchant. However,
only a portion of the account identifier is transmitted to the merchant.
The remaining portion of the account identifier is transmitted to a
server, referred to as a "payment facilitator,” that is not controlled by
the merchant. During the financial transaction, the merchant submits
a request for financial payment containing a portion of the consumer'-
s account identifier to the payment facilitator. The payment facilitator
combines the account identifier portion in the request with the ac-
count identifier portion transmitted to it from the consumer in order
to determine the consumer's full account identifier. The payment fa-
cilitator then submits a request for financial payment to a financial in-
stitution for approval.
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