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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK D. DUNNING 

TON, of Buckhannon, in the county of Upshur 
and State of West Virginia, have invented a 

5 new and useful Improvement in Carpenters’ 
Squares, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention is an improvement in squares 

and consists in the novel constructions and 
combinations of parts hereinafter described 
and pointed out in the claims. 
In the drawings-Figure 1 is a side view of 

a square provided with my improvement. Fig. 
2 is a similar view the handle being partly 
broken away and Fig. 3 shows the marker in 
detail. 
The square A may in general respects be 

of ordinary construction with the handle B 
and blade C. 
The marker D is connected by a line E with 

the square so that the marker may be drawn 
along the edge of the blade in marking Work 
and the line is connected with the blade by a 
retracting device so that the line maay be drawn 
in and the marker be brought up to the handle 
when not in use. Manifestly the line may 
be a tape as shown, or a cord or a flexible 
chain, or other suitable construction. The 
retracting device is preferably a spring actu 
ated drum F journaled in a cavity or recess 
b in the handle B and closed at the edge of 
said handle by a cap plate B'. At the end of 
the handle to which the blade C is joined an 
opening b'leads out from the recess b for the 
passage of the line E. 

It may be desirable to provide a detent for 
stopping the recoil of the spring when the 
marker is being used. As shown this detent 
comprises a ratchetfon the drum and a spring 
pawlf' to engage the ratchet, such pawl hav 
ing a projecting portion f* arranged to be 
readily engaged by the thumb or finger so that 
the pawl may be readily released to permit the 
spring drum to operate. 
The marker D is formed with a case d and 

a pivoted blade d' movable on its pivot d to 
r. project at its point dbeyond either side of the 

case so that such point may be used to mark 
the work. This blade is extended to form a 
handle at d and is spring actuated SO as to 
be normally retained within the case, press 
ure on the handle in either direction operat 
ing to properly project the point of the blade 
for use as desired. 
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If desired the square may be provided with 55 
an extra blade independent of the bladed and 
arranged to adjust into and out of the Square. 

It is evident that the improved marking 
attachment in no wise interferes with the Or 
dinary use of the square as when not in use 6o 
the line and marker are drawn in to the mor 
tise or recess of the square handle with only 
the blade of the marker handle projecting SO 
that it can be conveniently grasped. At the 
same time the improvement provides at all 65 
times a marker in connection with the Square 
which marker can be quickly brought into use. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with the square of the 
marker a line secured to the marker and a 
retracting device connecting the line with the 
square substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination of the square, a spring 75 
actuated drum, journaled thereto, a marker 
and a line connecting the marker with the 
drum substantially as set forth. 

3. A square provided in its handle with a 
recess or mortise b and having an opening b' 8o 
leading out from said recess at the blade end 
of the handle, the drum supported within said 
recess b the marker and the line connected 
with the marker extended through opening b' 
and connected with the drum all substan- 85 
tially as set forth. . 

4. In an apparatus substantially as de 
scribed a marker comprising a case, and a 
blade pivoted and movable at its point into 
and out of the case, and spring actuated nor 
mally into the case substantially as set forth. 

5. The improved square having its handle 
provided with a recess b and opening b', the 
spring actuated drum arranged within said 
recess b the line connected with the drum and 95 
extended out through the opening b' and the 
marker connected at one end with the line 
and movable at said end through the opening 
b' into the recess b such marker having a piv 
oted spring actuated blade provided at the Ice 
end of the marker opposite the line connec 
tion with a handle portion all substantially 
as described and for the purpose set forth. 

FRANK D. DUNNINGTON. 
Witnesses: 

T. A. LOUDIN, 
W. L. FOSTER, 
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